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Summer time at the ‘Stittville’ Train Station was busy
with many travellers heading to Ottawa or beyond. Circa 1920’s.

(Photo from the Goulbourn Township Historical Society Archives)
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President:  TBD
Vice-President: Lynne Blenk
Secretary:  Irene O’Grady 
Treasurer:  Debbie Proulx
Directors:  Lee Boltwood
   Bob Halberstadt
   Elizabethe Hobbs
   Lesley McKay
   Shaun Peppy  
Past President: Barb Bottriell

Webmaster:  John Bottriell
webmaster@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
Newsletter Editor: Lesley McKay
gths-editor@rogers.com
Membership: Robin Derrick
membership@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
Archives:  Joan Darby
research@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org

ANNUAL PROGRAM CALENDAR FOR 2016
Mark these important dates on your calendar! We encourage everyone to come out to enjoy the many 
events that Georgia Derrick has arranged for the GTHS in 2016. If you can provide some baking or 
assist with the pre-event set-up, please contact Fran McCarthy at 613-831-1036 or email her at:
francath39@sympatico.ca. Fran will be delighted to receive your assistance because as you know 
many hands, make light work.

January 23, 12:00 noon – Annual General Meeting, Christ Church, Ashton
February 27, 1:30 pm  – Heritage Celebration and Photo Display, Stittsville Library
March 19, 1:30 pm  – Women in the World Wars, Goulbourn Museum
April 16, 1:30 pm  – Clara’s Rib, Ottawa Sanitorium, Stittsville Library
May 21, 1:30 pm – The Grants of Goulbourn, Stittsville Legion
June 18  – A Visit to Middleville Museum, Lanark County - CANCELLED
October 15, 1:30 pm  – The Irish Experience in the Ottawa Valley, Stittsville Legion
November 19, 1:30 pm – Soldiers in the World Wars, Stittsville Legion
December – Christmas Gathering – Place and Time TBA

This newsletter is produced with the assistance of the City of Ottawa
and the Ontario Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Recreation.

president@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
vicepresident@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
secretary@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
treasurer@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org

For general inquires:
info@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org

The Goulbourn Township Historical Society
P.O. Box 621, 2060 Huntley Road
Stittsville, Ontario
K2S 1A7

To send articles or tidbits of information for the 
newsletter, Lesley would be pleased to receive 
your input and can be contacted at:
gths-editor@rogers.com

GTHS CONTACT  INFO
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EDITOR’S REMARKS

- Cont’d

Official Summer is just days away and now that our gardens are planted, it is time to sit back and 
enjoy the fruits of our labour combined with the forthcoming glorious weather. 

March, April and May gave us three interesting 
and exciting programs: namely, Women in the 
World Wars presented by the Goulbourn Muse-
um; Anne Raina’s presentation about her family 
story and book Clara’s Rib – The Ottawa Sanito-
rium; and, our historical actor John Curry’s pre-
sentation on The Grants of Goulbourn. Turnout 
for all the events was high as the topics were 
of great interest to all. Our June trip to the Mid-
dleville Museum on June 18 has unfortunately 
been cancelled. Anne Raina sent a lovely thank 
you card to GTHS for the warm welcome she 
received and the enjoyable audience at her April 
presentation to our group.

March 19 at the Goulbourn Museum presentation
to GTHS on Women in the World Wars.

(Photo: Lesley McKay)

John Curry presenting
’The Grants of Goulbourn’ On

May 21 at the Stittsville Legion.
(Photo Lesley McKay)

Anne Raina presenting
to the April 16th GTHS program.

(Photo Lesley McKay)

Display of Anne Raina’s books.
(Photo Lesley McKay)
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EDITOR’S REMARKS -  Cont’d

Barclay Nap is an archivist with Junior Farmers of Ontario in Guelph. He dropped in for a visit with 
Joan Darby and Marion Scott on January 24 to do some filming and recording for an upcoming video 
he is preparing on the Junior Farmers organization. He was en route from a Junior Farmers’ ban-
quet held the previous evening in Ottawa. Mr. Nap originally got connected through a question to the 
GTHS website about local farmers and the Richmond Town Hall.

Barclay was here to discuss the origins of the Richmond and area Junior Farmers Club, the first to be 
formed in Carleton County around 1916. Richmond Junior Farmers, like many others, were formed 
by the young men who took a Department of Agriculture course on farming methods; often this class 
went on to form a Junior Farmers club.  Richmond’s Department of Agriculture course was held in 
1915 in the old Town Hall (now the Dining Hall). Once Mr. Nap has completed his video, we are hop-
ing he will give us permission to publish the link as his videos have been very well done.

John Curry holding a photo of the
Robert H. Grant family home at

what is now the Grant Crossing shopping area. 

On June 5, as part of our Outreach Program, we were to participate in the annual ‘Arts in the Park’ 
event in Stittsville at which we were excited to distribute our new brochure – unfortunately, due to 
inclement weather the event was postponed until possibly August.

- Cont’d

Junior Farmer, Barclay Nap of Guelph, Visits the Richmond GTHS Archives

John Curry holding a photo of the
Robert Grant family home that the

1870 Carleton County fire had severely damaged.

‘Arts in the Park’  Postponed
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EDITOR’S REMARKS -  Cont’d

Lesley McKay
Editor

This focus group was one of several meetings held recently to gather opinion on the proposed new 
Central Library. GTHS was invited to send a representative and Joan Darby, our Archivist, attended. 
Joan noted that we were the only historical society to do so. Joan said “it was a good opportunity to 
discuss with other researchers just what we would like to see in a state of the art combined Library 
and Archives Canada and Ottawa Public Library facility”. Information gathered from these focus 
groups will be combined into models of the operations and functions of this new facility. The public will 
have an opportunity to see these models and comment at two sessions: June 15 at 395 Wellington 
St. and June 22 at City Hall.

Have a safe and adventuresome summer!

Town Hall – Circa 1900  – Perth Street – Richmond
(From the Goulbourn Township

Historical Society Archives)

Barclay Nap confers with local historian Marion 
Scott.  Marion uses Marlene Greene’s book

 “The Richmond Fair – A Country Experience” to 
illustrate the agricultural history of Richmond.

(Photo – Fred Darby)

Focus Group for Researchers on the Ottawa Central Library - May 26, 2016
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GENEALOGY – THE MAGUIRES OF RICHMOND 
Submitted by Mr. John Maguire

- Cont’d

One of our members, Mr. John Maguire of Ottawa, has donated to our Archives an autobiography written by his 
father, J. Arthur Maguire, after WW 1 and other documents that trace the family ‘Maguire’ of Richmond. Mr. J. 
Arthur Maguire had also served in The Veteran’s Guard in WW 2. Mr. John Maguire is the Great-Great-Grand-
son of Sgt. John Maguire of The Prince Regent’s County of Dublin 100th Regiment of Foot.

John Maguire’s Great Grandfather was Constantine Maguire. His house at the corner of Burke and McBean 
Streets is still standing and is the oldest house in Richmond. He and his wife Frances Duke lived there.

I thought it would be interesting to share part of this historic autobiography, entitled: “Four Years of the War 
As Seen By A Buck Private: An Autobiography About World War One”.

JOHN ARTHUR MAGUIRE May 17, 1893 - November 1, 1954

This is an autobiography by my father, J. Arthur Ma-
guire, written in the 1930s. It relates to his experienc-
es both tragic and humorous while serving overseas 
during “The Great War”, World War I. He joined the 
Canadian 38th Battalion on January 16, 1915, at age 
21 and was transferred to the Canadian 2nd Battalion 
on April 28, 1915 and served with that Battalion until his 
discharge on May 9, 1919. This is the fiftieth anniversa-
ry of his death.

Art was born May 17, 1893 in Carleton Place, Ontario, 
the youngest of the nine children of Thomas Magu-
ire and Mary Leatherland. His brothers were William, 
Hugo, Howard, Leonard, and Trevor. His sisters were 
Ethel, Mabel, and Mildred. His grandfather was Ser-
geant John Maguire of The Prince Regent’s County of 
Dublin 100th Regiment of Foot who came to Canada 
from Ireland in 1805 to protect British North America 
from the planned invasion by the Americans.

He also served with the Veteran’s Guard of Canada 
during World War II.

J. Arthur Maguire, Boer War, Circa 1900
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“Don’t enlist today, please don’t enlist today.” My mother and sister entreated with me in this manner every day 
for weeks. My two brothers had enlisted shortly after the outbreak of war, and my family disliked parting with 
another member just yet. However, their pleadings were without avail. I could not withstand the urge to see the 
great adventure and on January 16th, 1915, I joined up with the 38th Canadian Infantry Battalion and was sent 
to Barriefield Camp, Kingston, Ontario, for training.

While out one night having a good time, it was late when I returned to the Camp from Kingston and found 
great difficulty in locating my tent. On making enquiries from tent to tent, where the boys were endeavouring to 
sleep, I was about as popular as a skunk at a garden party. Everyone gave me the boot, one way or another. 
Finally I found the mess tent and slept on a mess table until the line-up for breakfast. The penalty I received for 
being absent all night was being supplied with a pail of whitewash and a brush and ordered to mark out roads 
by means of laying beautifully shaped stones. These whitewashed boulders, nicely placed in line, added beau-
ty to the Camp. Of course I did not make all of the the road myself as I had a police sergeant to do the thinking 
for me. This non-commissioned officer thought he was very clever to have gained stripes in such a short period 
of service. There is no doubt one must be clever and popular to rise to the rank of police sergeant. After a few 
days of road making I was back with the boys.

Within a couple of weeks a draft was required to go to England, and I, being such a good soldier, was one of 
those lucky enough to be chosen. We were all given leave to go home and bid our loved ones goodbye. It was 
a trying task, so I did not mention my early departure to anyone thinking that when safely on board ship I would 
drop them a line. On the expiration of leave I returned to the white tented city and within twenty-four hours was 
lined up with two hundred and forty-nine others and marched away to the train which carried us to within a 
stone’s throw of the docks of Montreal.

On boarding the ship I found to my surprise that I was lucky enough to have been given a cabin on the second 
deck. At ten o’clock the following morning the huge liner was towed by tugs to the channel where she started 
on her own steam to wind her way down the St. Lawrence River to the Atlantic. From the time we left the dock 
until reaching Quebec City, we were given a wonderful send off by all the smaller craft by means of whistle 
blowing and bell ringing. After leaving the City of Quebec, owing to darkness and fog, we did not see land 
again until nearing the Mother Country. To me, the first five days of the voyage were wonderful. The morning 
of the sixth day things changed. After doing justice to a huge plate of porridge at breakfast, something in the 
shape of a small steak was put before me. It being a shade lighter in colour than beefsteak and not caring very 
much for the flavour, I enquired as to the name of the dish, and on being informed it was tripe, I immediately 
left for my cabin where I remained until obliged to go out on deck. I lost everything and honestly believe the 
tripe tasted much better on its return. As my seasickness did not stay with me, I felt much better the following 
day and once more began to enjoy life.

GENEALOGY – THE MAGUIRES OF RICHMOND   -  Cont’d

- Cont’d

This publication of his story is dedicated to him and his Canadian companions with whom he served 
and to the thousands who died in the service of their country and did not return.

John A. Maguire
Ottawa, November 1, 2004
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- Cont’d

The air became quite cool about mid-Atlantic, and we were informed there was a field of icebergs in the vicin-
ity. After a considerable time we sighted them. They stood out wonderfully, and with the sun reflecting all the 
colours of the rainbow, one imagined these immense pieces of ice were heavenly palaces. As we lost sight of 
the icebergs, we became interested in watching for submarines. Finally we sighted something in the distance 
coming in our direction. As we were now in the danger zone all we thought of was submarines, and as the 
vessel came closer to us we were thrilled to see one of His Majesty’s destroyers, which had come to protect us 
from the enemy. The following day another destroyer came along and joined us. It was marvellous to see the 
speed of these boats and the manner in which they covered the waters all around us for about half a mile. All 
on board were so interested in the manoeuvring of these destroyers. Shortly we sighted land and the following 
morning, were in Plymouth Harbour waiting for the tide to come in so that the boat could proceed to the dock, 
which was only a few hundred yards away.

After being on board ship for nearly two weeks we were ordered to disembark. Everyone appeared very happy 
as we walked down the gangplank and put our feet on terra firma once more. Before entraining, I mailed a post 
card to my mother informing her of my arrival in England and advising that I would return to her before many 
months. Our train took us from Plymouth to Shorncliffe in about eight hours time. We marched from Shorncliffe 
to St. Martin’s Plains, but were not greeted until the following morning. We were then received by hard-boiled 
sergeant majors who took great pleasure in trying to make soldiers out of us. Some of our draft claimed to 
have served in the British Army at some previous time, and as our Ross rifles were taken from us and replaced 
by Lee-Enfields, one ex-soldier felt quite at home with his new rifle and bayonet. In demonstrating, he rushed 
to the side of the hut and drove his bayonet and rifle right through the wall leaving quite a large hole in it. In 
doing this he was seen by one of our new sergeants who immediately had him made acquainted with the Colo-
nel. The Colonel, being delighted to meet one of the new draft, gave him three days C.B. and pack drill. Before 
his three days were up, he walked more like a soldier than any of us.

During our stay of about four weeks at the Plains, our routine consisting of physical exercises, battalion pa-
rades, squad drills, bayonet fighting and bombing, we were made more like soldiers than we had ever hoped 
to be. Most of the evenings were spent in the canteen enjoying the odd glass of Basses Ale playing Crown and 
Anchor or Housie. Occasionally we would take a walk to Folkestone, overlooking the English Channel, have 
a glass or two, or three, and sometimes one too many. One order at this Camp was that we may carry canes 
instead of swagger sticks, and it certainly fell hard for my approval, as the swagger sticks were too short to be 
of any assistance.

Our time in England became shorter and shorter, and finally one day we were notified to prepare to proceed to 
France. We were supplied with necessary equipment, including emergency rations, which consisted of a tin of 
bully beef and three hardtack biscuits. In a day we were on our way to Southampton where they packed us into 
a transport ship as closely together as sardines in a can. One was lucky to be able to turn sideways enough 
to loosen off his harness. There was not sufficient space for us to sit down. The trip across took us about eight 
hours. We arrived in the morning at Le Havre, which I considered the dirtiest and most unkempt place I had 
ever seen. This was, no doubt, due to its being such a busy port, receiving troops, ammunition, guns, food-
stuffs and everything that goes to make war.

GENEALOGY – THE MAGUIRES OF RICHMOND   -  Cont’d
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- Cont’d

Marching to the Camp, which was about eight miles off, we were followed by children begging for biscuits 
or something to eat. This was my first sign of war. Orders were - not to give our rations away, but some of 
us could not resist. By the time we reached Camp I could have eaten the hardtack myself as the march was 
mostly uphill, and the cobblestone roads were anything but a pleasure to walk on. This Camp, called the Base, 
was where one was put through the final tests before going up the line. . The system of feeding the troops was 
poor. One was obliged to rise at four in the morning and stand in the line-up for breakfast, which was served 
in the mess room at six. One morning I was a little later than usual and stood in the line-up for over an hour, 
just to have the door of the mess room closed in my face. This act sure did give me a soft place in my heart 
for mess room officials. By dinnertime, I was so hungry I could have eaten the plate on which the stew was 
served. At this Camp, they also had a bullring where the dear drill instructors kept us going all day long with the 
exception of noon hour. These non-commissioned officers were the hardest I had seen up to this time. They 
had to be, to keep from being sent up the line themselves. If they were not capable of giving one hell, up the 
line they had to go with the best of luck.

We spent about a week at the Base where we were fitted out once more with necessaries, given a medical 
inspection, kissed the Commandant goodbye, marched down to Le Havre, and were put in box cars ready to 
be moved away to the trenches. These boxcars were very compact and most uncomfortable as there was not 
sufficient room for everyone to lie down on the floor of the car simultaneously. When we slept, we did so in 
relays. The train moved very slowly, which made it possible for us to view the scenery.

After three days of sightseeing we detrained at a small station and marched to Bullford Camp where the 2nd 
Canadian Infantry Battalion accepted us as a draft. We were welcomed by the Battalion and by some boys 
who had answered the call of the country at the outbreak of war. We were assigned our quarters in the huts 
and given a good meal consisting of bread, jam, and tea, after which we enjoyed a good night’s rest.

Bright and early the next morning we were about, making all kinds of enquiries as to the trenches and were 
told this was the quietest sector along the whole line. The bugle call for cookhouse rang out, so we took our 
mess-tins to the cook wagon where we received a piece of bacon and a mess- tin of tea, but no bread. On 
asking about bread, I was told that the previous night I had received my ration, which should have lasted me 
for twenty-four hours. Some of the boys noticing that I had no bread offered to share theirs with me.

A muster parade was held following breakfast to place the new draft in their respective sections. I was placed 
in Platoon #11, 3rd Company with some of my friends. It was a favour asked by one of the boys that I should 
be put with him that he might keep his eye on me, and was granted by the finest Sergeant Major that ever 
walked in shoe leather. He was the son of a padre who was also serving in France. I made my acquaintance 
with this padre by telling him to be careful, not knowing who he was. He was looking for someone, and came 
over to where I was standing and hit me on the seat with a riding whip he always carried, saying, “Have you 
seen my son, Jack?” I replied that I did not know him and he said, “You do - he is your Company Sergeant 
Major.” I at once found his son and they enjoyed a short visit together.

On seeing them bid goodbye to each other, I remarked mentally, “You may hit me again if you wish, old top.”

GENEALOGY – THE MAGUIRES OF RICHMOND   -  Cont’d
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Within a day or two at billets we received orders to prepare for the trenches. My pal, named Happy, 
with whom I had hit it off during all our army experience, wished me the best of luck. Wishing him the 
same we lined up in our respective sections and very shortly received orders to move off. It was not 
quite dark, so we were enabled to get a general idea of the land, which was within the gunfire of the 
enemy. As we drew nearer and nearer to the trenches, Happy would call our attention to the gun po-
sitions, which were well hidden by brush and shrubbery. It was very fortunate for us that there was no 
shelling going on. Once in a while a stray bullet would sing past us. At this stage I presumed we were 
not very far from the trenches, and within a short time we singled out and filed into them. It was night 
and for us who were making our first trip up the line, very strange to be groping along in the dark. 
Presently we came to the place where we were to endeavour to make ourselves as much at home as 
possible. Happy and I discovered a good- looking dugout just large enough to accommodate the two 
of us. Happy, knowing the ropes, went out and secured some sandbags and placed them on the floor, 
making it nice and clean. Then for a dixie of tea. We rustled some wood and in a short time were en-
joying a good cup of tea. ……….

GENEALOGY – THE MAGUIRES OF RICHMOND   -  Cont’d

**Editor’s Note: If you want to read more of this delightful account of J. Arthur Maguire’s autobiogra-
phy, visit the GTHS Archives at the Richmond Library. The 67 page document is a worthwhile read!

J. Arthur Maguire’s War Medals
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LAUNCH OF RICHMOND’S 200TH ANNIVERSARY  

The event featured a parade of dignitaries and the organizing committee, lead by members of the Royal Cana-
dian Legion Richmond Branch 625 and a bagpiper. Rev. Michel Dubord of St. John the Baptist Anglican Church 
led all those assembled in a prayer for the community of Richmond. Cydney Green led those assembled 
through the planning completed so far, introduced the organizing committee and gave us a preview of work to 
come.

We learned from Tino Bevacqua that $20,000 has already been raised, mostly from some generous sponsors 
who were introduced to the crowd. Tino also unveiled the billboard which will remain on Perth St. at Huntley to 
show fundraising progress with a giant thermometer. Mayor Jim Watson, Councillor Scott Moffat and Member 
of Parliament for Carleton Pierre Poillievre all lent their support to Richmond’s 200th Anniversary and commit-
ted to staying engaged.

Following the outdoor event, which was blessed by fantastic weather, the procession moved in to the arena. 
There, people were treated to a fantastic lunch, cake, a first look at the really cool Richmond 200 merchandise 
and the chance to catch up with friends and neighbours.

Over 50 people came together to start building excite-
ment and momentum towards 2018.

(Submitted by Shaun Peppy)

Mayor Jim Watson saying a few words as he
unveils the Richmond 200 logo

April 30th marked the official launch of Richmond’s 200th Anniversary and unveiling of the official logo!

The Goulbourn Township Historical Society’s signa-
ture contribution to the celebrations in 2018 will be a 
historical walking/wagon tour of Richmond guided by 
costumed interpreters. This will be an opportunity to 
learn about the homes, businesses and people from 
Richmond’s past in a fun an engaging way.

Find out more about Richmond’s 200th
Anniversary at www.richmond200.ca
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Midnight, June 30, 1867 – Bells of church towers across New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Ontario (Up-
per Canada) and Quebec (Lower Canada) resonated after receiving an Order to do so. On a sunny 
July 1, 1867 at 12:00 noon, a Proclamation (the British North American Act) from the Queen was read 
in all of the notable towns to announce the birth of a new country – the Dominion of Canada. Ottawa, 
the new country’s capital and named so by Queen Victoria, was quaking under the discharge of 101 
guns to salute the occasion. Celebrations took place across this new country well into the night – it 
was a new beginning for the four provinces.

HOW CANADA DAY CAME TO BE 
Submitted by Lesley McKay

Macdonald’s new wife Agnes wrote in her 
diary marking the day. “This new Dominion 
of ours came noisily into existence on the 
1st, and the very newspapers look hot and 

tired, with the weight of Announcements and 
Cabinet lists. Here - in this house - the atmo-
sphere is so awfully political that sometimes 
I think the very flies hold Parliaments on the 

kitchen tablecloths.” 
(Courtesy of CBC Learning –

A People’s History)

Ottawa 1867 (National Archives of Canada)

On July 1, 1867 Canadians celebrated the birth 
of their country. (Queen’s University Archives)

- Cont’d
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HOW CANADA DAY CAME TO BE    -  Cont’d

John A. MacDonald – 
Canada’s First Prime Minister
(National Archives of Canada)

Governor General Charles Monck
(National Archives of Canada)

Our first Governor General of Canada was Lord 
Charles Stanley Monck. As one of his first official 
duties, he approached John A. MacDonald to 
request that he be the first Prime Minister of this 
new country. MacDonald through his determined 
labours, brought together the former British 
Colonies, along with his infallible talent to garner 
a resolution during the process of establishing 
Canada. The Governor General immediately 
arranged to have MacDonald sworn in. As well, 
William McDougall, E.P. Howland, Tilley, Cartier 
and Galt as Finance Minister were sworn in. By 
noon, Queen Victoria had named MacDonald a 
Knight Commander of Bath and the other Cab-
inet members named Companions of the Bath. 
The merging of the four colonies was now official 
and the Canadian Parliament was formed. This 
time was also known as the MacDonald era in 
Canadian politics. The official elections were held 
on September 18th, 1867 and on November 7th, 
1867 Parliament convened with John A MacDon-
ald as the victorious Prime Minister.

- Cont’d

Ottawa was designated as capital of the new
Dominion of Canada. The New Parliament Buildings.

(National Archives of Canada)
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HOW CANADA DAY CAME TO BE    -  Cont’d

Antoine-Phileas Cote, LL.B.
(Parliament of Canada)

3.3 million citizens of English, French and Irish descent were brought together to make up the new 
country. Montreal brought approximately 100,000 citizens; then Toronto and Quebec City with about 
60,000 each; and 17,000 from Ottawa – the new Capital and an old logging operation town. The ma-
jority of citizens (about 81%) lived on farms or in the countryside and industry played an insignificant 
part of the economy overall during this time.

‘Dominion Day’, as it was formerly known, 
marked the Constitution Act of 1867. The Act 
imparted a considerable amount of independence 
from the British Commonwealth, but complete 
independence was not introduced until 1982 with 
the signing of the new ‘Canadian Constitution’. 
Held in 1917, the first official celebration took 
place honouring the 50th birthday of Canada.

A Private Member’s Bill prepared in 1946 by Phil-
eas Cote, a Quebec House of Commons mem-
ber, requested that Dominion Day be renamed 
as Canada Day. Passed by the House of Com-
mons, the Senate of the time felt the day should 
be called ‘National Holiday of Canada’ and rec-
ommended this to the House of Commons. No 
agreement could be reached, so needless to say, 
the Bill was defeated on the Order Paper.

On July 1, 1958, the Diefenbaker government recognized Canada Day by conducting a ‘trooping of 
the colour’ on Parliament Hill. 1967, Canada’s Centennial year, was the first nationwide commemo-
ration advocating our pride and nationalism. Events were televised in the 1960’s as the Canada Day 
celebrations increased. 1980’s brought funding for Canada Day events in communities.

In 1982, the Canada Act was passed which lifted any residual dependence on the British Common-
wealth. The same year on October 27, a unanimous vote in the House of Commons finally made 
Canada Day official. This officialdom brought about considerable transformation of the celebrations 
even though Canadians had for decades acknowledged the holiday.

Some of the more noteworthy July 1 occurrences in Canada are:
- July 1, 1927 – the Canadian National Railway initiated the first national radio connection
- July 1, 1958 – the first nationwide broadcast was aired by the
           Canadian Broadcasting Corporation
- July 1, 1958 – the Coffer Dam was blown up to create the St. Lawrence Seaway
- July 1, 1966 – brought the first colour television transmission in Canada
- July 1, 1967 – saw the inauguration of the Governor General’s Order of Canada
- July 1, 1980 – ‘O Canada’ was officially named as Canada’s national anthem
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VISITING THE GTHS ARCHIVES

In this issue I’d like to highlight two treasures, one 
recently acquired, and one recently re-discovered.

The GTHS was fortunate to receive as a donation the 
book Shillington immigrant pioneers to Canada by C. 
Howard Shillington. This appears to be the definitive 
book on the Shillington family, including those who 
settled in Goulbourn Township, and is a companion 
resource to the Shillington website http://shillington.
net/  which has contributions on the site from the 
book’s author C. Howard Shillington.
Shillington Immigrant Pioneers can be found on the 
GTHS shelves at the Stittsville Branch of the Ottawa 
Public Library at 921 SHI.

(Submitted by Joan Darby, photos by Fred Darby)

In addition to the Gordon family history, Miss Gordon, 
daughter of Samuel Gordon and Elizabeth MacDou-
gall, published a history of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church in Richmond, and transcriptions of both the 
Shillington and Munster Union Cemeteries, all of 
which can be found in the GTHS files. We also have 
some of her unpublished work on the MacDougall 
family in our Family Files.  

The second treasure is the book - The descendents 
of William Gordon (also commonly referred to as The 
Gordons of Goulbourn) by Elizabeth M. (Betty) Gor-
don. Betty Gordon was born and raised on the Gor-
don farm in Goulbourn. She was an early member of 
the GTHS, a founding member of the Ottawa Branch 
of the OGS and a member of the Historical Society of 
Ottawa. This book was originally written as part of the 
“Heirs of History – Rescuing Canadian History” proj-
ect, funded by a New Horizons Grant in 1974.  This is 
how The Ottawa Journal described this project:  “Elev-
en persons in Ottawa are determined not to allow 
Canada’s heritage to be lost in today’s fast-moving 
society”. The descendents of William Gordon can be 
found on the GTHS shelves at the Stittsville Branch of 
the Ottawa Public Library at 921 GOR.

We are really fortunate to have access to these 
essential publications on two of Goulbourn’s early 
families.
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NEWS AND VIEWS 
Award in Community Programming  – Canada’s 
History is looking for community-based history proj-
ects for the 2016 Governor General’s History Award 
for Excellence in Community Programming. The 
award recognizes innovative projects that promote 
and encourage community engagement in history. 
Eligible projects include exhibits, preservation or 
restoration initiatives, oral histories, special events, or 
any other type of community programming. Projects 
should be completed within the past 18 months of the 
award deadline.

Two recipients (French and English) are awarded 
$2500 for their project, and a trip to Ottawa to receive 
their award at the Governor General’s History Awards 
at Rideau Hall. Recipients also attend the Canada’s 
History Forum and the History-Makers Celebration 
Dinner, held in conjunction with the awards.
 
To find out more information, nominate a project, or 
apply online, visit our website at:
http://www.canadashistory.ca/Awards/Communi-
ty-Programming.
Applications are due June 30, 2016.

Stittsville Library Temporary Closure – Please 
be advised that the Stittsville Branch of the Ottawa 
Public Library will be closed for renovations from June 
17 to July 14, 2015.  During this time of closure, 
the GTHS Archives are unable to take research 
requests as our access will be unavailable. Re-
quests will start up again when the Library re-
opens. In future, for those who wish to access or 
require information from the GTHS Archives, please 
send an email request to:
research@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org. 

GTHS Fundraising Reminder
The Goulbourn Township Historical Society (GTHS) 
members have helped the Society raise needed 
funds while enjoying a meal at the same time. Hur-
leys Restaurant in Stittsville will donate 10% of each 
meal to the GTHS bank account. Just mention “Team 
3966”. So next time you find yourself at Hurleys, men-
tion Team 3966, and continue to fundraise for GTHS. 
Keep eating, keep fundraising!

PROGRAMS “Our Programs Committee always 
strives to offer events that will provide 
an enjoyable learning experience for 

all who attend”

Bytown Days Volunteers – Volunteer for Colonel By 
Day - a family-oriented, heritage themed festival that 
celebrates Ottawa’s founding father and history from 
July 30th to August 1st. If you are interested or would 
like more information on how to get involved, please 
email: volunteer@choocopo.ca or call (613) 562-
0405.

GTHS on Facebook – Have you checked out our 
new Facebook page yet? There is lots of information 
on events and historical facts and photos. If you are 
not a Facebook member, you can access the page 
by typing: facebook.com/goulbourntownship in your 
internet browser.

June 2016 – Unfortunately, the June 18 trip to Middleville Museum has been CANCELLED due to the low 
number of people who signed up to participate.

October 2015 – The Stittsville Legion will be a hub of everything Irish on October 15 as we bring you Terry 
Currie and his presentation on “The Irish Experience in the Ottawa Valley”. Don’t miss out on this informative 
afternoon.

Submitted by Georgia Derrick
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PEARLS OF WISDOM …

Wood Lily, Wood Lily in the sweet fern,
Bright as a flame in the forest you burn.

Gleam in the solitude, flash from afar,
Signal of Joy for the traveller you are.

Delicate Wood Lily in the deep shade,
In Orient scarlet for joyance arrayed,

Staying our hearts at the turn of the year,
Straying from Paradise, how came you here?

Wood Lily, Wood Lily, what must he bring
Who would love you forever without book or ring?

A heart that is tender, a mind that is free,
A hand that is gentle? Oh, say I am he! 

Bliss Carman, Wood Lily from his
Wild Garden publication, 1929

And remember …. 

For me, the vast marvel is to be alive.
For man, or for flowers or beast or bird, 
he supreme triumph is to be most vividly

and perfectly alive

Al Purdy
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GOOD ENOUGH TO EAT

from A Little Cookbook for a Little Girl – 1905

Tomato Soup

- Cont’d
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GOOD ENOUGH TO EAT    -  Cont’d

1 cup sweet butter 
2 cups sugar 
3 eggs 
2 1/2 cups flour 
1 tsp. baking soda 
1 tsp. cinnamon 
1/2 tsp. nutmeg 
1/4 tsp. ginger 
2 tbsp. dark cocoa 
1/2 cup water
1 tsp. vanilla 
2 cups shredded carrots 
3/4 cups chopped nuts 
1/3 cup coconut 
3/4 cup chopped dark chocolate or
dark chocolate chips

Frosting
8 oz. cream cheese, at room temperature 
1/4 cup sweet butter, room temperature
1 tsp. vanilla extract 
1 1/2 cups powdered sugar

Combine cream cheese, butter and vanilla and mix until blended. Scrape down bowl and add sifted 
powdered sugar. Mix until smooth. 

Preheat oven to 350˚ F. Cream butter and sugar until light and fluffy. Add eggs, one at 
a time; beating well after each addition. Sift dry ingredients together; add to creamed 
mixture alternately with water and vanilla. Fold in carrots, nuts, coconut and chocolate 
chips (or chopped chocolate pieces) Pour into 9” x 13” baking pan. Bake for 45 min-
utes.  Cool and frost with cream cheese frosting (see recipe below).

Chocolate Chip Coconut Carrot Cake
- from a 1928 advertisement for Baker’s Coconut in the Ladies Home Journal
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GOULBOURN TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP FORM

Last Name:  ___________________________________ First Name:  _____________________
Full Address: __________________________________________________________________
Phone:  _______________ e-mail:_________________________________________________
Second Family Member (if applicable):______________________________________________
Second e-Mail address (if applicable): ______________________________________________

Is this application for a SINGLE MEMBERSHIP ($15/yr)? ____

Family Membership ($20/yr)? ___ (two family members at the same address)

Is this a membership renewal? _____ or a new membership request? ____ 
Do you wish to make a donation to the GTHS? ____
Would you be interested in volunteering with the GTHS? ____ 

NEWSLETTER:
The GTHS Newsletter is published quarterly and sent to all members. Please help us keep our costs 
down by having your copy sent to you by e-mail.

Please send my copy by e-mail:  ____            by post:  ____

METHODS OF PAYMENT:
Cash or cheque made payable to the “Goulbourn Township Historical Society”.

Payments may be made at any meeting or program, including the Annual General Meeting.

Payments can also be mailed to:
Goulbourn Township Historical Society,
PO Box 621, 2060 Huntley Road, Stittsville, ON, Canada K2S 1A7

Receipts for Income Tax purposes will be sent shortly after your application is received.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
For GTHS Membership Office Only

Date Received:  _______________

Membership dues are for the period:  February 1, 2016 to January 31, 2017

Amended:  March 2016

MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION


