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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President:  Barbara Bottriell
Vice-President: Lynne Blenk
Secretary:  Rev. Jim Kirkpatrick
Treasurer:  Debbie Proulx
Directors:  John Brummell
   Lee Boltwood
   Irene O’Grady
   Barry McGinnis
Past President: Robin Derrick

Webmaster:  John Bottriell
webmaster@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org

Newsletter Editor: Lesley McKay
gths-editor@rogers.com

PROGRAM CALENDAR FOR 2015

Mark these important dates on your calendar! We encourage everyone to come out to enjoy the many 
events that Irene O’Grady and her team have arranged for the GTHS. If you can provide some baking 
or assist with the pre-event set-up, please contact Fran McCarthy at 613-831-1036 or email her at: 
francath39@sympatico.ca. Fran will be delighted to receive your assistance because as you know 
many hands, make light work.

January 24, 12:00 noon – Annual General Meeting, Munster United Church
February 14, 1:30 pm – Heritage Day Celebration, St. John Anglican Church Hall, Richmond
March 21, 1:30 pm – A Taste of the Irish – Music and History – Stittsville Legion
April 18, 1:30 pm – Richmond Bank Robbery with John Curry – Stittsville Library
May 16, 1:30 pm – Volunteer Fire Fighters – Stittsville Library and Fire Hall
June 27, Time TBA – Bus trip to Sir John A. MacDonald’s Home - Kingston
October 17, 1:30 pm – Finding Women on Ancestry with Lesley Anderson – Stittsville Legion
November 21, 1:30 pm – Hobo Christmas 1935 with Author Terrence West – Stittsville Library
December (TBA) – Christmas Gathering – Location TBA

This newsletter is produced with the assistance of the City of Ottawa
and the Ontario Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Recreation.

president@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
vicepresident@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
secretary@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
treasurer@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org

For general inquires:
goulbournhistoricalsociety@gmail.com

The Goulbourn Township Historical Society
P.O. Box 621, 2060 Huntley Road
Stittsville, Ontario
K2S 1A7

To send articles or tidbits of information for the 
newsletter, Lesley would be pleased to receive 
your input and can be contacted at:
gths-editor@rogers.com

GTHS CONTACT  INFO
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PRESIDENT’S REMARKS

We continued our busy Exhibits program in 2014 
with displays at “Art and Authors in the Park” in 
Stittsville,  Craft and Family Day in Richmond, 
Shad’s Party in the Park in Stittsville, and Canada 
Day at the Goulbourn Recreation grounds. In the 
Fall we took part in Stittsville’s Villagefest and in 
the Richmond Fair Parade, where our float won 
the “Best in Show” prize, an honour indeed. We 
also mounted an exhibit of Richmond artist Wil-
liam Salter’s drawings on the Art Space Wall for 
the month of February and took part in Heritage 
Day at City Hall, as well as providing a Heritage 
Day drop-in at the Stittsville Library.

- Cont’d

Exhibits, Survey, and Programs
in 2014

Our most ambitious project, the surveying of 
buildings of historic interest on three rural roads 
of Goulbourn, did move slowly ahead, but we still 
have much work to do on this. If you would be 
interested in interviewing some of the home own-
ers, please contact either Lynne Blenk (lynne.
blenk@gmail.com) or myself (email below).

Our Speaker’s Program continued to attract good 
audiences with five different topics: the Almonte 
Train wreck, An Armchair Walk down Stittsville’s 
Main Street, a visit to the Masons’ Goodwood 
Lodge in Richmond with a speaker explaining its 
history, Sources and Solutions in Genealogy, and 
the Story of the Richmond Fair. We also finished 
our program year with an enjoyable Christmas 
party featuring Santa’s Elf in December.

Although we are well into 2015 now, it never hurts to look back at the year that has just passed to see 
what we have accomplished and what we can learn for the future.

That’s just what we did back in January when we journeyed out to Munster to take part in our
Annual General Meeting. Fortunately the day was fair with no snow or ice to contend with and the din-
ner provided to us by the team at Munster United Church was delicious. Those pies are hard to beat 
and several people did try more than one kind.....not mentioning any names.

In looking over our past year, we were pleased to be able to report the successful conclusion to John 
Desmarais’ research on the Holiness Movement and the subsequent publishing of the book “Camping 
With the Holy Spirit”. We have had brisk sales of this book and will continue to make it available to 
members and anyone else who is interested in the topic. It’s quite the story and of course the camp-
ground at Stittsville plays a major role in it.

February 2014 events
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PRESIDENT’S REMARKS  -  Cont’d

We had two vacant positions as our Treasurer 
Debbie Proulx was finishing her three-year term 
and our Vice-President Mike Bryan had to step 
down for personal reasons. Debbie agreed to run 
for another three-year term, and Barry McGinnis, 
a resident of Stittsville since 2008, was proposed 
and elected for a three-year term to fill the sec-
ond vacancy. Congratulations to both and we 
hope you will enjoy your term on the Board.

Newsletter, Archives and
Memberships in 2014

Additions to the Board

The Year Ahead

Our newsletter editor brought out four interesting 
issues of our newsletter and continues to provide 
us with interesting and relevant material.

Our energetic Archives Committee is working on 
our Social History Files and also answering re-
quests for information, usually about genealogy.

In 2014, our Membership Chair reported that we 
had 121 members, including 10 new members.

Mark your calendar – we are looking forward to our planned Bus Trip on Saturday, June 27 to visit 
Sir John A. MacDonald’s house and gardens in Kingston and hope that many of you will join in. De-
tails of cost, time of leaving etc. will be provided as the date gets closer.

We will be continuing on with our survey of houses of historic interest and hope to be able to finish 
Fernbank Road this year.

If any of you have ideas either for a program you would like to see happen, or on ways we can im-
prove our communications with the general public, we would be happy to hear them. You can always 
reach me at president@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org or by telephone at 613 836-2305.

Barbara Bottriell
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2015 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

AGM REPORT for 2014

Date Presented:   January 24, 2015
Venue:    Munster United Church, Munster, Ont.
Opening Balance:     $8,523.19
Reserve Fund (GIC):  $6,333.20
Cash Balance Dec. 31/14:   $11,698.34
Elected to the Board:    Debbie Proulx (2nd term), Barry McGinnis
Remaining on the Board:  Barbara Bottriell, Jim Kirkpatrick, John Brummell, Lee Boltwood,
      Lynne Blenk, Irene O’Grady and Past President Robin Derrick
Reports presented:   Annual Report, Membership, Archives, Newsletter, Outreach,   
     Publications, Programs.

Top Row L to R: Robin Derrick, Lynne Blenk, Irene O’Grady, John Brummell
Bottom Row L to R: Rev. Jim Kirkpatrick, Barbara Bottriell, Lee Boltwood

(Missing from the photo are: Debbie Proulx and Barry McGinnis)

Barry McGinnis -  
elected as a new Board Director

 at our January 2015 AGM
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My mother, Mary Healey (Wilson) 1912-2012, col-
lected newspaper clippings (births, deaths, mar-
riages, community, or relative newspaper articles) 
from the early 1930s until 2010. In parallel, she 
maintained a handwritten record of the descen-
dants of numerous early settlers in Goulbourn, 
Huntley, March and Drummond townships who 
had been paternally or maternally related.
    
The family surnames include: 

•  Healey, McCaffrey and Mann of
   Goulbourn Township 
•  Wilson and Acres of March Township
•  Cavanagh and Mulligan of Huntley
   Township
•  Ebbs of Drummond and 
•  Wilson of Calabogie, Ontario

She spent countless hours at the Federal Archives, land record office and various cemeteries collect-
ing information. She amassed an assortment of published books about families, communities and life 
in the area. There were many conversations with family members and letters sent to various relatives, 
family friends and other genealogy acquaintances to obtain family information. 
 
In the mid 1960s, she purchased a small, portable typewriter and started to transcribe her handwritten 
documents to a typewritten record, using carbon paper to make additional copies. This was the ba-
sis of maintaining her records until the early 2000s when the typewriter became non-repairable. She 
reverted to handwritten insertions in the typed record. The records for the nine family surnames, is in 
excess of 1300 typewritten pages. Although the computer and internet were available when she was 
in her mid to late 80s, she said she was too old to learn new tricks.  

About 2007, I decided I would assist mother and attempt to locate Healey descendants who moved 
to the USA using the internet. Equipped with the names of family members in each branch of the 
family, I embarked on attempting to locate a living descendant. Various web sites (Peoplesmart, 411.
com) were used and I made numerous telephone calls to individuals that appeared they might be one 
of the descendants. Through perseverance and countless hours, I was successful in locating family 
members in Indiana, Minnesota and Pennsylvania who provided the descendants of their branch of 
the Healey family. 

MY INTRODUCTION TO GENEALOGY RESEARCH
Submitted by Howard Healey

Mother at age 91 (Christmas 2003).

- Cont’d

Mary Emeline Healey (Wilson).
Approximate age 24.
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- Cont’d

MY INTRODUCTION TO GENEALOGY RESEARCH   -  Cont’d

After Mother’s death, I inherited her scrap book collection and family tree books. She spent 80 years 
to collect the information so I was determined to share these books and have them accessible to 
others. After a few telephone conversations and e-mails, her scrap book collection was donated to 
the Goulbourn Museum and her family tree books to Goulbourn Township Historical Society, Huntley 
Historical Society and the Ontario Genealogy Society – Ottawa Branch.

At the same time in 2007, I started to research the Healy/Talbot ancestors in Ireland. I posted several 
‘Queries’, looking for information on William Healy Sr. and Ann Talbot, on genealogy message boards 
in Ireland, USA and Canada. It was 2009 before a significant response was posted on the Irish mes-
sage board. Unfortunately, I did not view the response until February 2013 but fortunately the re-
sponder (William Healy) had not changed his e-mail address in the intervening years. We exchanged 
several e-mails and we met in Northern Ireland in May 2013. William provided copies of church re-
cords, an 1852 property sales perspective of 3600 acres around Moneygall and several other doc-
uments. The week after arriving in Ireland, I met William’s father, John Healy, of Rathmoyle, at his 
home a few kilometers south of Moneygall, Ireland. Rathmoyle (townland) has been in the possession 
of John Healy’s family since 1762. John provided copies of his great-great-great-grandfather’s 1820 
will, his great-great-grandfather’s 1820 marriage agreement and his 1840 will. At this point, I believed 
I had sufficient information to determine who William Healy’s parents were, but required additional 
research to confirm my suspicions. 
  
**Moneygall is a small town, population 310, about two-thirds of the way between Dublin and Shan-
non.

Once back in Canada, I ordered numerous microfilms from the Mormon genealogy records in Salt 
Lake City, Utah (www.familysearch.org). These microfilms were shipped to the Ottawa Stake Family 
History Center at 1017 Prince of Wales Drive and were viewed on a microfilm reader at this location. 
I concentrated on Irish land deeds, marriage agreements and wills for the time period 1708-1820. 
Additional information was obtained from various web sites - ancestry.ca, ancestry.com, findmypast.
ie, eneclann.ie, nli.ie, offalyhistory.com, irishmidlandsancestry.com, nationalarchives.ie, birrhistsoc.
com, askaboutireland.ie and Library and Archives Canada. A search of the Talbot family name in the 
‘Family Tree’ portion of the familysearch.org web site, revealed an individual in Winnipeg, Manitoba 
who was a descendant of Thomas Talbot (Ann’s brother). He provided information on the Talbot family 
including two letters written in the 1850s by William Roberts Talbot, son of Thomas Talbot and his 
great-great-grandfather.

After analyzing the information collection, I am certain that William Healy’s parents were John Healy 
and Margaret Kingsley and that John Healy of Rathmoyle is a fourth cousin of my father. However, 
the search continues to validate family relationships, confirm dates and resolve outstanding issues.
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Although my research concentrated on Ireland, there are a number of research tips I would like to 
share:

1. If you have old family photos – record the date, location and the names of the individuals in the         
 photo. Do this when the family member who knows the individuals is still around.
2. Collect as much information as possible (names, dates, location, etc.) from family members   
 prior to starting your search. Have a discussion with your elderly family member before it is too  
 late.
3. Record the source of all family information obtained. THIS IS ESSENTIAL.
4. Post ‘Queries’ on genealogy message boards and search these message boards for informa  
 tion on your family. Be patient and do not expect immediate results from these postings.
5. Search web sites, like ancestry and familysearch, for other family names in your ancestry.   
6. In your search try variations of your surname, (i.e.) Healey, Healy, Haley, Hely, Heley, Haly,   
 Heally, etc. The individual writing a name in a record may have recorded it as they thought it   
 should be spelled.
7. If you or a family member has family information or documents of historical value, ensure you
 find a home for this information before they are discarded. It takes many generations to
 accmulate family information but only one generation, who is not interested in genealogy, to   
 destroy it.
8. Network – talk to other genealogy enthusiasts and share your research sites and tips – you will  
 undoubtedly obtain good research tips from them.

A detailed account of the descendants of the Healey, McCaffrey and Mann families is available at the 
Goulbourn Township Historical Society Archives (located at the Stittsville Library). The descen-
dant records of all nine families are available at the Ontario Genealogy Society – Ottawa Branch on 
Tallwood Dr., Nepean, Ont. or the Huntley Historical Society, Carp, Ont.

MY INTRODUCTION TO GENEALOGY RESEARCH   -  Cont’d

Howard Healey donating his
Healey, McCaffrey and Mann
documentation that provides
his family history to the GTHS
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EVENTS AND PICTURES OF THE PAST FEW MONTHS

Our Christmas party held on December 20, 2014 
at the United Church in Stittsville was a lot of fun. 
We had lots of food, interesting conversations 
and a gift exchange game run by our resident Elf, 
Helene Rivest. Kudos to Helene for the fun she 
shared with us. The pictures tell the story.

Enjoying some of the refreshments at the
Christmas party.

Just one of the tables of goodies shared by all.

The participants of our gift exchange game.

February 2015 events

We mounted an exhibit on Stittsville’s Railway 
History which hung on the Art Space Wall in 
Stittsville’s Library for the month of February. The 
photos seemed to be much appreciated by those 
who viewed them.

- Cont’d
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We held an Open House in Richmond on February 14 to celebrate Heritage Week in Ontario. Our 
theme was “Memories of Centennial Year – 1967”. We had a wonderful selection of items brought by 
people for the display. Although the turnout from our members was good, we did not attract anyone 
from the community of Richmond who was not a member. This was disappointing and tells us that we 
need to do a better job of inviting the general public to our events. Still, the display was really excel-
lent and thanks to all those who brought items.

Heritage Day 2015 in Richmond

EVENTS AND PICTURES OF THE PAST FEW MONTHS  -  Cont’d

We also took part in Heritage Day held at Ottawa City Hall on February 17, 2015 where many booths 
were set up, including ours, displaying the history of our region. 

Heritage Day Ottawa – 2015 – City Hall 
 

Lee Boltwood manning the GTHS display 
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Our March event found us enjoying the Irish and a good crowd turned out. Kevin Dooley, a marine 
engineer from Ireland now retired and making Canada his home, was our guest speaker and is quite 
a story teller. He provided an enlightening history of the building of the Rideau Canal as well as the 
trials and tribulations those working on the project suffered – from the thousands of Irish, French 
Canadians, Scottish stone masons, British Army members and, of course, Colonel John By. The work 
was back breaking and the men had to endure long hours, campsites that provided poor living condi-
tions and the ravages of disease (which many died from).

Kevin was instrumental in pushing for a plaque to be installed honouring the workers. In his presen-
tation, he related the arduous years of meetings, phone calls and bureaucracy he participated in to 
make this important memory brought to fruition.

The audience listening intently to
Kevin Dooley

Kevin Dooley speaking to the audience

EVENTS AND PICTURES OF THE PAST FEW MONTHS  -  Cont’d

March 2015 Event

Irons in the Fire John and Barb Bottriell jigging



Page 12  -  GTHS Newsletter  -  Issue #1- 2015

BUS TRIP TO KINGSTON – SIR JOHN A. MacDONALD’S HOME

SAVE THIS DATE!
SATURDAY, JUNE 27, 2015

GTHS BUS TRIP TO VISIT BELLEVUE HOUSE
HOME AND GARDENS OF SIR JOHN A. MacDONALD

A PARKS CANADA HISTORIC SITE
AND TO CELEBRATE THE 200 ANNIVERSARY OF 

HIS BIRTH

TIME, COST AND RESERVATION DEADLINE
DETAILS COMING SOON
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NEWS AND VIEWS 

Charlotte Gray will be speaking on her latest book at 
the Rideau Township Historical Society’s meeting on 
Wednesday, April 15 at the Manotick United Church at 
5567 Manotick Main Street at 7:30 p.m. Called “The 
Massey Murder:  A Maid, Her Master and the Trial that 
Shocked a Nation”, the talk promises to be an enter-
taining evening. All are welcome.

- Cont’d

Books of Interest
The Historical Society has received gifts of three new 
books in the last little while – all of them interesting 
and worth having a look at. They can be found on the 
Goulbourn Historical Society’s Reference Shelves 
of the Local History Corner, right beside the bank of 
computers in the Stittsville Library.

Labourers on the Rideau Canal – Three fascinating 
essays on the workers who built the canal: Poverty, 
Distress and Disease: Labour and the Construction of 
the Rideau Canal; Working Life at the Isthmus, Ride-
au Canal; and Tracing your Canal Ancestors. Donated 
to us by Kevin Dooley, our March program speaker 
and who was instrumental in having a commemora-
tive plaque installed to recognize the canal workers.

Ontario Agricultural Fairs, A Snapshot in Time – 
Covers all of the fairs in Ontario and has many photos 
from across the province, both historical and current 
pictures. The book was donated to us by Marlene 
Greene, a longtime volunteer with the Richmond Agri-
cultural Society.

The Chief’s Footsteps – by Rick Blanchard is a biog-
raphy of Roy Peck of Danford Lake, Quebec. One of 
his ancestors was John (Jonathan) Pack of Stittsville 
and he was also related to the Spearman family, lately 
of Stittsville but whose ancestor was a sergeant with 
the 100th Regiment. Donated by the author.

The British Isles Family History Society’s May 
meeting will cover Postwar English Immigrants 
in Canada.  Marilyn Barber and Murray Watson will 
share findings from their new book about English-born 
immigrants who settled in Canada in the 30 years 
after the end of the Second World War. The meeting 
takes place on Saturday, May 9 at 10 a.m. in The 
Chamber, Ben Franklin Place, 101 Centrepointe 
Drive, Nepean. Admission and parking are free.

New Issue of Heritage Canada Magazine is Avail-
able. The latest issue of Heritage Canada’s magazine 
features its program to encourage the heritage as-
pects of Main Streets in Canada. It’s really an interest-
ing issue and has some inspiring stories and photos 
in it. It is available to browse through in the Reference 
Section of our Local History Corner at the Stittsville 
Library.

Featured at Gene-O-Rama. Lesley Anderson, who 
became a member of our Historical Society this year 
and is now part of our Archives Committee, was one 
of the featured speakers along with Glenn Wright 
at the Ottawa Branch of the Ontario Genealogical 
Society’s conference in March this year. Her topic 
was “The Circle of Life: Ontario Vital Records. Les-
ley will be making a presentation to us as part of our 
Speaker’s Program next October – something to look 
forward to.

SPECIAL REQUESTS …

Don’t forget to renew your membership to the Soci-
ety for the upcoming year. The membership form can 
be found as the last page of this newsletter and every 
newsletter. You can also renew your membership at 
every meeting and event held by the Society. The new 
membership will cover the year from April 1, 2015 until 
March 31, 2016. Thank you for continuing to support 
the Goulbourn Township Historical Society through 
your membership.
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GTHS Fundraising Reminder – For the past several years members of the Goulbourn Township
Historical Society have been able to help the Society raise needed funds while enjoying a meal at the same 
time. Hurleys Restaurant in Stittsville has agreed to honour the team system that had been in place at Broad-
ways (the former occupant of the restaurant). We will still get 10% of each meal going into the GTHS bank 
account but we now have a new team number. We are now “Team 3966”. So please feel free to enjoy a good 
meal at Hurleys, mention Team 3966, and continue to fundraise for the Goulbourn Township Historical Society. 
Also remember that if you dine at Bistro 54 in Stittsville and show your Historical Society membership card, you 
get 10% of what your meal cost deducted from your bill. Keep eating, keep fundraising!

NEWS AND VIEWS    -  Cont’d

Family histories of present or former Goulbourn residents are wanted for our Family History Archives. If you 
have any information either anecdotal or a Family Tree, or memories you would like to share, please send 
them to Joan at: research@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org.

PEARLS OF WISDOM …

Oh, Spring is surely coming,
Her couriers fill the air;

Each morn are new arrivals,
Each night her ways prepare;
I scent her fragrant garments,

Her foot is on the stair.
John Burroughs, “A March Glee”

The first day of spring is one thing, and the first spring day is another. The difference between them is 
sometimes as great as a month

Henry Van Dyke

And remember …

Whatever you can do, or dream you can do, begin it. Boldness has genius, power, and magic in it! 
Faust
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Start to finish: 1 hour (25 minutes active)

- 2 pounds russet or Yukon Gold pota  
 toes, scrubbed but not peeled
- 1/2 cup whole milk
- 1/2 cup finely chopped scallions (white  
 and green parts)
- 1 teaspoon kosher salt
- 4 tablespoons (1/2 stick) unsalted
 butter, cut into pieces, at room
 temperature, plus extra

GOOD ENOUGH TO EAT

Place the whole potatoes in a medium saucepan. Add enough cold salted water to cover by 2 inches 
and bring to a boil. Reduce the heat and simmer, uncovered, until the potatoes are very tender, about 
20 to 40 minutes, depending on their size. When done, let them cool enough so you can peel them. 
Hold them in a kitchen towel while peeling and place in a medium bowl. Mash the potatoes to the 
desired consistency.
Over high heat, in a separate small saucepan, combine the milk, scallions and salt. Bring to a boil, 
then immediately remove the pan from the heat and set aside to steep. Stir this mixture into the 
mashed potatoes and add 4 tablespoons of butter. Mix well and season with salt and pepper. Spoon 
some Champ onto each serving plate and top with a room temperature pat of butter.

CHAMP OR COLCANNON

March brought us St. Patrick’s Day, so here is a recipe for Irish Champ I thought you might like to try 
out.

The snow is disappearing and thoughts are turning to Spring, here is an easy colourful recipe I 
thought you might enjoy as you celebrate Easter.

JELLY BEAN NESTSButter a 12 cup muffin tin.

In a saucepan, combine the marshmallows and butter over medium heat until they have both melted. 
Stir in the chow mein noodles coating well. Butter your fingers and press the mixture into the bottom 
and sides of the prepared muffin tin. Refrigerate until firm.

Add coloured jelly beans in the cup (or small candy coated chocolate eggs) when serving. These are 
nice to use at each person’s place setting on the dinner table.

- 2 cups miniature marshmallows
- ¼ cup butter
- 4 cups chow main noodles
- Jelly beans (or candy coated chocolate  
 eggs)
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GOULBOURN TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP FORM

Last Name:  ___________________________________ First Name:  _____________________
Full Address: __________________________________________________________________
Phone:  _______________ e-mail:_________________________________________________
Second Family Member (if applicable):______________________________________________
Second e-Mail address (if applicable): ______________________________________________

Is this application for a SINGLE MEMBERSHIP ($15/yr) ____
or a Family Membership ($20/yr) ___ (two family members at the same address)?

Is this a membership renewal _____ or a new membership request ____ 
Do you wish to make a donation to the GTHS: ____
Would you be interested in volunteering with the GTHS: ____ 

NEWSLETTER:
The GTHS Newsletter (The Goulbourn News) is published quarterly and sent to all members.
You can help us keep costs down by having your copy sent to you by e-mail.
Please send my copy be e-mail:  ____            by post:  ____

METHODS OF PAYMENT:
Cash or cheque made payable to the “Goulbourn Township Historical Society”.
Payments may be made at any meeting or program, including the Annual General Meeting, or mailed 
to: Goulbourn Township Historical Society, PO Box 621, 2060 Huntley Road, Stittsville, ON, Canada 
K2S 1A7

Receipts for Income Tax purposes will be sent shortly after your application is received.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
For GTHS Membership Office Only

Date Received:  _______________

Membership dues are for the period:  April 1, 2015 to March 31, 2016

Amended:  March 2015

MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION


