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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President:  Lynne Blenk
Vice-President: Bob Halberstadt
Secretary:  Susan Clark-Dow 
Treasurer:  Debbie Proulx
Directors:  Lee Boltwood
   Elizabethe Hobbs
   Lesley McKay
   Shaun Peppy  
Past President: Barb Bottriell

Webmaster:  John Bottriell
webmaster@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
Newsletter Editor: Lesley McKay
gths-editor@rogers.com
Membership: Robin Derrick
membership@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
Archives:  Joan Darby
research@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org

ANNUAL PROGRAM CALENDAR FOR 2017
Mark your calendar with these important dates! Everyone is encouraged to come out to enjoy the 
many events that Georgia Derrick has arranged for the GTHS in 2017. Please contact Fran McCarthy 
at 613-831-1036 or email her at: francath39@sympatico.ca if you can provide baking or assist with 
pre-event set-up. Fran will be delighted to hear from you because as you know many hands, make 
light work.

January, 2017 – Annual General Meeting at the Stittsville United Church, 6255 Fernbank Road, 
starting with a luncheon at 12:00 p.m.
February, 2017 – Heritage Day – Details to follow
March 25, 2017 – History of Goulbourn – Caretaker of Dreams – Richmond Legion at 1:30pm
April 8, 2017 – DNA Genealogy with Jason Porteous – Stittsville Legion at 1:30pm
May 13, 2017 – Stepping Back at Stanley’s Corners – Goulbourn Museum at 1:30pm
October 21, 2017 – Road to Richmond – Richmond Legion at 1:30pm
November 18, 2017 – Nicholas Sparks with Brian Hull – Stittsville Library at 1:30pm
December 9, 2017 – Membership Christmas Party – Full details to follow

This newsletter is produced with the assistance of the City of Ottawa
and the Ontario Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Recreation.

president@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
vicepresident@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
secretary@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
treasurer@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org

For general inquires:
info@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org

The Goulbourn Township Historical Society
P.O. Box 621, 2060 Huntley Road
Stittsville, Ontario
K2S 1A7

To send articles or tidbits of information for the 
newsletter, Lesley would be pleased to receive 
your input and can be contacted at:
gths-editor@rogers.com

GTHS CONTACT  INFO
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EDITOR’S REMARKS
Another year has passed and here we are again at the first Newsletter of the year! With the majority 
of Winter months past us, it is time to fill you in on some of our cold weather activities and prepare 
ourselves for a glorious Spring filled with programs and events.

Over the winter, we participated in some fun events. Our annual Christmas Party had many in at-
tendance – the weather made it good for travelling to Stittsville. The food was impressive and the 
atmosphere of the room cheery. The entertainment proved to be a lot of fun. Bob Halberstadt sug-
gested the game to play and everyone was able to participate. We took some antique milk bottles 
and dropped painted red and green clothes pegs into the mouth of the bottle. Whoever got the most 
inside, was the winner. We actually had to have a tie-breaker between Susan Clark-Dow and Shaun 
Peppy – look below to see who won. Good fun was had by all and it was a wonderful way to celebrate 
and ring in the Christmas season.

- Cont’d

One of the prizes for the
 Christmas Party.

(Photo: Bob Halberstadt)

(Photos: Lesley McKay)

And the winner … Shaun Peppy
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EDITOR’S REMARKS   -  Cont’d

Your new Board of Directors.
Front row from left to right: Lee Boltwood, Elizabethe Hobbs, Debbie Proulx,

 Sue Clark-Dow (photo) and Barbara Bottriell. Second row: Lesley McKay, 
Shaun Peppy, Lynne Blenk and Bob Halberstadt

(Photo: John Bottriell)

I want to take this opportunity to thank Councillor Shad Quadri for his donation of $500 to the GTHS. 
It is money that will be put to good use through our programs, events and publications.

Annual General Meeting 2017

Our Annual General Meeting took place in January and our displays were met with much enthusiasm. 
Those who attended got a close-up look at what we are doing behind the scenes. We also elected 
a new member, Susan Clark-Dow, as our Secretary and some of the Board have new titles. Lynne 
Blenk has agreed to become our President and Bob Halbertstadt will be our Vice-President.

- Cont’d

John Bottriell, our web master and tech go-to guy, has been busy scanning and documenting all 
of our photographs. John profiled the many photos currently available for viewing and use on our 
computer at the Stittsville Library. Barb Bottriell brought along a collage of photos from our various 
Outreach events throughout 2016 and explained to members the purpose of Outreach and how any 
member can be involved. So if you want to have some fun, get involved!

Joan Darby, our knowledgeable Archivist, covered off our Archives files detailing how she acquires 
the documents and responds to inquiries received for those researching their family roots. Again, we 
can never have too many people to help out in this area!

Georgia Derrick, our Programs organizer, highlighted another year of interesting programs for 2017 
and provided a bookmark of the activities. She also recruited volunteers for event baking and pre-
event room set-up. Robin Derrick, responsible for Membership, and Debbie Proulx, our Treasurer, 
renewed your memberships and as always, are pleased to have some new members join the GTHS. 
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Heritage Month 2017

February was Heritage month to which GTHS fully contributed. Our first activity, organized by Bob 
Halberstadt, was to put on view a display of photos for the Artspace Wall at the Stittsville Library. Also, 
in collaboration with and courtesy of the Goulbourn Museum, heritage items were obtained for the 
curio cabinet also at the Library. The photos were of historical agriculture machinery, while the cabinet 
held items that were used in daily life inside the home. This display remained in place for the month of 
February.

- Cont’d

On February 18th we held our ‘Secrets of Goulbourn’ event at the Stittsville Library. Displays were 
prepared outlining the many secrets that exist or did exist in Goulbourn. John Bottriell also brought his 
historical photos database to display. The day went well with approximately 50 people attending. Curi-
osity was piqued with lots of questions asked. Several ‘secrets’ were learned by those in attendance. 

The curio cabinet and Artspace Wall at the
Stittsville Public Library - 2017 Heritage month

The display of photos on view for Heritage month 
2017. (Photos: Bob Halberstadt)

EDITOR’S REMARKS   -  Cont’d

Joan Darby raising a point at the AGM Bob Halberstadt outling Historical Properties to
Fran McCarthy (AGM Photos: Barb Bottriell)

Bob Halberstadt outlined the GTHS project for identifying historical properties in the former Goulbourn 
Township. Susan Clark-Dow also assists on this valuable undertaking. As the Newsletter Editor, I am 
always looking for ideas and submissions to the Newsletter, so was busy trying to obtain a quantity of 
these for future input to the Newsletter. further on in this Newsletter.
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A handout was provided to attendees containing the stories of the secrets exhibited. There were 
10 displays in total. The subject of these were: Ghosts of Goulbourn and where they exist(ed); The 
Strathcona Rifle Range – where it was located; Richmond’s School Garden – history and location; 
Cheese Factories of Goulbourn – locations and history; St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church of Stitts-
ville becoming apartments; Stittsville born Ken Doraty of NHL fame; the Ku Klux Klan in Richmond; 
old Swimming Holes – Stittsville quarry and Jock River; the McCaffrey murder; and an abandoned 
Pioneer Cemetery. During our event, the Library was also capturing information for their Canada 150 
project from those in attendance. The Library was asking where people originated from and when 
they immigrated to Canada. Our GTHS event could not have taken place without the dedicated re-
search by Joan Darby – our Archivist extraordinaire! – and the support of Lee Boltwood, Barb Bottri-
ell, John Bottriell, Bob Halberstadt and of course, Robin Derrick and Shaun Peppy our infamous Duke 
of Richmond and Colonel George Thew Burke respectively.

Col. George Burke (Shaun Peppy) & the Duke of Richmond (Robin Der-
rick) observing  the Heritage Day displays at the Stittsville Library.

 (Photo: Bob Halberstadt)

On the 21st, we participated in the Council of Heritage Organizations of Ottawa (CHOO) Heritage Day 
event at City Hall in Ottawa. At this event, Robin Derrick, Bob Halberstadt, Lee Boltwood and Lesley 
McKay organized our display with some of our ‘secrets’ again and our ‘Walk Down Main Street’ pho-
tos from a 2014 program. The displays brought about many questions and interest. The event was 
well-attended with approximately 80 different historical groups bringing their displays to one central 
point – Jean Piggott Hall. The day proved to be well worth our participation as we sold a new mem-
bership and another copy of our “Ghosts of Goulbourn” publication. Having the ‘Duke’ present was 
certainly a draw to our booth!

EDITOR’S REMARKS   -  Cont’d

Overhead shot of some of the displays at CHOO’s 
2017 Heritage Day – Ottawa City Hall – February 
21. (Photo: Bob Halberstadt)

Lee Boltwood and Lesley McKay sharing a 
chuckle at the GTHS display during the CHOO 
Heritage Day event. (Photo: Bob Halberstadt)
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He was a prominent Christian Socialist, politician, 
municipal reformer and Suffragist at the turn of 
the 20th century. His ideas shaped opinions in 
regard to: social equity, labour movements, tax 
and education reform, women’s rights, alternative 
medicines and even prohibition. He championed 
the founding of the British Labour Party; was 
an ordained Methodist minister; had degrees in 
sociology and economics; was a social worker in 
the slums of Chicago; ran for the office of gover-
nor of California; became the first Socialist mayor 
of Berkeley, California; and travelled widely as 
a professional speaker throughout the USA and 
Britain between 1890 and 1940. His two daugh-
ters both became well known movie stars of the 
silent film era!

His name was Jackson “Stitt” Wilson and he was 
the grandson and namesake of Jackson Stitt, the 
man that Stittsville is named after.

NATIVE ‘GRANDSON’ OF STITTSVILLE – 
JACKSON STITT -WILSON 

As the 200th Anniversary of Richmond is fast approaching, we have many events planned for GTHS 
participation in the celebrations. You will be sent emails informing you of the events and can read 
more about them through your Newsletter. Also, if you are interested in volunteering, please get in 
touch with us at info@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org.

I hope you have a Happy Easter and look forward to seeing you at our monthly programs.

EDITOR’S REMARKS   -  Cont’d

Lesley McKay  - Editor

(Submitted by Bob Halberstadt)
His mother was Sarah Ann Stitt, who was born 
in Goulbourn in 1842. Her father, Jackson Stitt, 
owned a store and possibly a small hotel and tav-
ern on a crossroads, then called the Fair Green 
(in the vicinity of today’s Carp and Hazeldean 
Roads), and ran a prosperous business there 
for many years. Jackson Stitt eventually became 
the first Postmaster of “Stitt’s Corners” in 1854, 
but the family then moved to Huron County near 
Goderich, Ontario, in about 1857.

In 1864, Sarah Ann Stitt married William Wilson, 
a devout Methodist farmer and shoemaker. They 
settled near the town of Auburn, Ontario.

Their third child, Jackson “Stitt” Wilson, was born 
in 1868. He grew up near the shores of Lake 
Huron and in 1889 married Emma Agnew, also 
from a devout Methodist family.  A year later the 
young couple emigrated to Evanston, Illinois, 
where “Stitt”, as he preferred to be called, attend-
ed Northwestern University. Upon graduation, he 
entered the Methodist ministry. Over the next four 
years Stitt worked as an assistant pastor and so-
cial worker in the Chicago slums. This experience 
changed his life, as he later described;



Page 8  -  GTHS Newsletter  -  Issue #1 - 2017
- Cont’d

“First, then, the facts drove me to Socialism. The 
injustices, misery, and wretchedness, and the 
unequal struggle of the workers against such 
frightful odds compelled me to study the underly-
ing causes of this social agony — and I became 
a Socialist.”
   
Shortly after being ordained, Wilson left the min-
istry to concentrate on organizing the Christian 
Social Crusade, along with his brother Ben, also 
a Methodist minister. By 1900 Wilson had devel-
oped close ties with the Woman’s Christian Tem-
perance Union (WCTU). He would maintain a life-
long allegiance to the Social Gospel, the Labour 
Movement, the Cooperative Commonwealth, the 
concept of land value taxation, temperance, and 
equal rights for women.

Wilson was by then a renowned speaker. He trav-
elled throughout the US and Britain giving count-
less speeches to promote the socialist cause. He 
listed his occupation as “Author and Lecturer”. 
One colleague recalled that Wilson could have 
been a great actor; he possessed dramatic pow-
er as a speaker with the ability to debate and to 
sway people, as well as to raise money. It was 
said that no one could “close a sale” like Stitt 
Wilson.

By the mid 1900’s, the Wilson family, now with 
two girls and two boys, moved to California 
where Wilson became active in politics. In 1910, 
he ran for Governor of California garnering 12% 
of the votes in a losing effort. Undeterred, in 1911 
he was elected the first socialist mayor of Berke-
ley, California, serving until 1913.

NATIVE GRANDSON   -  Cont’d

By 1917, Wilson left the Socialist Party to sup-
port the American entry into World War I, be-
lieving it was necessary to “make the world safe 
for democracy.” His eldest son was killed while 
training as a pilot in 1918. After the war, Wilson 
returned to the Methodist Church. From 1919 
until 1931, he travelled extensively as a lecturer 
for the YMCA, speaking at Colleges throughout 
the USA. He also spent extensive time in Britain 
campaigning for the newly formed British Labour 
Party.
   
During this time, Wilson’s two daughters be-
came well known actresses of the silent film 
era. Gladys Violet, known by her stage name of 
Violet Barry, starred in several features during the 
twenties. Her sister, Violette, also had a success-
ful Hollywood career, eventually marrying Irving 
Pichel, a well-known actor-director, who “dis-
covered” seven-year-old Natalie Wood, and was 
one of 19 members of the Hollywood community 
subpoenaed by the House Un-American Activities 
Committee.   
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When the Depression began, Wilson returned 
to the Socialist Party, but in 1934, he joined the 
Democratic Party. In 1936 and 1940, he support-
ed Franklin Delano Roosevelt, declaring that FDR 
was the only viable alternative to fascism. He 
died in 1942 at his home in Berkeley, California.
  
Wilson’s writings and speeches influenced Amer-
ican Union organizers and authors, from Powers 
Hapgood to Kurt Vonnegut. He led his life in the 
cause of Christianity as a means for social re-
form. He was a fervent believer in social cooper-
ation and sought to end injustice in political and 
business life.

NATIVE GRANDSON   -  Cont’d

One wonders if this native “grandson” of Stittsville 
would be pleased with the state of politics and 
social reform as it stands today?

STITTSVILLE NEWS TREASURE 
TROVE

We all know what a historical treasure trove 
exists in the Stittsville News. We are excited to 
have unearthed a store of microfiches that re-
searchers will find useful. This is a collection of:

Stittsville News Feb. 1958 to Oct. 22, 1980
Stittsville Review Jan. to Aug 1974
Goulbourn Mirror Sept. 1974 to Dec. 1976

These fiches will be stored in the GTHS cabi-
nets at the Stittsville branch of the Ottawa Public 
Library.

In addition, the Stittsville Branch of the Ottawa 
Public Library has a complete collection of the 
Stittsville News, which includes:

Stittsville News on microfilm – 1981-2015 (2016 
to be added)
Stittsville News on microfiche – 1958-1998
Stittsville Review on microfiche – 1972-1974

Please ask at the front desk for assistance with 
the library’s copies.

To read any of these microform copies, a mi-
crofiche/microfilm reader is available beside the 
GTHS research area. Please ask library staff for 
assistance to use the reader.

GTHS member Marge Gillick has prepared 
scrapbooks of clippings from the Stittsville News 
and other sources for the years 2005 and 2007 
which are held at the Goulbourn Museum. This 
has been a labour of love and we thank Marge 
for her initiative and hard work in preparing these 
indexes. The scrapbooks may be consulted at the 
Museum as follows:

Research Requests by Appointment
Goulbourn Museum
2064 Huntley Road, Stittsville, K2S 1B8
Telephone: (613) 831-2393
**Fees may apply

- Cont’d

(Submitted by Joan Darby)
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Below is a photo (taken by John Bottriell) of the Duke of Richmond (aka Robin Derrick) and Maria Hill 
(aka Barb Bottriell) doing a presentation on the history of Richmond to the assembly of children at St. 
Philip Roman Catholic School in Richmond on Thursday, February 23rd. This is part of the activities 
that the Historical Society is contributing to the Richmond 200th Anniversary celebrations.  

RICHMOND ACTIVITIES FOR 
200TH ANNIVERSARY

- Cont’d

On March 9th, the Duke of Richmond and Maria Hill found themselves at the Richmond Public School 
to present the history of Richmond. At Richmond Public School they did 4 presentations - one to the 
Grade 4 & 5’s in the gymn, two at both kindergarten classes, and then one to the Grade 1-3’s in the 
gym, including the French immersion kids. (Note the big representation of the Fox on the wall of the 
gym at Richmond Public School, which the Duke did not fail to notice!) Photos: John Bottriell.
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RICHMOND ACTIVITIES - Cont’d
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With the arrival of spring, Easter is the most eminent Christian holiday that follows the period of Lent 
(which starts on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday).

Easter Sunday, as we know, is often referred to as the ‘moveable feast’ for the reason that it falls on 
the next weekend following the first full moon of spring – the Vernal Equinox.  Easter is celebrated 
beginning on Good Friday marking the death of Jesus, with Easter Sunday being the Holiest day as 
Jesus was resurrected on this day. Easter Monday is usually the official observation. Easter can occur 
between March 22 and April 25 due to the fact that our early Church elders wanted it to correspond 
with Passover. However, each year solar and lunar cycles change which affects when Passover will 
fall which influences when Easter takes place.

Various customs are celebrated at Easter. Most Christians celebrate Easter through the practice of 
worship at Church services and in the home, while others celebrate through family activities, namely 
the infamous Easter egg hunt and attendance at petting zoos. Painting Easter eggs is also a tradition 
that has taken place for centuries. Eggs and rabbits play a large part in Easter celebrations as they 
are the symbols in many cultures for birth and fertility.

Hot cross buns and Easter lilies are also recognized as Easter symbols. Hot cross buns are usually 
eaten on Good Friday and were derived from the feast of Eostre – the Saxon fertility Goddess – at 
which an ox was sacrificed. The horns of the ox became a symbol of the feast and were carved into 
the ceremonial bread. Hence, hot cross buns. In later years, the moon was represented by a sym-
metrical cross on the buns to respresent the heavenly body connected to the Goddess and the four 
quarters of the moon. Pagans have honoured the Easter lily as a holy symbol linked to the reproduc-
tive organs and has been deemed a ‘phallic symbol’.

Vegreville, Alberta is home to the world’s largest pysanka – an Ukrainian Easter egg. In honour of 
Ukrainian settlements in Edmonton, it was created in 1975 as a symbol of life, prosperity, eternity and 
good fortune. The egg has been recognized worldwide as an architectural work of art.

The Pysanka (Ukrainian Easter egg) in Vegreville, Alberta

THE HOLIEST OF HOLIDAYS - EASTER
(Submitted by Lesley McKay)

Anything penned about Easter is not inclusive without the word ‘Chocolate’! Chocolate is the wide-
spread commercial symbol with countless bunnies and eggs being sold. In 2012, worldwide statistics 
captured the following data on Easter chocolate and candy spending – 120 million pounds of Easter 
candy is purchased; 70 percent of Easter candy is chocolate; and total spending for Easter candy is 
over 2 billion dollars.

Though we all have our Easter traditions to celebrate, take time to enjoy life, your family and friends.
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In Praise of Genealogy

Several years ago, GTHS member, Edna Marlow, offered the Historical Society copies of Family Tree 
UK for their Archives collection.

Since then I have been an avid reader. Many of us have roots in Great Britain, so of course, are inter-
ested in research sites and historical information.

Imagine my delight on coming across an article on “The Mulberry Madam and Murderer” from St. 
Helier, Isle of Jersey. Now I am sure some of you would not want to include a Madam in your family 
tree, much less one who murdered a policeman and was then transported to Tasmania – but I have 
no such compunction.  Family is Family.

I quickly passed on copies of the article to my researching relatives and we are convinced that this 
lady, and I use the word loosely, is ours. We believe her to be a niece of our 4x great grandmother.

I have since discovered that, in Tasmania, Maria applied for and was granted “permission to marry”. 
She lived to be well into her nineties. Who says crime doesn’t pay?

So, thanks to Edna for these wonderful magazines. Who knows what other Historical Society mem-
bers may turn up in these pages? So to Edna, keep them coming and to others, come and browse 
these wonderful magazines at the Historical Society Archives located at the Stittsville Public Library.

VISITING THE GTHS ARCHIVES
(Submitted by Georgia Derrick)

SEEKING CENTURY FARM DATA

The GTHS is seeking information on Century farms from their owners. Is your farm a Century farm 
and still a working farm today? If so, we want to hear from you. If you know of anyone who still lives 
on their Century farm and is still working the land, please get in touch with us for our Century Farm 
Canada 150 project. Our Archives team can be reached at this email address: research@goulbourn-
historicalsociety.org. We look forward to hearing from you with input to this Canada 150 heritage 
project.
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PROGRAMS

March 25, 2017 Program

You’re in for a treat as the Historical Society digitally reprises the Millennium Pageant “Caretaker of Dreams” 
on Saturday March 25th, 2017 at the Richmond Legion to see it as a movie.  Some of you might remember 
the play, Caretaker of Dreams.  This was a special presentation celebrating Goulbourn’s History.  As some 
have not seen the play or would like to see it again, here is your chance.  And in keeping with movies, there 
may be popcorn!

The Play was written by Barbara Bottriell, directed by Shelagh Mills and produced by the Goulbourn Millennium 
Project Committee.

This is the story of Goulbourn Township from the early Richmond settlement in 1818 to the youths’ vision of the 
future beyond 2000. It was conceived not as a history lesson, but as recognition of the achievements of the 
township pioneers. The play was initially planned as a millennial project, but also became a record of our histo-
ry as the Province on Ontario decreed that Goulbourn Township would disappear with the expanded border of 
the City of Ottawa in 2000.

The Goulbourn Historical Society was sponsor of the project and the play was produced by the Goulbourn Mil-
lennium Project Committee chaired by Jean Shaw.

This was a great community event including over 100 Township actors, musicians and dancers supported by 
Dance Director Christine Delorme-Lamarche, Sets by Ron Martin, Lighting by Paul Gardner, Musical Director 
Barbara Bottriell, Costumes by Lynn Griffiths and Production co-ordination by Hilary Dick.
 
The pageant was held November 22-25 2000 in the then new Theatre of the Performing Arts at Sacred Heart 
Catholic High School in Stittsville. Videographer Sandy Durocher recorded this spectacular event. 

It is this recording transformed into a digital format by Russell Mason, that we will be showing at the Richmond 
Legion as our March community event. Show time is 1:30pm. The Legion is located at 6430 Ottawa Street, 
Richmond. As always, admission, parking and refreshments are free. And remember, tell a neighbour, bring a 
friend!

- Cont’d

As Peter Lenton said “I will measure 
my wealth in memories and friends” 
and the Program Committee is try-
ing to do both.



Page 15  -  GTHS Newsletter  -  Issue #1 - 2017

PROGRAMS - Cont’d

April 8, 2017 Program - April’s program will be DNA for Genealogy. DNA testing has become a 
serious research tool which may help break down some “brick walls” encountered in plotting a family 
tree. On April 8, at the Stittsville Legion, Jason Porteous, a project administrator for the Porteous 
Surname Project (which is hosted on the Family Tree DNA site), will be covering the different types 
of DNA testing available and discussing some of the actual sites and tools that can be used to do 
research into one match result although he will be focusing on the use of autosomal DNA. Jason 
recently assisted a man whose mother has an unknown father. From her test results her son was able 
to zero in on a very likely individual who should be her dad, a good example of how DNA can work in 
genealogy.  The presentation starts at 1:30 and admission, parking and refreshments are free.  And 
as usual, remember “tell a neighbour, bring a friend”.

NEWS AND VIEWS

- Cont’d

May 13, 2017 Program - In May we meet at the Goulbourn Museum for What Went Down in Strug-
gle Town? Join us at the Goulbourn Museum on May 13 at 1:30 as we look back at the history of 
Stanley Corners.  Settlement of land in Upper Canada became a priority for the British Government 
following the conclusion of the War of 1812. Discharged soldiers who accepted land grants were the 
first to settle in Goulbourn with their presence creating a line of defense for Upper Canada against the 
Americans. 

At the intersection of 9th line and Regional Road 5 (Flewellyn and Huntley Roads), the small commu-
nity of Stanley’s Corners began to form around a stopping point on the road to Ottawa. Nicknamed 
Struggle Town by the early Irish settlers, the history of Stanley’s Corners is marked by success, pros-
perity and tragedy.
 
Were the settlers justified in nicknaming the community Struggle Town? Tracey Donaldson, Acting 
Manager and Acting Education Officer Sarah Holla from the Goulbourn Museum present What Went 
Down in Struggle Town? This presentation will examine the settlement, historic figures, and struc-
tures, which have defined the narrative of Stanley’s Corners. It accompanies the Museum’s outdoor 
exhibition, which will formally launch during the summer event, Father’s Day Flashback: Ireland’s 
Own in June 2017.  As usual, attendance, parking and refreshments are free.  And remember, “tell a 
neighbour, bring a friend”.

Ontario Genealogy Society (OGS) Conference 
2017 – June 16-18 – Ottawa, Ontario – Algonquin 
College. The OGS conference is entitled: Our 
Canada – Your Family: Building a Nation 2017 – 
is in Ottawa this year. Members of all 34 branch-
es and special interest groups of the Ontario 
Genealogical Society and other family historians 
from across North America and around the world 
will meet in Ottawa in June 2017 for three days of 
inspiring lectures, workshops, displays, and other 
learning opportunities. To learn more use this 
link: https://ogs.on.ca.  Don’t miss it!

Ontario Heritage Conference – Ottawa is host-
ing the 29th edition of this conference from June 
8-10, 2017 at City Hall. To learn more follow this 
link: www.ontarioheritageconference.ca.

British Isles Family History Society of Greater 
Ottawa – are hosting their Family History Con-
ference from September 29 to October 1, 2017 
at Ben Franklin Place, 101 Centrepointe Drive, 
Nepean. To find out more about this event follow 
this link: conference@bifhsgo.ca. 
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NEWS & VIEWS - Cont’d

GTHS Photo Contest – Clean off those lens-
es and get your tripods ready. Again, we will be 
holding our photo contest. More details will follow 
in your next newsletter.

International Women’s Day – March 8 – As 
this important day falls within the dates of this 
newsletter, here is a tidbit for you. Did you know 
that the Women’s Canadian Historical Society of 
Ottawa worked to preserve Canada’s history by 
writing papers, collecting artifacts and founded 
the Bytown Historical Society in 1917?

Check out our Facebook page to find event infor-
mation, historical facts and photos. Not a user? 
You can access the page by typing: facebook.
com/goulbourntownship in your internet browser.

GTHS Fundraising – “Team 3966” – is the 
number GTHS members should give to your 
server at Hurleys Restaurant in Stittsville. You 
can raise needed funds for GTHS activities while 
benefitting from a good meal. Hurleys Restaurant 
donates 10% of each meal to the GTHS bank ac-
count. So next time you find yourself at Hurleys, 
mention Team 3966, and continue to fundraise 
for GTHS. Keep eating, keep fundraising!

The Stittsville Public Library is offering a pro-
gram on ‘Finding Your Roots with Family Search 
and Family History Centres’ in partnership with 
the LDS Family History Centre. It takes place on 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017, 6:30-8:00 p.m. For 
those wanting to attend, registration is required at 
www.biblioottawalibrary.ca, under “Programs and 
Events.

The Canadian War Museum - Until September 
4, you can see ‘The Fenians - Unintended Fa-
thers of Confederation’ in the display corridor. 
The Canadian War Museum developed the exhi-
bition in partnership with the Fort Erie Historical 
Museum.



Page 17  -  GTHS Newsletter  -  Issue #1 - 2017

PEARLS OF 
WISDOM …

A Grain of Sand

If starry space no limit knows
And sun succeeds to sun,

There is no reason to suppose
Our earth the only one.

‘Mid countless constellations cast
A million worlds may be,

With each a God to bless or blast
And steer to destiny.

Just think! A million gods or so
To guide each vital stream,

With over all to boss the show
A Deity supreme.

Such magnitudes oppress my mind;
From cosmic space it swings;

So ultimately glad to find
Relief in little things.

For look! Within my hollow hand,
While round the earth careens,

I hold a single grain of sand
And wonder what it means.
Ah! If I had the eyes to see,

And brain to understand,
I think Life’s mystery might be
Solved in this grain of sand. 

Robert William Service

And remember... “It’s the steady, quiet, plodding 
ones who win in the lifelong race.” 
~ Robert William Service

For the Sugar Glaze:
• ¼ cup water 
• ¼ cup granulated sugar

GOOD ENOUGH 
TO EAT

Ingredients:
• 4 tablespoons unsalted butter, room temperature
 • 3 ½ tablespoon granulated sugar
 • ½ teaspoon salt 
• 1 egg
 • ½ cup milk 
• 1 ¼ cups + 3 tablespoons bread flour
• ¼ cup + 3 tablespoons cake flour 
• ½ tablespoons active dry yeast 
• ½ teaspoons ground allspice
• 3 tablespoons golden raisins 
• 3 tablespoons candied orange peel 
• 1 egg (for egg wash)

Easy Hot Cross Buns Recipe

For the Icing:
• 1 cup confectioner’s (powdered) sugar 
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
• 1 ½ tablespoon water (or milk)

Directions:
1. In a mixer bowl blend the first 4 ingredients. 
2. Add milk, stir until blended, but do not overbeat. 
3. Add flour, yeast, and allspice - mix until absorbed. 
4. Add raisins and orange peel - mix until well blended 
(If dough too sticky to handle - add a pinch of flour.) 
5. Place dough in oiled bowl - cover with plastic wrap. 
6. Allow dough to rise in warm location (80-85 de-
grees) for 1½ - 2 hours. 
7. Remove dough - divide into 9 equal portions (¼ 
cup each). Sprinkle with flour if too sticky. 
8. Shape each portion into ball - place slightly touch-
ing in a 3x3 grid on parchment-lined baking sheet. 
9. Cover baking sheet and allow to rise in warm loca-
tion for another 30-45 minutes. 
10. Beat remaining egg - brush bun tops.
11. Bake at 375F for 17-20 minutes until golden. 
12. While buns bake, make the sugar glaze 
13. Once baked, brush buns with Sugar Glaze. 
14. While buns cool, make the icing. 
15. Once cool, pipe a cross on the top of each bun. 

Note: These rolls will stale quickly, so bake them on 
the same day you plan to eat them. Makes 9 buns.
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GOULBOURN TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP FORM

Last Name:  ___________________________________ First Name:  _____________________
Full Address: __________________________________________________________________
Phone:  _______________ e-mail:_________________________________________________
Second Family Member (if applicable):______________________________________________
Second e-Mail address (if applicable): ______________________________________________

Is this application for a SINGLE MEMBERSHIP ($15/yr)? ____

Family Membership ($20/yr)? ___ (two family members at the same address)

Is this a membership renewal? _____ or a new membership request? ____ 
Do you wish to make a donation to the GTHS? ____
Would you be interested in volunteering with the GTHS? ____ 

NEWSLETTER:
The GTHS Newsletter is published quarterly and sent to all members. Please help us keep our costs 
down by having your copy sent to you by e-mail.

Please send my copy by e-mail:  ____            by post:  ____

METHODS OF PAYMENT:
Cash or cheque made payable to the “Goulbourn Township Historical Society”.

Payments may be made at any meeting or program, including the Annual General Meeting.

Payments can also be mailed to:
Goulbourn Township Historical Society,
PO Box 621, 2060 Huntley Road, Stittsville, ON, Canada K2S 1A7

Receipts for Income Tax purposes will be sent shortly after your application is received.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
For GTHS Membership Office Only

Date Received:  _______________

Membership dues are for the period:  February 1, 2017 to January 31, 2018
Amended:  January 2017

MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION


