
NEWSLETTER
GOULBOURN TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL SOCIETY

www.goulbournhistoricalsociety.org

Issue #4  -  2015

IN THIS ISSUE . . .
Board of Directors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
GTHS Contact Information. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Calendar of Events. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
President’s Remarks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Genealogy: Pt 1 – Researching Families of
Rideau Canal Workers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Pearls of Wisdom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
History of the Christmas Elf . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Report -
Heritage Ottawa Rural/Suburban Forum . . . . .11

Visiting the GTHS Archives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12
January 2016 Annual General Meeting . . . . .12
Report on November Presentation . . . . . . . . . . .13
GTHS Photo Contest Winners . . . . . . . . . .14
News & Views . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
Christmas Party Details . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15
Good Enough to Eat. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Membership Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17

“Byron Boyd with a load of milk at Eagleson’s Corners, (where Eagleson and Hazeldean
Roads intersect), waiting to meet the Producers Dairy truck after a big snowstorm.

In the summer the truck came to his house on Huntmar Drive.” 
From the Goulbourn Township Historical Society collection, circa 1940.

WISHING EVERYONE A MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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ANNUAL PROGRAM CALENDAR FOR 2016
Mark these important dates on your calendar! We encourage everyone to come out to enjoy the many 
events that Georgia Derrick has arranged for the GTHS in 2016. If you can provide some baking or 
assist with the pre-event set-up, please contact Fran McCarthy at 613-831-1036 or email her at:
francath39@sympatico.ca. Fran will be delighted to receive your assistance because as you know 
many hands, make light work.

January 23, 12:00 noon – Annual General Meeting, Christ Church, Ashton
February 27, 1:30 pm  – Heritage Celebration and Photo Display, Stittsville Library
March 19, 1:30 pm  – Women in the World Wars, Goulbourn Museum
April 16, 1:30 pm  – Clara’s Rib, Ottawa Sanitorium, Stittsville Library
May 31, 1:30 pm – The Grants of Goulbourn, Stittsville Legion
June 18, Time TBA – A Visit to Middleville Museum, Lanark County
October 15, 1:30 pm  – The Irish Experience in the Ottawa Valley, Stittsville Legion
November 19, 1:30 pm – Soldiers in the World War, Stittsville Legion
December – Christmas Gathering – Place and Time TBA

�is newsletter is produced with the assistance of the City of Ottawa
and the Ontario Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Recreation.

president@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
vicepresident@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
secretary@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
treasurer@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org

For general inquires:
goulbournhistoricalsociety@gmail.com

The Goulbourn Township Historical Society
P.O. Box 621, 2060 Huntley Road
Stittsville, Ontario
K2S 1A7

To send articles or tidbits of information for the 
newsletter, Lesley would be pleased to receive 
your input and can be contacted at:
gths-editor@rogers.com

GTHS CONTACT  INFO
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PRESIDENT’S REMARKS

- Cont’d

As Fall slips into Winter all our programs have been completed except our Christmas party which is 
coming up on the afternoon of December 19th.  We’ve had five speakers this year, all of whom pro-
vided a great afternoon’s entertainment. From Irish music, to bank robberies, firefighting, using on-
line resources for genealogy, to learning about Hobo jungles, we had an excellent variety of topics. 
Thanks to Irene O’Grady for booking the speakers and the venues.

If you’re walking or riding the Trans-Canada Trail 
between Stittsville Main Street and Sacred Heart 
High School, look for a handsome sign which 
tells the story of John Kemp. The forest in the 
immediate vicinity of the sign has been named 
Kemp Woodlands and is now a protected area. 
The information about John Kemp was provided 
by the Goulbourn Historical Society and we’re 
very proud to have been part of this project.

Check out the Trans-Canada Trail!

Bradley-Craig Farmstead
The vexatious problem of what to do with the 
large red barn on Hazeldean Road which is part 
of the Bradley-Craig farmstead has been a sub-
ject of much discussion among the members of 
the Board of Directors of the Historical Society 
(as well as many other people in the community). 

 Both barn and house have heritage designa-
tions but the owners of the property, Richcraft 
Development Company, have applied for a dem-
olition permit for the barn, saying that they will 
deconstruct it and move it to Saunders Farm in 
Munster so they can build stores on that part of 
the land. Many people in the community oppose 
this as they consider the barn a landmark and 
something that should be preserved as part of 
the farmstead.

Richcraft’s request for a demolition permit was 
deferred at the last Built Heritage Sub-Commit-
tee meeting until December 10th. The position of 
the GTHS Board of Directors is that a demolition 
permit should not be granted – for two reasons. 
Several members feel that moving it to Saunders 
means it will limit its accessibility because Saun-
ders Farm is only open from May to October. You 
also have to pay a hefty entrance fee to go in 
to the property. Also the barn would then not be 
visible to most people living in Goulbourn. The 
second reason is that some members feel that if 
the barn is damaged while being deconstructed, 
there is nothing to stop complete demolition be-
cause the permit will already be in place.

The Board would like to see a readaptive use of 
the barn in its present place rather than moving 
it away from the farmstead. A number of barns 
have been readapted for other uses in many 
places in both Canada and the U.S. 
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PRESIDENT’S REMARKS  -  Cont’d

This is a photo of one such development in 
Surrey, B.C. where the developer made the barn 
a centrepiece of the housing development. The 
Historical Society will state its position to the Her-
itage Sub-Committee in time for the December 
10th meeting at City Hall.
 
If you would like to write to them with your 
opinion, the address is as follows:
Rosemary Theriault, Coordinator
The Built Heritage Sub-Committee
The Planning Committee, City of Ottawa
Rosemary.Theriault@ottawa.ca 

We had over 60 entries in our Photo contest and you can see the four first place winners elsewhere 
in this newsletter. An exhibit displaying all the entries will be part of our Heritage Day celebrations on 
February 27, 2016, at the Stittsville Library. We will be presenting prizes to 1st, 2nd and 3rd place 
winners on Saturday December 12th of this year at 11 a.m. at the Stittsville Library and you are all 
welcome to attend.

Barbara Bottriell

�anks for the memories!

Photo Contest

I’ve been President of the Historical Society for six years now and it’s time to let someone else take 
on the position. It was 2010 when I had to chair my first meeting as President and I was more than 
a little nervous.  But the other members of the Board were very supportive and that sense of team 
work has made the job very enjoyable all the way along. During that time some members have fin-
ished their terms or moved away and new members have come on. But I think the “culture” remains 
the same – everyone is interested in local history and in working together to keep it alive and interest 
new people in it. The atmosphere of our meetings is always relaxed and we always enjoy a social 
time with homemade treats. A lot has changed since 2010 – we now have our own website, capa-
bly handled by John Bottriell, our own logo, designed by Russell Mason, husband of our newsletter 
Editor Lesley McKay. We’ve designed and staffed our own exhibits and displays, and we moved our 
Archives into the Stittsville Library and revived the hardworking Archives Committee, headed by Joan 
Darby. We have continued to work with the Goulbourn Museum after they incorporated, and we try to 
help each other out whenever possible.

So to all those who have helped me along the way, and there are many of you, thank you so much. 
I will remain on the Board as Past President next year, but the reins will be taken over by an as yet 
unknown person!

I’d like to wish everyone the best of Christmases and hopefully we’ll see you at the Christmas party.

The Ridge at Bose Farms, Surrey B.C.
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GENEALOGY: PART 1 – RESEARCHING FAMILIES OF RIDEAU 
CANAL WORKERS IN THE OTTAWA, CANADA AREA USING RE-
SOURCES AVAILABLE AT THE OBOGS 
Researched, written and submitted by Grace Lewis (Librarian, Ottawa Branch of the Ontario 
Genealogical Society) and Allan Lewis

- Cont’d

With the arrival of our public computer at the Library of the Ottawa Branch of the Ontario Genealogical Society, 
there are many new sources where we are able to research our early ancestors who began coming to what is 
now the City of Ottawa area in the year 1800. This paper will outline sixteen main sources of printed material 
and machine-readable material which is available for the first eighty years of colonization in what is now Otta-
wa, Canada and its hinterland townships. 

Almost all of the canal labourers were of either Irish (both Catholic and Protestant) or French Canadian origin. 
Today there are many thousands of their descendants throughout Ottawa and the Valley. 

As an example of researching families of canal construction workers and their descendants, we will follow two 
Irish families -- Michael STACKPOLE and Patrick CHRISTOPHER from 1828 to 1928 in what is now the City of 
Ottawa.

Many members of the Algonquin and Iroquois Nations are recorded in the records of Notre Dame Cathedral 
beginning in the late 1820`s. Most of these families were involved in the Fur Trade along the Ottawa River from 
Montreal to Lake Superior. They often stopped in Bytown to perform a marriage ceremony or to baptise their 
children. In most cases, First Nations People in the records of Notre Dame are transcribed phonetically from 
the sound of the spoken name. This results in many long surnames.

Beginning in 1829, one of the best sources for genealogy of the canal workers are the DROUIN records at an-
cestryinstitution. Researchers must first go to this web site in order to access these records which cover almost 
all of the Catholic Church’s births, marriages and deaths, in the Ottawa area. These records are available on 
the public computer in the OBOGS Library. The Oka records, for the period 1721 to 1850, begin in 1721 and 
are more likely to show Indian surnames translated into English. The priests at Oka had studied and knew the 
First Nations languages to a much greater extent than those from Notre Dame Cathedral in Ottawa.

Here is a sample record from Notre Dame Cathedral in 1830:
22 Jan 1830
Baptism of Sophia, aged 12 days, lawful daughter of Amable Faubert / Foubert
and Mary Agathe Caoutashecowotch
Godparents: John Baptiste Bertholet and Sophia Laurent
Angus McDonell, Parish Priest (a Scottish priest).

All of the records from OKA are also available. The Godparents shown above were also found in the DROUIN 
records for OKA, prior to their arrival in Bytown. And another record, not politically correct:
29 Oct 1835: Baptism of Michael, son of Simon Antony Outanque, Indian, and Catherine
Osquiscocoa, Indian; Michael Jotowa & Christine Sincanicoa

1. First Nations families in early Bytown
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The earliest settlers to the Ottawa area came to Hull Township in 1800 and settled on the Quebec side of the 
Ottawa River at Chaudiere Falls, later called Wrightville, then Hull and now the city of Gatineau. Philemon 
Wright brought several hundred settlers with him from Woburn, Massachussetts. By the time of the beginning 
of the Rideau Canal construction in 1826, he had behind him a quarter of a century of experience pioneering 
in the wilderness. He and his settlers knew how to build dams and mills and in about 1827 he was called on 
by Colonel John By for assistance in repairing a major rupture which had occurred in the large dam at Hog`s 
Back. For this project, he brought in mostly French Canadian labourers to work for him and the dam and locks 
were permanently constructed. 

GENEALOGY: PART 1 – RESEARCHING FAMILIES OF RIDEAU CANAL 
WORKERS IN THE OTTAWA, CANADA AREA USING RESOURCES AVAIL-
ABLE AT THE OBOGS   -  Cont’d

From these church records, it is possible to construct genealogical data for some individual First Nations 
couples and their children. In general, Metis families in the Notre Dame records show intermarriages between 
the Algonquin peoples and both Irish Catholic and French Canadian families. The Oka Metis records show a 
preponderance of marriages between Mohawk families and Scottish fur traders from Glengarry County, south-
west of Ottawa, many of whom also took “country wives”. First Nation traders in furs began to set up informal 
business relationships along Sussex Drive by the 1820’s. There was a great demand for fur coats and robes 
among the new settlers for our hard winters. Also, there was a great demand for native builders of birch bark 
canoes and snowshoes. These canoes were the earliest and most practical means of transportation. First Na-
tions men were also employed as guides along the waterways.

French Canadian workers played a major role in building the Rideau Canal. They came mainly from the sei-
gneuries near Montreal and along the north shore of the Ottawa River. By the 1820’s, the seigneuries were 
suffering population pressures and there was a scarcity of new land suitable for an upcoming generation 
of young farmers. The result was a surplus of landless labourers who were available to work on canal proj-
ects such as the Lachine Canal in Montreal, the Carillon Canal and the Grenville Canal on the Ottawa River 
between Montreal and Bytown and then on the Rideau Canal. In 1805, a major seigneury called La Petite Na-
tion, began to be settled at Montebello; the seignor there was Louis Joseph Papineau. Almost all of the arable 
land in this seigneury was located in a narrow strip along the Ottawa River, south of the Canadian Shield. 
Many of these French-speaking habitants stayed in the Bytown area after the canal work was completed in 
1832. They tended to settle on recently surveyed lots in Gloucester Township, often acquiring lands which 
had previously been granted to United Empire Loyalists and on Crown Reserves and Clergy Reserves. 

One of the prominent French Canadian families in early Bytown was that of Jean Baptiste St. LOUIS. By 1827 
he had built a mill on a creek in Lowertown which flowed past where St. Bridget’s Church is today on Cumber-
land Street. Jean Baptiste St. Louis was called upon by Philemon Wright to build a dam between where the 
“boathouse” is located today on Dow’s Lake and today’s Preston Street. This dam created a reservoir (now 
Dow’s Lake), and eliminated Dow’s Great Swamp along what is now Preston Street. See map showing the 
original drainage of Dow’s Great Swamp along Preston Street to the Ottawa River, above the Chaudiere Falls.

- Cont’d

2. Earliest settlers with Philemon Wright in 1800

3. French Canadian Canal Labourers
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- Cont’d

The Francophone families who lived around Dow’s Lake in 
1847 are ALBERT, JOANNISSE, CHAUVIN, POTVIN, CYR and 
LABRECHE. The St. LOUIS dam is shown in red. Jean Bapiste 
St. Louis recruited some of his neighbours from Lowertown to 
build the dam.

GENEALOGY: PART 1 – RESEARCHING FAMILIES OF RIDEAU CANAL 
WORKERS IN THE OTTAWA, CANADA AREA USING RESOURCES AVAIL-
ABLE AT THE OBOGS   -  Cont’d

Nicholas TREMBLAY was a Francophone canal worker who married into the Irish STACKPOLE family in 1833. 
This is an example of early intermarriage between the Irish Catholics and the early Francophones in Bytown. 
However, the working conditions between Irish and French Canadien labourers were not always this peaceful. 
John McTaggart, who was the Clerk of Works on the Rideau Canal project in Bytown, had an interesting com-
ment on labour relations on the Canal: He was happy with the quality of work done by the French Canadiens 
and Irish Catholics but said with a caveat in 1828, “Give me plenty of French Canadien labourers and Irishmen, 
but let them work apart, and wonders may be wrought!”.

Here is a very good book which details the early
Francophone pioneers in Bytown:

Bytown et ses pionniers canadiens-francais,
1826-1855, by Georgette Lamoureux,

written in 1978.

4. Disbanded soldiers from the 99th / 100th Regiment of Foot, 1818

In 1818, several hundred disbanded soldiers were given land grants, mostly near the village of Richmond in 
Goulbourn Township, now part of the City of Ottawa. The main book in our Library for this area of research is 
“For King and Canada: The Story of the 100th Regiment of Foot During the War of 1812”, by A. Barry Roberts, 
published by the Goulbourn Township Historical Society and Museum in 2004, ISBN 1-55036-683-1.

Map Source:
The City Beyond,

A History of Nepean Township,
by Bruce Elliott,

1986, Corporation of the City of Nepean,
ISBN 1-55036-258-5, page 23
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- Cont’d

GENEALOGY: PART 1 – RESEARCHING FAMILIES OF RIDEAU CANAL 
WORKERS IN THE OTTAWA, CANADA AREA USING RESOURCES AVAIL-
ABLE AT THE OBOGS   -  Cont’d

According to military regulations, soldiers were al-
located land according to their rank at the time of 
leaving the military. At the time, Catholics (in most 
cases) were allowed only 100 acres, as privates, for 
their land grants. The book by A. Barry Roberts lists 
all of the military settlers in Goulbourn Township and, 
as a bonus, states the County of Origin in Ireland for 
each settler. It contains a good index. The majority 
of these settlers were Protestant but there are many 
descendants of these ex-soldiers, both Protestant and 
Catholic in the Ottawa area today

5. The Talbot Settlers in 1818
“Irish Migrants in the Canadas: A New Approach”, by 
Dr. Bruce Elliott of Carleton University gives histori-
cal background for an early emigration from County 
Tipperary, Ireland.

Hundreds of early local families are named and the 
index is very detailed. For our area, the first Irish set-
tlers were the Talbot Settlers who came to the Hazel-
dean area of Kanata via the ship Camperdown in the 
year 1818.

6. The 1823 Peter Robinson Settlers

We then did a short walk of Ontario Street, just down 
fIn 1823, a government scheme to quell economic de-
pression and to alleviate sectarian troubles in County 
Cork, Ireland, was put into action. This plan, imple-
mented by the Honourable Peter Robinson, brought 
almost 500, mostly Irish Catholics, to the Ottawa area. 
They were given land grants and settled roughly in 
the Kanata – Almonte – Huntley Township region in 
the west of what later became the City of Ottawa. This 
migration to our area is documented in a book called 
“Peter Robinson’s Settlers, 1823 and 1825”, by Carol 
Bennett, 1987, ISBN 0-919137-16-4.  
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GENEALOGY: PART 1 – RESEARCHING FAMILIES OF RIDEAU CANAL 
WORKERS IN THE OTTAWA, CANADA AREA USING RESOURCES AVAIL-
ABLE AT THE OBOGS   -  Cont’d

7. The 1828-1829 Militia Lists for Bytown
These records have been transcribed and are available in the book “Men of Upper Canada, Nominal Militia 
Rolls 1828-29”, by Bruce Elliott, Dan Walker and Fawne Stratford-Devai, 1995, ISBN 0777901889. All men 
between the ages of 18 and 39 were required by law to join their local militia group. This book lists the names 
and ages of all militia members in Carleton County (the First Carleton Militia). 

Many workers on the Rideau Canal are listed here, 
broken down into the following local geographical ar-
eas: Richmond Village, Goulbourn Township, Nepean 
Township, March Township and those residing along 
the canal line between Bytown and Hog’s Back. In 
total, there are 734 names of men listed. This list pret-
ty much serves as a census of heads of households 
for those who were in Bytown in 1828. One of our 
subjects for this presentation will be a canal labourer 
named Michael STACKPOLE who appears on the 
1828 militia roll, along with his son John. In 1828, 
Michael is 47 years old and John is 19 years old.

This book is available on the shelves of our OBOGS Library. It contains a detailed list of family members who 
came here in 1823, parents, spouses and children and provides the name of the village in County Cork from 
which they emigrated. They all lived near the Blackwater River in the north of County Cork. Some of these 
pioneer families also came from County Limerick and County Tipperary.

PEARLS OF WISDOM …

Editor’s Note: Part 2 of this interesting narrative will appear in the next issue of the GTHS Newsletter.

Christmas is a necessity. There has to be at least one day of the year
to remind us that we’re here for something else besides ourselves 

Oliver Wendell Holmes

Christmas is not a time nor a season, but a state of mind.
To cherish peace and goodwill, to be plenteous in mercy,

is to have the real spirit of Christmas
Calvin Coolidge

And remember …. 
A hug is the perfect gift; one size fits all,

and nobody minds if you exchange it. 
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As we now include elves in our Christmas
celebrations, I thought it appropriate to visit the 

history of such little creatures, especially this year 
since elves seem to be everywhere, due in part 

to the Elf on the Shelf movement. 

What brought elves to the forefront of this
Christmas custom you ask?

Mixed cultures – as with all of our traditions.

HISTORY OF THE CHRISTMAS ELF
Submitted by Lesley McKay

Louisa May Alcott’s Elves

The word ‘elf’ derived from the mixed languages of German, English and current Scandinavian languages is 
described in Norse mythology as a dark race of creatures full of mystery. Church texts often referenced them in 
early writings from circa 500 AD. The Scottish had house spirits referred to as brownies and kobolds (dwarves 
and small sprites) originated in Germany. The symbols of supernatural species that were unseen were not only 
used by the Scandinavians and Celts, but other European cultures as well and came in many forms be they 
evil or fun. Elves have been portrayed as beauty, mystery, power, prankster, instigators of disease and night-
mares by the English and German cultures. Around the world there are scary and dark creatures as the Kram-
pus of Germany who punish the evil children and the Icelandic Yule Lads or Zwarte Piet of the Netherlands 
known for amusement and capriciousness. Some are described as assistants and others as elves.

Louisa May Alcott, of Little Women fame, sensed it was time for a new image to be developed because of 
the varied traditions and introduced her book ‘Christmas Elves’ of which publication was refused. In the book, 
Alcott was revealing Santa’s workshop filled with elves being the makers of toys and surprises. Regardless of 
the book not being published, she had created an inspiration that mushroomed. A magazine that had made 
the Christmas tree popular, Godey’s Lady’s Book, was only one of the many starting places for spreading the 
inspiration of the Christmas Elf.

When you read ‘The Night Before Christmas’, it is written that Santa too was an elf – a right jolly old elf. From 
this grew the appearance of elves always with Santa being depicted as the hard-working little people who 
made the toys, maintained his sleigh and cared for his reindeer throughout the year in preparation for the ex-
citement of Christmas Eve.
It doesn’t matter where you reside, it is all in what you believe, and these whimsical creatures are guaranteed 
to lend a hand in creating a magical Christmas season. In our family, we have had a quirky elf since 1956 that I 
continue to hang at Christmas in my parent’s memory.

So now that you know a bit more about the
history of elves, Merry Christmas everyone and 

proudly display your Elf on the Shelf!
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REPORT FROM THE PHILLIPS MEMORIAL HERITAGE FORUM 
Submitted by Barbara Bottriell

He used several examples of successful preservation such as the Old Town Hall at 821 March Road. 
It was designated as a heritage building in 1982 by the City of Kanata and was renovated for a com-
munity meeting space. (Our own former Town Hall in Goulbourn Township at the corner of Flewellyn 
and the Huntley Road, is now the Goulbourn Museum.)  

Another successful preservation is McMurtry’s store at 806 March Road. The stone store was built 
in 1882 and rebuilt in 1892 following a fire. It became the popular restaurant The March House from 
1982 to 2003.  It was moved 30 metres when the road was widened in 2007 and is now the March 
House Spa.

Readaptive use of existing buildings of historic interest appears to be the key to retaining heritage 
buildings.  The little hamlet of South March actually has five stone buildings.

Following Dr. Elliott’s talk, he gave us a tour of the cemetery adjoining St. John’s Anglican Church 
which had a number of historic gravestones in it. St. John’s itself was built in 1839 and a later tour of 
the church provided a fascinating glimpse of the changing fashions of Anglican worship. The church 
itself is a stone building of simple design with decorative elements that lend it richness and colour.

Other interesting speakers were Anne Fitzpatrick, a Heritage Planner with the City of Ottawa who told 
us about a whole lot of resources that are available for heritage planning, and Malcolm Wildeboer, the 
architect who designed Alice’s Cafe in Carp. He talked about modern infill in historic neighbourhoods.

Given the fact that our Historical Society is in the midst of documenting houses of historic interest in 
Goulbourn Township as well as having a say on the fate of the Bradley-Craig farmstead, this confer-
ence was of great interest.

Two members of the Goulbourn Historical Society, 
Barbara Bottriell and Susan Dow, attended this 
annual heritage forum held this year on September 
26th at St. John’s Anglican Church in South March. 
It was co-hosted by Heritage Ottawa and the
Pinhey’s Point Foundation and the focus was
Ottawa’s rich rural and suburban heritage.

The keynote speaker was Dr. Bruce Elliott of
Carleton University who spoke about the
successes and failures of rural heritage
conservation, using South March as the example. 

“This stone house at 5897 Fernbank Road is an
example of a house that we would like to see

preserved. It has recently passed the first approval 
stage for a heritage designation. It is one of the hous-
es we are documenting for our survey of buildings of 

historic interest in Goulbourn Township.”
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VISITING THE GTHS ARCHIVES

Our Family Files have been compiled over the years 
through the work of volunteers, researchers, and local 
historians, who gathered the stories of early families 
in Goulbourn, or wrote the stories themselves.

This past year, the GTHS Archives have been the 
grateful recipient of significant work on several local 
families and we thank these researchers for allowing 
us to add their family histories to our files:

Al Wright, for his JACOB BRADLEY family research;
Marguerite Evans, for her research on the BRADLEY 
family;
Robert Patterson, for his information on WILLIAM 
HEMPHILL of Richmond;
Marilyn Cottrell, for Kenny Brennan’s collection of 
obituaries;
Peter Holmes, for his information about local soldiers 
who fought in World War 1, including HARRY MCEL-
ROY and ARTHUR LEWIS, both of Richmond;
Edna Marlow for her ongoing donation of FAMILY 
TREE magazine, a wealth of useful information;
Monica Taylor for information on the WILLIAM 
FEATHERSTONE family; and,
John Maguire who donated his extensive MAGUIRE 
family research.

Submitted by Joan Darby

Mr. Maguire is a descendent of CONSTANTINE MA-
GUIRE, an early settler in Richmond. This donation 
includes family histories of the MAGUIRE, CLARKE 
and EVOY families, among many, many others. An 
amazing amount of work! We are constantly discover-
ing new treasures in this collection.

We thank all of these researchers for their generos-
ity in donating their work to the Goulbourn Township 
Historical Society.

While most of these donations may be currently found 
in the Family Files at either the Richmond or Stittsville 
branches of the Ottawa Public Library, Mr. Maguire’s 
collection is substantial and is currently being orga-
nized; it will be available soon in its entirety at the 
Stittsville branch.

In addition, we would like to thank our “go-to” re-
searchers for sharing with the Archives Committee 
their knowledge of local history and their research: 
Marion Scott, Marilyn Cottrell, and Marguerite Evans. 
These local historians are one of the Archives’ great-
est assets.

We welcome contributions of family histories and 
local information from anyone who has information to 
share. This information could be donated to the GTHS 
as is, or a copy of the original made for the GTHS. If 
you would like to discuss donating research or infor-
mation to the Goulbourn Township Historical Society 
Archives, please contact Joan Darby at 613-838-5692 
or darbyjoan@sympatico.ca.  

2016 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING NOTICE 
The 2016 AGM will take place in Ashton on January 23. Please mark your calendars. More details will be made 
available as the date grows closer. 
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TERRENCE RUNDELL WEST PRESENTS AT NOVEMBER MEETING  
Submitted by Lesley McKay

“Not in My Father’s Footsteps” tells the story of the Spanish Civil War and its connection with the 
1930’s Depression and Canada’s involvement in the War. Albeit, the War did take a backseat to the 
tale. Montreal is the initial setting for the book outlining the divisions between the Protestants/Cath-
olics, English/French, large Jewish population and the lack of employment. It tells the story of two 
young men, one French Canadian, the other Jewish, who join together and travel the rails across 
Canada looking for employment. Mr. West read an excerpt from his book that told of the boys’ trials 
and tribulations riding the rails and how they were invited into the warmth of an elderly woman’s home 
for Christmas Day. He tells of the strikes on the West Coast and in Winnipeg during the Depression; 
and the boys’ involvement and times living in the hobo jungles of Northern Ontario and across Can-
ada. Many families across the country opened their doors to the hobos, feeding and providing them 
with a place to stay before leaving for the rails again.

When the war began, many unemployed in Canada were able to travel to Spain, via the U.S. and 
then through France to fight in the Spanish War. Although much is written about the Americans’ par-
ticipation in this war, Mr. West found it difficult to research this novel, as there is very little available 
about the Canadians’ participation. Some of the research for this novel came from other Canadian 
authors who had written on the subject. Two others who most people can relate to when discussing 
this time in history are Dr. Norman Bethune and (Papa) Ernest Hemmingway for his “For Whom the 
Bell Tolls” 1940 novel.

It has been reported that an estimated 400 men lost their lives fighting in the Spanish Civil War, with 
over 1,500 Canadians participating

On November 21st, Hearst, Ontario born author 
Terrence Rundell West gave a presentation on 
“Hobo Christmas: 1935” from his 2011 novel enti-
tled “Not in My Father’s Footsteps”. A group of 25 
plus were in attendance at the Stittsville Library. 

Mr. West enjoys writing historical novels set in 
the era and circumstances of the time period. He 
spends much time researching and setting out 
outlines for his novels. He has written a book of 
short stories entitled, “Run of the Town” about life 
growing up in Hearst and which won the North-
ern Literature Award in 2007. Also, if you want to 
read about a fictional winning referendum set in 
Quebec, “Ripe for the Picking” is a good historical 
read.  

Author Terrence Rundle West signing books
for our Editor, Lesley McKay, after giving his

presentation on “Hobo Christmas: 1935”  
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GTHS 2015 PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS

Below, we are pleased to present the photographs of the four first place winners of the GTHS Pho-
to Contest. There will be a display of all the photos that were entered in the GTHS Photo contest at 
our Heritage Day celebrations at the Stittsville Library on Saturday, February 27th. Watch for further 
details closer to this date!

Winner of the “Old and Historic Barn” category:
Barry Gray (taken on Mansfield Road on an

October morning)

Winner of the “Rural Mail Boxes” category:
Dan Pak (taken in Ashton on the McCaffrey Trail)

Winner of the “Front Porches” category:
Lorna Graham (taken on the Faulkner Road)

Winner of the “Horses” category: 
Marilyn Cottrell

(taken on the McCaffrey Trail)
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NEWS AND VIEWS 

Two spots need to be filled on the Board of Direc-
tors. One is an executive position and the other is 
a member at large (Director) position. If interest-
ed please apply with your particulars to
info@goulbourntownshiphistoricalsociety.org

New Appointments
We are pleased to announce the appointment 
of Shaun Peppy of Richmond, Ontario to our 
Board of Directors. Shaun will be replacing Barry 
McGinnis who had to leave the Board before his 
term was up, due to heavy work commitments. 
Shaun is a keen enthusiast of local history and 
looks forward to working with us on our prepara-
tions for Richmond’s 200th anniversary.

Our request for a Program Coordinator has been 
fulfilled by a familiar name. We are delighted to 
welcome back Georgia Derrick in this role. She 
and her committee have already come up with 
an exciting program for next year so plan to take 
advantage of it.

GTHS Fundraising Reminder
The Goulbourn Township Historical Society 
(GTHS) members have helped the Society raise 
needed funds while enjoying a meal at the same 
time. Hurleys Restaurant in Stittsville will donate 
10% of each meal to the GTHS bank account. 
Just mention “Team 3966”. So next time you find 
yourself at Hurleys, mention Team 3966, and con-
tinue to fundraise for GTHS. Keep eating, keep 
fundraising!

CHRISTMAS PARTY

Season’s Greetings to all Historical Society members!

It’s time to tell you about our annual Christmas party to which all members and their spouses/partners 
are invited.

The date this year will be Saturday December 19th and the festivities will start at 1:30 pm. We will 
be holding it in the same place as last year - the upper meeting room of the Stittsville United Church 
(at the corner of Stittsville Main Street (or Huntley Road for some of you) and Fernbank Road. It 
seemed to be the right size last year and had a cozy atmosphere.

Please bring a finger food item to share with everyone (dessert or appetizer - your choice) and we will 
provide the coffee, tea and punch - and perhaps some entertainment. There is a piano in the room, so 
if anyone would like to play a few familiar carols for us to sing, please let me know .You can contact 
me at president@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org or by telephone at 613-836-2305.

We are foregoing the gift exchange this year but we will have some door prizes and maybe Santa’s 
elf will turn up again.

There is lots of free parking at the Church. Hope to see you there!

Barbara Bottriell
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GOOD ENOUGH TO EAT

Instructions
1. Cube the cake into 1.5 inches x 1.5 inches squares.
2. Heat vegetable oil on low-medium heat. Fry cubes until golden brown.
3. Once golden brown, immediately put them in the bowl with cinnamon and sugar and toss around.

Continue doing this until they’ve all been covered with the mixture.
4. For even more flavor, mix 1 cup powdered sugar with a tablespoon of milk, mix and drizzle    

over the bites. ENJOY!

As Angels are always around us at Christmas, below 
is a quick recipe for tasty bites that are hard to resist 
especially on Christmas morning with your coffee.

Instructions:
1. Preheat oven to 350F. Lightly grease and flour 
an 8x8 square baking pan. Set aside.
2. In a large bowl with a handheld electric beat-
er, beat butter, sugar, and molasses on low speed 
until smooth. Increase speed to medium and beat in 
yogurt, milk, egg, and vanilla until smooth and com-
bined.
3. In a small bowl, whisk flour, baking powder, 
baking soda, salt, and spices. Gently fold flour mixture 
into liquid, stirring until just combined.
4. Scrape batter into prepared pan and smooth 
top. Bake gingerbread at 350F 25-30 minutes or until 
a toothpick comes out clean. Cool completely on a 
wire cooling rack before cutting into squares. Serve 
with whipped cream and chopped candied nuts if 
desired.

Ingredients:
•  1/4 cup butter, softened
•  1/2 cup coconut sugar (or brown sugar)
•  1/2 cup dark molasses
•  1/4 cup plain yogurt
•  1/2 cup milk
•  1 large egg
•  1 teaspoon vanilla extract
•	 1-1/2	cups	white	whole	wheat	flour
•  1 teaspoon baking powder
•  1 teaspoon baking soda
•  1/4 teaspoon salt
•  2 teaspoons ground ginger
•  1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
•  1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg
•  1/2 teaspoon allspice
•  Whipped cream and chopped candied nuts  
 for serving, optional

Angel Food Cake Churro Bites 

•  1 Angel food cake
•  1 cup sugar
•  ¼ cup cinnamon
•  Vegetable oil
 (to coat bottom of frying pan)

Old Fashioned Gingerbread Cake 
There is nothing like the aroma of ginger throughout 
the house at Christmas. Enjoy this recipe that will 
fill your home with ginger’s rich smell and sate your 
sweet tooth too.

Note: Store gingerbread at room temperature in an airtight container for up to 5 days.
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GOULBOURN TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP FORM

Last Name:  ___________________________________ First Name:  _____________________
Full Address: __________________________________________________________________
Phone:  _______________ e-mail:_________________________________________________
Second Family Member (if applicable):______________________________________________
Second e-Mail address (if applicable): ______________________________________________

Is this application for a SINGLE MEMBERSHIP ($15/yr)? ____

Family Membership ($20/yr)? ___ (two family members at the same address)

Is this a membership renewal? _____ or a new membership request? ____ 
Do you wish to make a donation to the GTHS? ____
Would you be interested in volunteering with the GTHS? ____ 

NEWSLETTER:
The GTHS Newsletter is published quarterly and sent to all members. Please help us keep our costs 
down by having your copy sent to you by e-mail.

Please send my copy by e-mail:  ____            by post:  ____

METHODS OF PAYMENT:
Cash or cheque made payable to the “Goulbourn Township Historical Society”.

Payments may be made at any meeting or program, including the Annual General Meeting.

Payments can also be mailed to:
Goulbourn Township Historical Society,
PO Box 621, 2060 Huntley Road, Stittsville, ON, Canada K2S 1A7

Receipts for Income Tax purposes will be sent shortly after your application is received.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
For GTHS Membership Office Only

Date Received:  _______________

Membership dues are for the period:  January 1, 2016 to December 31, 2016

Amended:  December 2015

MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION


