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ANNUAL PROGRAM CALENDAR FOR 2014

Mark these important dates on your calendar! We encourage everyone to come out to enjoy the many 
events that Georgia Derrick and her team have arranged for the GTHS in 2014. If you can provide 
some baking or assist with the pre-event set-up, please contact Fran McCarthy at 613-831-1036 or 
email her at: francath39@sympatico.ca. Fran will be delighted to receive your assistance because as 
you know many hands, make light work.

January 18, 12:00 noon – Annual General Meeting, St. John’s Anglican Church Hall, Richmond
February 15, 1:00 pm – Heritage Day Celebration, Stittsville Library
March 15, 1:30 pm – Almonte Train Wreck, North Lanark Museum & Historical Society, Stittsville                           
Library
April 19, 1:30 pm – Armchair Walk Down Stittsville Main Street, Marion Gullock & Lesley McKay,   

NOTE NEW LOCATION – Stittsville Library

May 17, 1:30 pm – A History of the Masons and Goodwood Lodge, McBean Street, Richmond
October 18, 1:30 pm – Genealogy – Sources and Solutions, Brian Tackaberry, Stittsville Legion
November 15, 1:30 pm – The Story of the Richmond Fair, Dale & Marlene Green, Richmond Legion
December (TBA) – Traditions of the Season Christmas Gathering

 is newsletter is produced with the assistance of the City of Ottawa

and the Ontario Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Recreation.

president@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
vicepresident@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
secretary@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
treasurer@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org

For general inquires:
goulbournhistoricalsociety@gmail.com

The Goulbourn Township Historical Society
P.O. Box 621, 2060 Huntley Road
Stittsville, Ontario
K2S 1A7

To send articles or tidbits of information for the 
newsletter, Lesley would be pleased to receive 
your input and can be contacted at:
gths-editor@rogers.com

GTHS CONTACT  INFO
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EDITOR’S NOTE

This year, as we memorialize the 70th Anniversary of D-Day and the Battle of Normandy, we thought 
it appropriate to dedicate this Newsletter to commemorate how the war affected the daily life of those 
who remained behind and remember those who have fallen before us during this historical time.

We are holding a contest for members to see if we can identify the location of a picture taken of King 
George V1 and Queen Elizabeth when they visited Canada in 1939. Was it in Stittsville? Let us know 
where it took place and Enter to Win a Prize. Look for the picture at the bottom of page 10 of this 
newsletter and see the contest details.

-
ant stories and articles that we didn’t want you to miss – so enjoy. 

Have a Happy Canada Day and a safe and sunny summer!

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS

Our Speaker’s Program has brought us a lot of 
interesting information and enjoyment this sea-
son.  The presentation by the Lanark Historical 
Society and Museum in March on the 1942 Train 
wreck in Almonte attracted several survivors of 
the wreck who gave vivid accounts of their ex-
periences.  These surprise visitors added to the 

Lanark Museum curator Sarah Chisolm.  A large 
and attentive audience came out for this event.

In March, another large audience came out to hear two of our members who are longtime residents of 
Stittsville, give an entertaining presentation on Stittsville Main Street. They had a lot of photos of dif-
ferent buildings to show and a fund of stories to go with them. Some in the audience also added their 
stories to the mix which made for a lively afternoon.

- Cont’d

Sarah Chisholm, Lanark Museum Curator and

Ed Muldoon presenting for the Almonte Train Wreck

(Photo courtesy of Lesley McKay)

Lesley McKay
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The Masonic Goodwood Lodge as it is seen today.

(Photo courtesy of Ian White)

Marion Gullock responding to questions at the

Armchair Walk Down Stittsville Main Street

(Photo courtesy of John Bottriell)

I’m pleased to say we have found three volun-
teers who will be handling our documentation 
of houses of historic interest along some of the 
rural roads of Goulbourn. Diane Cloutier, Lynne 

Owen and Sue Dow are quite excited about 
doing the research on these houses and will be 
starting on the project this summer.

- Cont’d

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS  -  Cont’d

Mari  Gullock ndin to stio t th

In April we had the privilege of visiting the Ma-
sonic Lodge in Richmond and hearing about its 
history, as well as having a tour of the lodge. 
(See report later in newsletter.) Goodwood Lodge 
159, as it is known, is named after the Duke of 
Richmond’s estate in England. We, of course are 
familiar with the Duke, having our own version of 
him from one of our active members.

Lesley McKay presenting the Armchair

Walk Down Stittsville Main Street

(Photo courtesy of John Bottriell)

A group of attendees reminiscing at the

Armchair Walk Down Stittsville Main Street

(Photo courtesy of John Bottriell)

Project Going Ahead
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PRESIDENT’S REMARKS  -  Cont’d

 A committee has been formed to plan for the 
200th anniversary of the settlement of Richmond 
and the Historical Society will be part of this com-
mittee. A number of organizations from Richmond 
will also be on the committee and the hope is to 
engage the residents of Richmond so that the 
whole community becomes involved in the cele-
brations. It should be an exciting time with lots of 
scope for imagination, so if you’re from Richmond 
and have some ideas about how best to com-
memorate this special anniversary, please let me 
know. Richmond has a rich history and we should 
be able to capitalize on that.

We have no further news on what is happening to the property at 1519 Main Street, the former Brad-
ley’s General Store. The heritage designation was lifted by the City so the owner is now free to sell 
the building as is, or to demolish it and sell the property that way.

The Bradley/Craig farmhouse on Hazeldean Road is owned by Richcraft Developments, but their 

works. Both buildings have heritage designations from the City of Ottawa.

Jordan and Michaela McConnell manning

the GTHS booth at The Arts in the Park

events in Stittsville on June 1st

(Photo courtesy of Barb Bottriell)

Left to right: Tino Bevacqua, President of the

Richmond Village Association, Brian Goss and 

John Villeneuve of the Richmond Legion at the 

June 4 Community round table meeting.

(Photo: John Curry) - Cont’d

Richmond 2018 Outreach

The Historical Society participated in Arts in the 
Park in Stittsville on June 1st. We had two young 
volunteers to help us staff the booth – Jordan 
and Michaela McConnell. Thanks to both for 
their smiling and enthusiastic presence. We had 
displays from our 2013 Heritage Photo Contest 
and a panel from our book “Goulbourn Stained 

the Park.
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Stittsville Campgrounds

1898-1974

You are standing on the former 30-acre site of one of Canada’s largest and most widely known
religious meeting grounds which between 1898 and 1974, became a memorable part of the lives of
thousands of people and impacted the development of evangelical Christianity throughout Canada.

Erected by the Goulbourn Township Historical Society 2013

Outreach . . . cont’d

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS  -  Cont’d

Barbara Bottriell

Historic Sites

Summer is a great time to visit some historic sites, and Canada has some wonderful ones. The for-
tress of Louisbourg in the Maritimes is outstanding. The Tom Thompson cairn on Canoe Lake is 
special if you’re a camper/canoeist. Moosenee and Moose Factory in northern Ontario are fascinating 
places to visit and then there are the historic sites right here in the city of Ottawa.  History is with us 
all the time. We just have to notice that it’s there and appreciate it.

Have a safe and good summer.

On June 14th we had a booth at the Richmond 
Craft Fair and Family Fun Day. Although the 
weather was rather chilly for June, we were in-
side the Curling Rink and there was a steady run 
of people interested in Richmond’s history. We 
featured archival photos of some of Richmond’s 
past businesses and a map of Richmond’s down-
town on which you could locate them. We also 
had a small presence at Shad’s Party in the Park 
on that same day. Canada Day is still to come!

grgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrounds

9744444444444

 o o o o o o of f f f f f f f f f Canada’s largest and most widely known
9797979797979797979797979797974, became a memorable part of the lives ofofofofofofofofofofofofof

 of f f f f f f f f evevevevevevevevevevananananananananangegegegegegegegegegegegegelililililililililicacacacacacacacacal l l l l l l l l ChChChChChChChChChririririririririristststststststststiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaianininininininininitytytytytytytytytytytytyty t t t t t t t t thrhrhrhrhrhrhrhrhrouououououououououghghghghghghghghghghghghghououououououououout t t t t t t t t CaCaCaCaCaCaCaCaCanananananananananadadadadadadadadadadadadadadada.

Society’s booth at the Craft Fair and Family Fun

Day in Richmond on June 14th

(Photo courtesy of Barb Bottriell)
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A VISIT TO THE MASONS –
GOODWOOD LODGE, RICHMOND, ONTARIO

Roger Cook, our speaker for May 17th

at the Masonic Goodwood Lodge in Richmond

(Photo courtesy of Barb Bottriell)

Submitted by Barb Bottriell

On Saturday May 17th, we had the privilege of 
visiting the Masonic Lodge in Richmond as part 
of our Speaker’s Program. The Lodge is known 
as Goodwood Lodge (named after the 4th Duke 
of Richmond’s estate in England), and one of its 
members, Roger Cook, was our speaker, ably 
assisted by Lodge Historian, Ivan Harris, who 
showed the slides upon which Roger based his 
talk.

The interior of the Lodge is well-worth seeing as its walls are covered with historic photographs and 

rectangle, living up to the idea of a mason’s careful measurements.
Goodwood Lodge also has the original chair which was made for the 4th Duke of Richmond when he 
visited the village in 1819. Our Duke of Richmond, (aka our Membership Chair Robin Derrick) in full 
costume, tried out the chair during our meeting.

Cornerstone of the Masonic Goodwood Lodge. 

(Photo courtesy of Ian White)

Robin Derrick sitting in the chair made for

the 4th Duke of Richmond back in 1819,

and kept in the Richmond Lodge.

The Duke of Richmond was a Mason.

(Photo courtesy of Barb Bottriell)

- Cont’d
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Roger Cook explained that there were practicing 
Masons in the area even before Richmond was 
settled but that the Richmond Lodge (later to 

being on April 29, 1821. Its members had been 
meeting at the home of Colour Sergeant Vaughn; 
but from 1821-1846 they met at the Masonic Coat 
of Arms Tavern run by Sergeant Andrew Hill and 
his wife Maria Hill.

One of the most famous masons to visit Rich-
mond was Charles Lennox, the 4th Duke of 
Richmond, who was Governor General of British 
North America at the time, and was the provincial 
Grand Master of the Freemasons in Sussex back 
in England. As most of us know, he unfortunately 
died just after he left Richmond and his body was 
brought back to the Masonic Coat of Arms tav-
ern to be prepared by Maria Hill for the long trip 
to Quebec City where he would be buried in the 
Anglican Cathedral there.

This year is the 150th anniversary of Goodwood 

after a hiatus in Masonic activity in Richmond for 
a few years. Roger Cook commented upon some 

was the Rev. Charles Biggar Pettit, who was the 
rector of St. John the Baptist Anglican Church in 
Richmond. Robert Lyon, son of Captain George 
Lyon one of Richmond’s original settlers, was an 
important member as was R.H. Grant who later 
became Education Minister in the provincial gov-
ernment.

Roger’s slides showed us some of the important 
artifacts hanging on the walls of the lodge. There 
is a representation of the four meeting places 
of Goodwood Lodge: Rielly’s Hotel, (the Riellys 

-
rick McElroy’s general store at McBean and

Strachan Streets, a building owned by Hugh 
Rielly, son of Edward Rielly the hotel keeper, and 

site of the former Methodist Church which had 
burned down.  There is also a representation of 
the three degrees of Masonry.

Our group was invited to look at the many arti-
facts hanging on the walls of the Lodge after our 
speaker took questions, and also to inspect a 
small portable organ carried on horseback by a 
saddleback preacher who travelled from commu-
nity to community.

A VISIT TO THE MASONS –
GOODWOOD LODGE, RICHMOND, ONTARIO -  Cont’d

An overview of the Masonic Goodwood Lodge

in Richmond. Notice the artifacts and

photographs on the walls

(Photo courtesy of Barb Bottriell)

A lovely selection of cookies and squares was 
provided by some of our members at the conclu-
sion of the program and the members of Good-
wood Lodge provided us with coffee.
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Governor General Lord Monck on June 20, 1868 
made a proclamation to have all Her Majesty’s 

-
sary of the union of the British North American 
provinces under the name of Canada. In 1879 the 
holiday was established by statute as “Dominion 
Day”. 1917 was the next recorded celebration for 
the 50th anniversary of Confederation, and after 

new Centre Block (still under construction) was 
dedicated as a memorial to the Fathers of Con-

in the First World War.

The Diamond Jubilee of Confederation in 1927 
marked the next celebrations which were high-
lighted with the laying of the Confederation Build-
ing cornerstone by Governor General, the Right 
Honourable Viscount Willingdon, as well as the 
inauguration of the Carillon in the Peace Tower.

The government of the day, in 1958, announced 
an annual observance of Canada’s national day. 
The Trooping of the Colours on Parliament’s front 
lawn in the afternoon, a sunset ceremony in the 
evening, followed by a military music band con-

the day.

In 1967, Canada’s Centennial and the attendance 
by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II was an instru-

ceremony was organized for the day on Parlia-
ment Hill.

1968 brought about a change in the program 
with the addition of multicultural and professional 
concerts being held on ‘The Hill’ and a nationally 
televised evening concert. 

THE HISTORY OF CANADA DAY

Until 1975, celebrations were held all through the 
month of July in Ottawa under the auspices of 
“Festival Canada”. The event was cancelled in 
1976, but reintroduced in 1977.

In 1980 a national committee was set-up to orga-
nize and plan local celebrations in communities 
across Canada. Fireworks displays were added 
in 15 major cities in 1981 and on October 27, 
1982 the name of ‘Canada Day’ was introduced 
as our national holiday.

In 1984, the mandate to organize Canada’s capi-
tal celebrations was given to the National Capital 
Commission. In past years, private sector organi-
zations and federal sponsors were instrumental 
for funding of the ‘Capital’ celebrations.

Canada Day, taking place on Parliament Hill, now 
consists of formal speeches in the morning from 
the Prime Minister and/or the Governor General 
and various Cabinet Ministers, the Changing of 

-
tainment, followed by an evening concert and 

surrounding suburbs are alive with local celebra-
tions and events for all ages during the day. 

An interesting fact – On average, in the past de-
cade or so, Ottawa’s celebrations have attracted 
over 400,000 people each Canada Day, with 40.8 
percent of those in attendance from outside the 
capital (Decima Research Survey).
      

Submitted by Lesley McKay
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and the United States was made May 17 to June 
15, 1939 with King George VI and Queen Eliza-
beth (royal consort) travelling across the country. 
The visit took place on the eve of the Second 
World War and was planned to concretely main-
tain Canadian support for Britain.  One planned 
important stop on the tour was a visit to Toronto’s 
Coronation Park. It is the site of a memorial creat-
ed in honour of both George VI’s coronation and 
Canadian veterans from World War 1.

There is no written record of the King and Queen 
stopping in Stittsville on their way west across 
the country, but a couple of pictures provided to 
us from local resident Annie Bradley’s collection, 
suggest that they might indeed have stopped in 

It is interesting to note that Queen Elizabeth (the 
Queen Mother) made her last visit to Canada 50 
years later (1989), at the formative age of 89.

Now then, here is

the fun part! 

Can you identify the

location of this picture?

We think it is in or near 

Stittsville but where?

THE ROYALS COME TO CANADA IN 1939 –
DO WE HAVE A FUN EXERCISE FOR YOU!

Waiting the arrival of the royal train are dignitaries, who 

appear in the next picture with the King and Queen. 

The station sign (top left) clearly reads as “Stittville” 

(The CPR’s misspelling of the village name.) Bradley’s 

store is seen in the background on the left.

(Photo courtesy of Mrs. Annie Bradley’s collection)

Write to gths-editor@rogers.com if you can identify where the King and Queen were walking 

when this picture was taken and a surprise prize will be yours! In the case of numerous correct 
entries, we will draw names from a hat for the winner.
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CANADA AT HOME -
LIFE DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR

In Ontario and British Columbia numerous chil-
dren, women and teenage girls worked on farms 
for low pay. They represented the Women’s Land 
Brigades, Farm Cadet and Farmerette groups. 
Many organizations, such as the Kinsmen and 
Red Cross worked in collaboration with Federat-
ed Women’s Institutes and the Cercles Fermières 
to organize blood donations and food relief for 
our allies. Food nutrition and conservation were 
important to both Canadians and our allies.

In 1941, the importance of nutrition was intro-
duced by the government with what is equivalent 
to Canada’s Food Guide of today. They created a 
Nutrition Service Division within Agriculture Can-

The six food groups included in the ‘Food Rules’ 
were milk, cereals and breads, fruits, vegetables, 

introduction of freezes on food prices. The use of 
coupon rationing for sugar, coffee, tea, and butter 
occurred in 1941, and meat followed in 1942. A 
spike in food prices and shortages from time to 
time prompted price and rent controls to ensure 
that every Canadian received their fair share and 
could afford the necessities of life.

It was September 10, 1939 when Canada en-
tered the war and how quickly life changed for 
our country. Men and women went off to war, 
food, education and religion changed. Volunteer-
ism was instrumental to the war effort and gave 
Canadians the opportunity to contribute in a posi-

Food and its production faced many changes for 
the farmer, Canadian families, food companies 
and the restaurant owner. One popular slogan 
often heard when agricultural products and Can-
ada’s food supply were discussed was ‘Food 
will win the war’. The Canadian government put 
in place steps to effectively change the diets of 
Canadians. These included a concise campaign 
to emphasize ‘patriotic’ foods, a national nutri-
tion strategy, along with the placing of controls 
on food distribution, pricing and growth. The one 
infamous and most memorable symbol was the 
introduction of the ‘Ration Book’. Canada’s over-

the minds of government with the need to keep 

and cheese were being sent to Britain to offset 
their losses and Canadians were asked to vol-
untarily eat more of Canada’s ‘patriotic’ foods – 
namely apples and lobster – due to the collapse 
of the export market in these food groups. The 
Department of Agriculture began distributing 
advertisements containing messages such as 
“Serve apples daily and you serve your country 
too”.

Submitted by Lesley McKay

o”.

- Cont’d



Page 12  -  GTHS Newsletter  -  Issue #2 - 2014

In 1942, the victory garden became a burgeoning 
appearance on many front lawns. Although initial-
ly discouraged by the government because of the 
inexperience of people, the supplies and equip-
ment required for gardening, that were precious 
in war time, Canadians showed their patriotism 
by continuing the practice. In 1943, the govern-
ment had to relent due to the protests of Canadi-
ans and the seed situation improving.

Education was another aspect of our lives that 
was heavily affected by war. The number of stu-
dents attending grade schools, high schools and 
universities was down, as was the availability of 
teachers and professors. Numerous graduates 
and students were enlisting in the war, with each 
name being recorded diligently by the institution 
they attended. The school curriculum was altered 
to accommodate lessons on the war effort and 
Canada’s role. Students were taught practical 

-
ing and air raid precautions (remember get under 
your school desk). Funding for school programs, 
social activities and the building of new schools 
and facilities was cut. 

During the war, chocolate bars and soda pop 
were scarce, and meatless Fridays were imple-
mented. The size of tins for canned food changed 
to 9 standard sizes and carrots, beets, apples, 
pork and beans, and spaghetti could no longer be 
sold in cans. Soybeans were used as a nutritional 
snack in place of peanuts and saccharine was 
used frequently in packaged foods. The Canada 
War Cake became a popular dessert (The recipe 
is in the Good Enough to Eat Section). Numer-
ous cookbooks were printed during the war with 
helpful hints for the menu planner working within 
a tight budget. Robin Hood Flour Mills introduced 
their cookbook in which they used rolled oats in 
pretty much every recipe to stretch the menu and 
budget at mealtime. You will have the chance to 

the Good Enough to Eat section.

CANADA AT HOME -
LIFE DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR -  Cont’d

It is interesting to note that during war time, Ca-
nadians were eating healthier and more than they 
had in the previous decade. Years after the war 
this time period evokes mixed emotions for many 
Canadians – both happy and sad.

- Cont’d
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The youth of Canada played an integral role in 
Canada’s war time effort. They supported char-
ities and various campaigns like Victory Bonds 
and War Savings Stamps. They would collect 
scrap rubber, metal and milkweed pods to be 
used in the manufacturing process for equipment 
used in the war. Almost every public event held 
in the school, invited people to participate in the 
raising of funds for the war. Female students 
would sew and knit articles for the servicemen 
and women abroad and prepared supplies for 
hospitals. In some school districts, it was made 
obligatory for young men to join the cadets pro-
vided they met the physical requirements. The 
Canadian forces and national cadet leagues pro-
vided funding for the military training received.

Although the role that youth were playing in 
Canada was important, it was not without debate. 
Some people and organizations felt that students 
were receiving practical and useful training to 
enable them to be responsible for the future of 
the nation. Others felt that our schools and uni-
versities were becoming trade schools and that 
the institution of higher learning was falling by the 
wayside.

During this time, schools and the government 
worked together closely as universities recog-
nized the importance that educated youth could 
contribute here at home. The students had the 

knowledge that was required and the universi-
ties convinced those that made public policy the 
importance of these traits in the development of 
Canada’s economic and defence policies for the 
future.

The adventuresome nature of war was prominent 
in many of the writings from the youth of Canada, 
especially young men. The meaning of war to 
Canada’s youth took shape in the way of poetry, 
stories, cartoons and editorials carried in school 
newspapers and yearbooks. Older students were 
more mature in their described meaning of war 
through bittersweet stories of the loss of a family 
member, friend or neighbour. Some were even 
able to be comical about the daily impact of war 
on the lack of school supplies and activities.

the youth of our nation with long-lasting effects on 
Canada as a whole, while the importance of ed-
ucational institutions were recognized as integral 
participants in the role they played here at home. 
It was certainly a time of learning, but for learning 
new lessons and directions for Canada.

CANADA AT HOME -
LIFE DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR -  Cont’d
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A LIVE REPORT – NORMANDY LANDING – JUNE 6, 1944 –
AS TOLD BY JACK TENNANT

I joined the Army in Regina in winter 41-42 over 
the objections of my father.  Very soon I began to 
recognize the left foot from the right.

Began basic training in Chatham, Ontario; a 
pleasant summer time in a friendly locale.
Selected for signals and went on to Vimy in 
Kingston. I trained in Morse code and radio pro-
cedures. I had a break one long weekend assist-
ing in locating an escaped POW. Without help, 
he was located sitting in the park in downtown 
Kingston.

and introduction to battle tactics, how to read a 
map and promptly became lost!!!

I left for overseas in the Louis Pasteur, an un-
eventful trip accompanied by doubtful food.
Upon arrival in England, joined E section, 3 Cdn 
Div Sigs attached to the 12 R Fd Reg RCA. 
Came under the glare of the RSM---code-named 
Ming the Merciless!  He loved to get us sig types 
on guard duty and we loved trying to escape it. 
I spent until Christmas 1943 going on artillery 
shoots to Wales and Salisbury Plains, with in be-
tween tours of southern England in the blackout.
As a diversion learned to ride a motorcycle and 
drive a truck. My main task was as a radio opera-
tor supporting the Regimental CO in his duties.

During the winter of 1943-44 became engaged 
in invasion training.  Water proofed everything in 
sight. Trained as gunner operator in a Sherman 
tank---was not enthusiastic.  Found it crowded 

such cramped quarters.

Jack Tennant was born and raised on a farm in Saskatchewan. He joined the Army at the age 

of 19. He re-enlisted after the war in 1947 and served in various Canadian, European, Mid-east 

and Far East locations. He retired in 1977. He lived in Richmond (dates unknown) and was a 

member of the Richmond & District Branch (625) of the Royal Canadian Legion.

Went out to sea twice on beach landing exercises 
where at one time we almost crossed the channel 
to France.

In May of 1944, the unit moved to a concentra-
tion area near Southampton where we continued 

Bombed by lone enemy aircraft one evening and 
much noise from exploding ammunition but no 
casualties.

My companion and I hitchhiked a ride around 
Southampton waters in a courier boat crewed by 
two WRNS. Duty overcame other interests.

SS Pasteur in wartime during Convoy WS19.

She was used as a troop carrier and military

hospital ship between Canada, South Africa,

Australia and South America. She transported

around 300,000 soldiers.

WS38 Mk II Man-Pack Radio was the standard light-

weight portable set used for most of World War II

- Cont’d
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A LIVE REPORT – NORMANDY LANDING - JUNE 6, 1944 –
AS TOLD BY JACK TENNANT -  Cont’d

Boarded landing ship Headquarters on June 2 in 
-

ion Headquarters. We had been issued special 
gear and were well loaded down with enough am-
munition and grenades to get us across Europe! 
On top of all these items, the most important, a 
man-pack radio. While on board ship read about 
Rome falling to the allies. Up anchor afternoon 
of 5 June and head out into the English Chan-
nel. Weather is wet, raining and windy. Misera-
ble crossing to France. We prime our grenades. 
Check over our gear and prepare for landing.

Off Normandy about 4 a.m.

noise from off-shore naval bombardment. Ship 
heaves and LCA comes alongside. We clamber 
down netting and settle in for run to shore. About 
a mile off shore begin to recognize detail, espe-
cially lone house on beach front.

Much shelling, heavy smell of cordite and diesel 
fumes.

Note nearby landing Craft Rocket ship sending in 

into barrage and disintegrate. Landing craft doors 
down and everyone off---into 4 feet of water.
No immediate enemy opposition.  Naval beach-

everyone to move off beach quickly. No gawking!  
Continue inland, following white tape.  Compan-
ion and I assist each other, removing water proof-
ing from radios.  As we cross beachfront road 
enemy mortar barrage comes in on party.Regi-
mental 2 I/C is gravely wounded, my companion 
is killed and others in party become casualties. 
Mortar fragments put my radio set out of action, 
having passed through set and entered my back.

After having wound dressed, remain on beach 
awaiting arrival of main Regimental party.  Help 
medics tend wounded and try to be useful. Am 
evacuated to hospital in UK where I spend my 
21st birthday!

Return to Normandy end of June and join K sec-
tion, 2 Cdn Div Sigs attached to an infantry regi-
ment, the Regiment de Maisonneuve.  Spend the 
rest of the war as CO’s radio operator.
Riding in Bren gun carrier, feel like sitting duck. 
Dig slit trenches all across Europe, dodging 88’s 
and “moaning  minnies”.

But come through safely and see the end of the 
war near Emden in Germany.  CO opens bottle of 
wine and we drink to fallen comrades and better 
days.

Approaching Normandy and preparing to land

Running for shore

Bren gun carrier
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GRAVESTONE MARKINGS
Submitted and Photos by Ian White

Walking through a quiet cemetery is a peaceful 
and relaxing exercise which can be made more 
interesting if one takes the time to observe and 
understand the symbols on the gravestones. In 
Goulbourn all but the more modern stones show 

items of nature. This is an indication of the rural 
life in the township until recent decades.

The pictures here are all cropped photographs 
of symbols found on gravestones in the three 
cemeteries in the Hazeldean area of Goulbourn – 
The Scharf Cemetery, The Union Cemetery and 
the Maple Grove Cemetery, although the same 
symbols, and many others, are on gravestones in 
most Goulbourn and area cemeteries. 

Many of these symbols were on older grave-
stones, and were suffering the ravages of weath-
er and time.  Earlier stones were usually sculpt-
ed, while more modern ones are engraved by a 
variety of methods.

Examining the gravestones of your ancestors, the 
symbols can sometimes give nuggets of infor-
mation about the family history. In an area such 
as Goulbourn many people have ancestors who 
settled in the region almost two centuries ago, 
and whose gravestones are accessible, these 
nuggets can be valuable in the family history.

Symbol: Torch
Meaning: Eternity

Symbol: FLT in chain 
links on a metal stake
Meaning: Independent
Order of OddFellows.
Stands for Friendship, 
Love and Truth

Symbol: Broken Pillar
Meaning: Mortality.  
Break in earthly to
heavenly life

Symbol: Anchor with
broken surround.
Meaning: Cessation
of Life

Symbol: Crown
Meaning: Victory

Symbol: Daffodil
Meaning: Death of
Youth

Symbol: Dove
Meaning: Peace

- Cont’d
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GRAVESTONE MARKINGS -  Cont’d

Symbol: Ferns
Meaning: Humility and 
Sincerity

Symbol: Freemason
Meaning: Square and 
Compasses – tools of the 
mason’s craft

Symbol: Hand grasping 
another hand
Meaning: Holy Matri-
mony; the spouse who 

hand, guiding the spouse 
to heaven

Symbol: Hand with one 

Meaning: Hand pointing 
up to Heaven

Symbol: Lamb
Meaning: A young child.  
Innocence

Symbol: Lily of the Valley
Meaning: Return to
happiness, purity, humility

Symbol: Oak Leaves with 
acorn(s)
Meaning: Longevity

Symbol: Maple Leaf
Meaning: Canadian
patriotism

Symbol: Oak Leaf
Meaning: Strength.  It 
is believed to be the tree 
from which Jesus Christ’s 
cross was made

Symbol: Open Bible
Meaning: A religious
layperson or cleric

- Cont’d
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GRAVESTONE MARKINGS -  Cont’d

There are two web sites each containing photographs of gravestones in many cemeteries across 
Canada:

http://rootsweb.com/~cangmg (The Canadian Gravemarker Gallery)

canadianheadstones.com

The City of Ottawa Archives and Library and Archives Canada each have more information al-
though it is not online.

The Ontario Genealogy Society has published information on cemeteries, including some in
Goulbourn, its website contains information on the publications.

Symbol: Rose
Meaning: Love, beauty 
and virtue

Symbol: Shamrock
Meaning: Irish

Symbol: Thistle
Meaning: Scottish

Symbol: Clasped Hands
Meaning: Farewell to 
earthly existence

Symbol: Weeping Willow
Meaning: Sadness or 
Mourning
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NEWS AND VIEWS 

Volunteer Awards 

Five members of the Goulbourn Historical Society received Volunteer Service Awards from the Ontar-
io Government on June 5th. The ceremony, held at Tudor Hall in the south end of Ottawa, consisted 
of presentations, a keynote speaker and a reception. The following members received awards: Barba-
ra Bottriell (10 years), Joan Darby (10 years), Don McMillan (10 years), Bernie Shaw (10 years) and 
Mike Bryan (5 years). Many organizations were represented at the ceremony. Each recipient received 

-
mier of Ontario. Don, Bernie and Joan were unable to attend the ceremony.

- Cont’d

Overview of Tudor Hall during the Volunteer
Service Awards Ceremony on June 5, 2014

(Photo courtesy John Bottriell)

Barb Bottriell and Mike Bryan receiving
their Awards at Tudor Hall

(Photo courtesy John Bottriell)

Bernie Shaw (l) and Don MacMillan (r)
with their Awards

(Photo courtesy of Barb Bottriell)
Joan Darby with her award

(Photo courtesy of Barb Bottriell)
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NEWS AND VIEWS 

Beechwood Cemetery Tour 

In September 2014, the Sir Guy Carleton Branch 
of the UEL Association of Canada will conduct 
a tour of Beechwood Cemetery highlighting the 
lives of several Loyalists and their descendants 
who are buried there.

Family History Conference 

The annual British Isles Family History Society of 
Greater Ottawa will be holding its annual Fam-
ily History Conference from September 19-21 
at Library and Archives Canada.  This year the 
Conference will feature English family history, 
immigration from Great Britain, including Home 
Children, and Genetic genealogy.
www.bifhsgo.ca

Event at Holiness Movement plaque Aug. 16th 

Lillian Hobbs is organizing a service of hymns 
and praise followed by a potluck at the site of 
the plaque erected last summer by the Historical 
Society to mark the Stittsville (Methodist) Camp-
grounds. Anyone who is interested is invited to 
attend. Time is 11 to 2 p.m. Rain or shine.

“Voices of Goulbourn’s Past:  Volume 3” – by
Linda Preston and Cheryl McCoy is now available 
for sale at $20 per copy. Check with Linda Pres-
ton at linda.preston@sympatico.ca.

Books of Interest

“Goulbourn Stained Glass” has been reprinted 
after it sold out last year and is now available at 
the original price of $20. The book is in full colour 
and records photos of stained glass windows 
in 12 churches in Goulbourn Township and the 
stories of the families to whom they were dedi-
cated. The book is available through our website 
at goulbournhistoricalsociety.org, the Ashton 
General Store, or, by calling 613-836-2305.

GTHS October Event – Genealogy – Sources 

and Solutions

October is fast approaching and so is our start 
back to our speakers program. On October 18 
Brian Tackaberry will be speaking at the Stittsville 
Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion at 1:30. 
This should prove to be an interesting topic for all 
of us. See you there.
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SPECIAL REQUESTS …

Family histories of present or former Goulbourn residents are wanted for our Family History Ar-
chives. If you have any information either anecdotal or a Family Tree, or memories you would like to 
share, please send them to research@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org.

GTHS Fundraising Reminder – For the past several years members of the Goulbourn Township 
Historical Society have been able to help the Society raise needed funds while enjoying a meal at the 
same time.

Hurleys Restaurant in Stittsville will donate 10% of each meal to the GTHS bank account. All you 
have to do is mention our team number “Team 3966”. So please feel free to enjoy a good meal at 
Hurleys, mention Team 3966, and continue to fundraise for the Goulbourn Township Historical Soci-
ety.

Also remember that if you dine at Bistro 54 in Stittsville and show your Historical Society membership 
card, you get 10% of what your meal cost deducted from your bill. Keep eating, keep fundraising!
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PEARLS OF WISDOM …

“As long as there are sovereign nations possessing great power, war is inevitable.” 

Albert Einstein

we shall never surrender, and even if,

this Island or a large part of it were subjugated and starving,

Winston Churchill

In light of the 70th Anniversary of the

Battle of Normandy and D-Day,

the feelings of the time during WWII

Reveal the Heart of Combat
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Ingredients:

1 cup raisins 
2 cups water
1 tsp baking soda
1 tbsp lard (or cooking oil)
1 cup sugar
1 tsp clove
1 tsp nutmeg
1 tablespoon cinnamon

GOOD ENOUGH TO EAT

A wonderful cake to serve to guests eager to learn a bit more about our Canadian history

Directions:

Combine the raisins, water, spices, and sugar in a saucepan and bring to a boil.
Reduce heat and simmer. Allow to simmer for 20 minutes.
Add the baking soda and lard to the mixture and allow cooling.

Pour into a greased loaf pan and bake at 375F for 40-50 minutes.
This makes a delicious, moist, fruity loaf cake perfect for serving 12.

CANADA WAR CAKE 

- Cont’d
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GOOD ENOUGH TO EAT  -  Cont’d

ROBIN HOOD BEEF LOAF 

Robin Hood Flour Mills printed a cookbook “Ration Recipes” with recipes tried and tested to make 
nutritious meals with what food supplies were available, using ration coupons and Robin Hood rolled 
oats to expand many dishes, while also keeping the wartime budget in mind. Below is a recipe from 
the book.
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GOULBOURN TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL SOCIETYMEMBERSHIP FORM
Last Name:  ___________________________________ First Name:  _____________________Full Address: __________________________________________________________________Phone:  _______________ e-mail:_________________________________________________Second Family Member (if applicable):______________________________________________Second e-Mail address (if applicable): ______________________________________________
Is this application for a SINGLE MEMBERSHIP ($15/yr) ____or a Family Membership ($20/yr) ___ (two family members at the same address)?
Is this a membership renewal _____ or a new membership request ____ Do you wish to make a donation to the GTHS: ____Would you be interested in volunteering with the GTHS: ____ 
NEWSLETTER:The GTHS Newsletter (The Goulbourn News) is published quarterly and sent to all members.You can help us keep costs down by having your copy sent to you by e-mail.Please send my copy be e-mail:  ____            by post:  ____
METHODS OF PAYMENT:Cash or cheque made payable to the “Goulbourn Township Historical Society”.Payments may be made at any meeting or program, including the Annual General Meeting, or mailed to: Goulbourn Township Historical Society, PO Box 621, 2060 Huntley Road, Stittsville, ON, Canada K2S 1A7
Receipts for Income Tax purposes will be sent shortly after your application is received.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Date Received:  _______________
Membership dues are for the period:  April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015
Amended:  March 2014

MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION


