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WISHING EVERYONE A MERRY CHRISTMAS
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ANNUAL PROGRAM CALENDAR FOR 2017

Mark your calendar with these important dates! Everyone is encouraged to come out to enjoy the 
many events that Georgia Derrick has arranged for the GTHS in 2017. Please contact Fran McCarthy 
at 613-831-1036 or email her at: francath39@sympatico.ca if you can provide baking or assist with 
pre-event set-up. Fran will be delighted to hear from you because as you know many hands, make 
light work.

January 21, 2017 - Annual General Meeting at the Stittsville United Church, 6255 Fernbank Road, 
starting with a luncheon at 12:00 p.m.
February, 2017 - Heritage Day – Details to follow
March, 2017 - Details to follow 

This newsletter is produced with the assistance of the City of Ottawa
and the Ontario Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Recreation.

president@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
vicepresident@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
secretary@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
treasurer@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org

For general inquires:
info@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org

The Goulbourn Township Historical Society
P.O. Box 621, 2060 Huntley Road
Stittsville, Ontario
K2S 1A7

To send articles or tidbits of information for the 
newsletter, Lesley would be pleased to receive 
your input and can be contacted at:
gths-editor@rogers.com

GTHS CONTACT  INFO
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EDITOR’S REMARKS

Christmas, that time of hustle and bustle, along with the first day of Winter, are upon us again. For 
some it is with mixed emotions that we observe these events. Winter means shovelling and trudging 
through the snow and freezing temperatures, but also enjoying the wagon rides, snowmen, hot choc-
olate and marshmallows. Christmas is a time to carry on our traditions, past and present, and rejoice 
with family members, but remember with love those who are no longer with us. Yes Christmas and 
Winter can be a bittersweet time.

Autumn was a busy time for GTHS with our participation in the Richmond Fair Parade which is always 
well attended and a good time. The Duke of Richmond and Col. Burke’s spouse, Lydia, were ushered 
in the parade in the grandeur of a 1890’s open carriage powered by a wonderful team of horses (Peg 
and Jean). We were accompanied by an important contingent of militia from the era in period dress 
consisting of our Vice-President Lynne Blenk, Bram Blenk Sr. and Bram Blenk Jr. We won 3rd place 
under the Organizations section of the Parade.

October 1st brought us to Munster to participate in the Munster Harvest Fest. It was a cool and windy 
day, but Bob Halberstadt, Lee Boltwood and Lesley McKay persevered enjoying many good laughs to 
keep warm. Our new display tent proved to be quite a good purchase in light of the wind. There was 
a good turnout and we held a contest with many antique contraptions that we asked people to recog-
nize. The winner of our contest was Mike Griffin from Munster and he’s a history buff. He identified 14 
of the 15 objects – well done Mike – and has won a one-year membership to the Goulbourn Township 
Historical Society. We look forward to seeing Mike at our monthly events.

- Cont’d

Mayor Jim Watson took time out for a photo at the 
formation line for the Richmond Fair Parade.

(Photo: Fred Darby)

Our wonderful carriage and horses
in the Richmond Fair Parade. 

(Photo: Fred Darby)
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EDITOR’S REMARKS   -  Cont’d

On November 6, Debbie Proulx, our Treasurer, laid a wreath on behalf of GTHS at the Munster Re-
membrance service held at the Munster Union Cemetery. At the Stittsville Remembrance Day service, 
Bob Halbertstadt, Board member, laid the wreath on behalf of GTHS and Lynne Blenk, Vice-Presi-
dent, laid our wreath at the Richmond Remembrance Day service.

December has you attending the GTHS Christmas Party taking place on December 10, 2016 at the 
Stittsville United Church, 6255 Fernbank Road and will begin at 1:00 p.m. We have some fun lined up 
for everyone and hope to see many of you to extend Christmas wishes personally.

The New Year brings us to our Annual General Meeting to be held on January 21, 2017. Details are 
further on in this Newsletter.

Also for 2017, Georgia Derrick has lined up some exciting speakers that I’m sure will be enjoyed by 
everyone.

Lesley McKay
Editor

Scott Moffat, the Councillor for Rideau-Goulbourn-
Ward, dropped by and shared a few laughs with us.

(Photo: Linda Halbertstadt)

Mike Griffin, winner of our contest, completing his
ballot. Linda Halberstadt is on the left.

(Photo: Bob Halbertstadt)

Have a wonderful Christmas and all the best for 
the New Year.

Enjoy the festive season with family and friends 
and I’ll be in touch again in March 2017.
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R. HODGINS HOUSE: 
THEY PAVED PARADISE, PUT UP A MATRESS MART 

“IN LESS THAN 24 HOURS IT WAS GONE,” wrote reporter Debbie Lawes in the Kanata Standard on 
Wednesday, June 8, 1988, a week after a wrecking crew tore down Hodgins House at the corner of Hazel-
dean Road and Terry Fox, to make way for a shopping plaza.

It was an unexpected and bitter end to a two-year effort by local residents to save the historic building, a stone 
mansion built in 1881 by William T. Hodgins, a Member of Parliament from 1891-1900 and one of the most 
influential landowners in the area in his day.
Here’s the story of the house, and how the community tried – and failed – to save it.

William T. Hodgins

(Submitted by Glen Gower of Stittsville Central)

- Cont’d

“LEADING LIGHTS OF THE HAZELDEAN COMMU-
NITY and the source of money behind the founding 
of Carp,” is how historian Bruce Elliott described 
the Hodgins family in the Kanata Standard (June 11, 
1987).

William Thomas Hodgins was a third-generation 
Canadian member of an Irish family originally from 
County Tipperary, Ireland. His grandfather (also 
named William), settled in the area in the early 19th 
century and amassed a huge collection of land in 
what’s now western Ottawa.

William T. Hodgins was born on February 27, 1857 in Goulbourn. He married Anna B. Watt (born 1856) and 
they established a home on Hazeldean Road. It’s not clear whether it was William T. or his father John who 
built the stone house. A datestone on the house said 1881, and the land was bequeathed from father to son in 
1883. The 1891 census recorded that William lived there with Anna, a labourer, and a female servant in the 10-
room stone house.

Hodgins was known for his support of agricultural societies in the area, and was a director of the Central Can-
ada Exhibition. He helped to organize the Monk Rural Telephone Company, one of the early phone services 
in the area.

As far as we know, William and Anna lived at the house for their entire lives. William died in 1909 at age 55, 
and Anna died two years later. They had no children.

William and Anna are buried in the cemetery at Maple Grove and McCurdy. (Photos by Glen Gower)
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The house was inherited by Hodgins’ brother and sisters, who sold it to William P. Hand in 1912. Hand sold 
to Howard Richardson in 1920, then, in 1946, it was purchased by Lt-Col. J.D. Macbeth, an officer in the 
Canadian Signal Corps. (He won the Croix de Guerre in World War II and served as executive assistant to the 
Minister of Veterans Affairs after the war.) Macbeth died in 1951 and his widow sold the home to Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilmer D. Kirby later that year. The Kirbys sold it to Burris and Barbara Bullman in 1959, who sold it to Car-
son Unsworth in 1963. (Source: Kanata Standard, June 18, 1987.)

ARCHITECTURALLY, HODGINS’ HOUSE WAS AN EXAMPLE of the Italianate style in the Picturesque tradi-
tion. It was notable for its craftsmanship and its large size — it would have been one of the biggest homes in 
the area. Here’s how historian Joanna Doherty described it in the Kanata Standard (May 14, 1987):

 “William T. Hodgins and his wife Anna brought to Hazeldean a residential design that had a degree of sophis-
tication which reflected their knowledge and love of the English Picturesque landscape tradition… The pale, 
reflective surface of the stone was said to accentuate the effects of light and shadow created by the foliage 
surrounding the building and the projecting elements in its design. This allowed the house to be a harmonious 
part of the overall scenic composition…

Detail from the Township of Goulbourn in the Belden Atlas, 1879. The Hodgins family 
had acquired several properties along Hazeldean Road. The location of Hodgins House is

Concession 11, on the east part of lot 30. Look for the “AZ” of Hazeldean, on the plot of land
listed as belonging to Jno (John) Hodgins. The house icon on the land indicates that there was a 

schoolhouse there at the time.

R. HODGINS HOUSE: 
THEY PAVED PARADISE, PUT UP A MATRESS MART   -  Cont’d
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“The light grey stone composing the Hodgins’ house was finely dressed and hand tooled and hand textured…. 
expertly laid by craftsmen who demonstrated a knowledge of the finer elements of architectural style… per-
haps the finest architectural feature of the house is its bay window. The window is not only beautiful in itself 
due to its fine stonework, but it reflects the height of Picturesque… it was important for the occupant to have a 
commanding view of his environment.”

 “It seems unbelievable that this city is one of the very few to consciously resist acknowledging the value of 
its tangible roots with the past, while allowing developers de facto carte blanche to erect neighbourhoods that 
won’t last a fraction as long as structure such as Glen Cairn’s Unsworth home.”
(Kanata Standard editorial, March 1987)

BY THE LATE 1980s, much of the land surrounding the house to the south and east had been developed 
for housing. The three remaining acres had been purchased by Taylor Developments. (You still see Brent 
Taylor’s signs all over the city — in fact he’s selling another 19th century home right now on Stittsville Main 
Street.) The Taylor plan was to bulldoze the house to build a 35,000 square foot shopping plaza. The land was 
reported as being worth about $600,000 at the time. When local heritage advocates got wind of Taylor’s pro-
posal, they started looking for a way to stop the demolition.

The house should have easily qualified for heritage designation under the Ontario Heritage Act, passed in 
1975, which could have held off demolition for at least a few months. But Kanata City Council at the time was 
looking towards the future, and was not known as being enthusiastic about heritage.
In January 1987, Kanata councillors rejected a proposal to establish a Local Architectural Conservation Advi-
sory Committee (LACAC), a committee that was established in many other municipalities to advise councils on 
heritage issues. (In the amalgamated City of Ottawa today, the Heritage Committee – composed of councillors, 
architects and heritage experts – plays a similar role.)

“Council’s decision not to have a LACAC group is embarrassing. Kanata is the only city in Ontario without one,” 
Joanna Doherty told the Kanata Standard at the time.

Doherty, a Glen Cairn resident and architectural historian with Parks Canada, became the driving force behind 
a group that would try to save Hodgins House from the wrecking ball. In March 1987, she was part of the group 
of residents that formed the Kanata Architectural Conservation Society (KACS).

The group went to City Council and asked them to stop the demolition, but were denied because council didn’t 
want to spend money to purchase or renovate the building. In the previous five years the city had spent near-
ly $320,000 to help restore several heritage buildings including the mansion at Pinhey’s Point, and the Old 
Town Hall on March Road.

“Just don’t ask us to buy more buildings. We need a new leisure pool, an extra ice surface and more sidewalks 
in Kanata. Don’t force a lifetime of poverty on the owner of the residence,” said Alderman Bill Berry at the 
time.

R. HODGINS HOUSE: 
THEY PAVED PARADISE, PUT UP A MATRESS MART   -  Cont’d



Page 8  -  GTHS Newsletter  -  Issue #4 - 2016

- Cont’d

“The thing is heritage designation didn’t have to cost the city anything. Designation would not have necessarily 
tied the city to buy or maintain a building. Under the Heritage Act at that time, designation would have opened 
a 180-day window where the City could have negotiated with the property’s owner – in this case Taylor Devel-
opments – to conserve it and incorporate it into their plans. Doherty and the KACS group came up with a plan 
for that too.

R. HODGINS HOUSE: 
THEY PAVED PARADISE, PUT UP A MATRESS MART   -  Cont’d

In mid-April, Doherty presented council with an al-
ternate concept plan drawn up by architects George 
Nichols and Debra Smilski. The stone house was 
incorporated into the corner strip mall, where it could 
have been used for a restaurant or professional offic-
es. The developer said the only way they’d support 
heritage designation was if residents were prepared to 
move the house somewhere else. Council ended up 
approving the strip mall as we know it today.

“It just didn’t fit. We’re not made of stone. We’re 
sympathetic. The previous council zoned the property 
commercial,” said Len Koffman, a lawyer for Taylor. 
He suggested donating the stones to the community 
or putting up a monument in a nearby park.

Reaction from the community was mixed.

“In its callous, short-sighted attitude to rush ahead 
with yet another ugly strip mall, council has shown 
that is [sic] has no sense of history, no concern for 
the total environment of our city and no commitment 
to good planning,” wrote Fred Boyd in a letter to the 
editor. “With a little imagination the historic house 
could have been saved and there could have been 
intelligent development of the land. The incredibly my-
opic stance of council and the insensitive attitude of 
the developer are inexcusable.”
“Funny, no one has asked myself and a lot of others 
who think that our taxes can be spent more wisely,” 
wrote Mark Boyer. “Old houses are very expensive 
to purchase, renovate and maintain. If they can save 
the Unsworth house what do they plan on doing with 
it? Move in? I hardly think so. How do they plan on 
funding the operation of this and other old houses?”

KACS came up with a site plan (on the right) that
incorporated the stone house  into the commercial
strip mall. Kanata’s council ended up approving the  

developer’s plan (left).

Kanata Standard, April 23, 1987
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FAST FORWARD TO JANUARY 1988. The house is still standing, but the date with the wreckers is just weeks 
away. The Standard reports that the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada is set to recognize 
Hodgins House for its historical and architectural significance, in a report to be released in about six weeks. 
Would it be soon enough to make a difference?

Kanata Mayor Des Adam tells the Standard that the city’s hands are tied, because when the developer pur-
chased the land, it was already zoned commercial, so they don’t need permission to tear down the house. 
(Although had Adam and his council decided to add heritage designation to the house, they could delayed and 
possibly stopped its demolition.)

MARCH 1988. A plan is hatched to save the house by moving it to nearby Walter Baker Park, being developed 
across the street. City Council has offered a site in the park for the house.
The community continues to debate heritage and development in the letters page of the Standard.
“It should not be forgotten that the so called ‘ugliest development known to modern civilization’ the strip plaza 
provides essential goods and services to the surrounding community not to mention jobs. We should welcome 
commercial development and take strip plazas with a grain of salt. After all, they’re really not that unpleasant to 
look at,” writes Joel Walker.
“The presence of such landmarks…were swaying factors in my decision to move to Kanata. Their unique con-
tribution helps to break the monotony of acre upon acre of sterile housing development,” writes Julie Joyce.

R. HODGINS HOUSE: 
THEY PAVED PARADISE, PUT UP A MATRESS MART   -  Cont’d

EARLY APRIL, 1988. “Hodgins house eludes date 
with wrecker’s ball,” says the headline in the Stan-
dard. Provincial cabinet minister Richard Patten has 
joined the fight. “I’m optimistic we can save the house. 
I will be speaking to other (cabinet) ministers this 
week about the issue, and I should know something 
concrete within a couple of weeks after I’ve looked 
into the funding possibilities,” says the Ottawa Centre 
MPP.

The province would contribute 25% of the estimated 
$150,000 needed to move the 500-ton house. The 
City of Kanata would have to commit $75,000 and the 
community would fundraise the rest.

But although City Council was originally on board with the relocation plan, they’ve also issued a demolition 
permit. Mayor Adam says he’ll talk to Taylor to try to persuade him to hold off demolishing the house as long as 
possible.

MID-APRIL, 1988. “New developments spark hope for Hodgins House,” headlines the Standard. The City, the 
developer, and KACS are now working together again to come up with a plan to move the house to the new 
location. “After discussing the situation with Mayor Des Adam, developer Brent Taylor, who wants to clear the 
site to make way for a strip plaza, agreed to delay demolition for at least one month,” says architect and KACS 
member George Nichols. If the house is saved, it will likely become a centre for local arts groups.

Hodgins’ house eludes data with wrecker’s ball. 
Kanata Standard, April 6, 1988.
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Marianne Wilkinson, who served as mayor of Kanata from 1978-1985 (and in 2016 is an Ottawa city council-
lor in Kanata North), writes a letter to the editor, calling Hodgins House “one of the finest buildings in the City of 
Kanata”.
“It’s long term value to the city, both historically and practically, is significant enough to warrant the city contrib-
uting its share of funds to move the house and place it on a foundation. Long term restoration is not needed 
now and can be funded in future years when a permanent use for the property, which could help in its funding, 
is determined.
“It is unfortunate that council did not initially insist that the house be incorporated in the site plan. Although I 
am aware that, in a narrow legal sense, this could not have been required, council has the ability to negotiate, 
cajole, encourage and otherwise ensure that the house was maintained and used without the necessity of any 
funds – that was the first lost opportunity.
“The second opportunity – to use the house as a fine feature of Walter Baker Park – is still available. Council 
should show foresight and sensitivity to this project by providing its share of the funds necessary for the reloca-
tion, new foundation and utility connections…
“A quality community remembers and protects its heritage. I recall the opposition to buying the Pinhey property 
but what a great long term asset we have there. The Hodgins house is architecturally superior to the Pinhey 
house and will be more accessible because of the location. Let’s not lose the second opportunity. Urge your 
members of council to demonstrate its leadership abilities and create a historical oasis in Walter Baker Park.”

MAY 1988. City council meets in-camera and decides not to fund the relocation of Hodgins House after all, 
citing ballooning costs (now estimated at $500,000, not $150,000).
“If those figures are legitimate, then there’s no point in continuing these discussions. We simply can’t afford it. 
It’s out of our league,” says Adam.
Adam also argues that he’s not convinced there’s enough public support. He says that during the last few 
weeks residents have come to him complaining “if the city has money for an old house, then why not for other 
more important projects.”
With the city pulling out, that puts the provincial funding in jeopardy, and catches MPP Patten by surprise.
“I didn’t realize the situation had changed,” said Patten. “I spoke to the mayor a month ago, and I thought we 
had an agreement all worked out. The funding for this project is a three-way arrangement and we (the provin-
cial government) need an assurance from the city that it will accept responsibility for the building — that in-
cludes helping to fund the move.”
The community has come up with $7,000 in pledges to date.
On the same night, council grants the final site plan approval to Taylor Developments.
“The developer has said construction is expected to begin in about a month,” reports the Standard.

MAY 31, 1988. Demolition begins.
“The news of the demolition reached the Kanata Standard’s office almost simultaneously with word from the 
Minister of Government Services office that $37,500 in provincial funding could be obtained to pay for the relo-
cation of the house.”
Members of KACS are shocked, and mount a protest. Work is temporarily halted over an alleged improper city 
permit. The Kanata OPP, the president of the wrecking company and the Kanata’s building inspector meet on 
the site to resolve the issue. The following morning, what’s left of Hodgins home is levelled.

R. HODGINS HOUSE: 
THEY PAVED PARADISE, PUT UP A MATRESS MART   -  Cont’d

 note:  12 page is page next - exist not  does11 page  
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HODGINS HOUSE WAS DEMOLISHED, but it’s not all gone. First, there are the trees. That big line of pine 
trees that separates the houses on Glenmoriston Avenue in Glen Cairn from the shopping plaza are the same 
trees that lined the east edge of the property, and that the people who lived in the house would have seen from 
their windows.

R. HODGINS HOUSE: 
THEY PAVED PARADISE, PUT UP A MATRESS MART   -  Cont’d

What’s beneath the trees is even more interesting. I took a walk there last fall, and I’m almost certain some of 
the old stones are still there, nearly 30 years after it was demolished.

Other than that, there’s no sign of the mansion that stood there for over 100 years. The footprint of Hodgins 
House is roughly in the corner of the plaza where the Mattress Mart sits now. The landscaped garden in front 
of the home is now a parking lot and a McDonald’s.

From the Kanata Standard, June 8, 1988.

GeoOttawa 1976 aerial photo showing the Hodgins House
and surrounding property. Hazeldean Road runs

diagonally across the image. Terry Fox was yet to be
built. Note the line of trees along the east side of the house.

GeoOttawa 2011 aerial photo showing the same Kanata
property today. The location of the house is shown in
the inlay on the photo, to show where it would have

stood in relation to the current plaza.

The Hodgins property, as it looks today.

These trees date from before the plaza was built,
when the house was still standing.
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Christmas wreaths hold a meaningful history not thought of by many people when hanging their front 
door wreath as an adornment.

The circular shape of the wreath represents eternity or life that is never ending as a wreath has no 
beginning or end – the eternal love of Christ, his strength, as well as the creation of new life. Wreath 
is derived from the word ‘writhen’ from old English meaning to ‘twist’ or ‘writhe’. 

Evergreens are used to create wreaths as they commonly grow worldwide and are known for their 
hardiness in winter climates. Evergreen or fir trees also signify strength and immortality. Early wreaths 
were simply made using twisted evergreen branches bent into a circle, decorated with pine cones and 
clad with a red bow. Today’s wreaths are more bejeweled and commercial thus taking away from a 
more simplistic era. 

Romans were the first to adorn their doors with wreaths to display their society status or a sign of 
victory. Pagans traditionally made wreaths from evergreen circles with four candles that represented 
earth, wind, fire and water and characteristically used in ceremonies to ensure the prolongation of the 
circle of life. The Catholic custom also had four candles that were lit on each Advent Friday preceding 
Christmas and accompanied by a prayer. The Catholic wreath’s candles were made up of three purple 
to symbolize penance and expectation with the last one being pink for the coming of joy. Christians 
used wreaths to symbolize Christ and usually decorated with four candles – the exterior holding three 
and one in the middle. On Christmas Eve, the middle candle was lit to represent the arrival of Jesus 
Christ – the Light of the World.

Early in the 19th century a tradition began to lay evergreen crosses or wreaths on the graves of the 
dead to honour them. These would then be brought home for use as their Christmas decorations.

This is how the tradition of hanging wreaths on our front doors came to be and why this practice has 
been maintained by families around the world.

THE HISTORY OF THE CHRISTMAS WREATH
(Submitted by Lesley McKay)
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You are all invited to the Annual GTHS Christmas Party
Saturday, December 10, 2016

1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Stittsville United Church

6255 Fernbank Road (corner of Main Street, Stittsville)

Please RSVP at gths-editor@rogers.com if you plan to attend.

Donations of finger food would be much appreciated.

This year, the Stittsville Legion is collecting socks to provide to the homeless. 
Children’s, ladies and men’s socks are all needed, gently used or new.

If you would like to participate, please bring your donation of socks to the party.

If you require a ride to the party,
please contact us at:

gths-editor@rogers.com

And don’t forget to wear
your red and green or

tacky Christmas sweater!
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The 2017 Goulbourn Township Historical Society Annual General Meeting will be held on January 
21st at the Stittsville United Church, 6255 Fernbank Road. The luncheon cost per ticket is $15.00 and 
the meal will be a seasonal Turkey dinner served at 12.00 pm. Please let us know if you have any 
food allergies. Following the meal, the Board of Directors and Committee Heads will report on the 
progress made throughout the year on our various initiatives. There will be an election of Directors.

UPCOMING GTHS 2017 ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING AND LUNCHEON

All interested organizations and individuals are invited to participate in the Honours and Awards Pro-
gram by submitting a nomination form. Self nominations are acceptable, with some restrictions in the 
case of the Dorothy Duncan Award. Books are eligible for only one “Book Award” category, and nom-
inators must clearly specify which category is being selected.  All nominations are assessed by the 
Ontario Historical Society’s Honours & Awards Committee and members of the OHS Board of Direc-
tors. The deadline for submissions is Friday, January 13th, 2017.

2016-17 ONTARIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY HONOURS AND 
AWARDS  PROGRAM

Nominations Now Open! – The 2016-17 Ontario 
Historical Society Honours & Awards Program is 
now accepting nominations. The 2016 September 
edition of the OHS Bulletin contained a copy of the 
nomination brochure. A digital copy can be printed 
by visiting www.ontariohistoricalsociety.ca.
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VISITING THE GTHS ARCHIVES

Our collection of archival material continues to grow, thanks to researchers who generously share their work 
with us. This year, we gratefully thank the following researchers who have allowed us to add their work to our 
collection, or to share it with others:

Barbara Macdonald for her work on the Dunlop family;
Elizabeth Abbott for her information on John Barber and his family;
Donna Masson for her McFadden research;
Chelsea Brown for information on the Nelson family of Richmond; and
Keith Hobbs for allowing us to share his videos of the commemoration ceremony for William Brown Bradley 
with a Bradley descendent.
Edna Marlow for her continuing donation of Family Tree Magazine.
John Maguire’s work is finally in its new home at the Stittsville library where you will also find the research 
on the Dunlop, Barber and McFadden families. The Nelson information is with the GTHS collection in Rich-
mond.

We are also fortunate to have a network of knowledgeable people who, this year, have contributed their knowl-
edge and expertise to help: Marion Scott, Marilyn Cottrell, and Lesley McKay. Thank you all!

We welcome contributions of family histories and local information from anyone who has information to share. 
Your information could be donated to the GTHS as is, or a copy of the original made for the GTHS. If you 
would like to discuss donating research or documentation to the Goulbourn Township Historical Society Ar-
chives, please contact Joan Darby at 613-838-5692 or research@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org.

(Submitted by Joan Darby)

PROGRAMS

January 21, 2017 - 12 Noon – Annual General Meeting – Stittsville United Church.
February, 2017 – Heritage Day – Details to follow
March, 2017 – Details to follow 
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FAMILY ROOTS REQUESTS

We received the following request for family information. I am very much interested in the McFadden 
family connection to Ashton. My great-great Grandfather, William McFadden, was one of the early 
settlers, arriving in about 1818, after being released from the British military. The grounds of the origi-
nal Anglican Church and cemetery are on land originally dedicated from the McFadden land grant and 
many McFadden family members are in its cemetery. When I was last in Ashton (3 years ago) the old 
log homestead was still standing.

Is it possible for you to read out this expression of interest in contacting anyone who may have infor-
mation about our family history in that area? Feel free to share my coordinates shown below. Is there 
anyone else with the GTHS who may be researching family members associated with the McFadden 
or Drummond families in the Ashton area? Someone paid for new tombstones for the McFadden 
ancestors in the Christ Church cemetery about 20 years ago and I’m hoping that person might still be 
around.

If you have information to share with
Jack McFadden, he can be reached through the 
following contact information:
Jack J. McFadden
15766 Highway 12,
Port McNicoll, Ontario  LOK 1R0
Phone:  (705) 534-0138
Email:  jjmcfadden@sympatico.ca

WANTED FOR RICHMOND 2018

Volunteers to act as Costumed Interpreters for Richmond’s 200th anniversary celebrations.

We provide the training and arrangements for the costumes. Be part of your community’s celebrations 
and have some fun with its historical characters.

Sign up now and we’ll be in touch – info@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
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NEWS AND VIEWS 

Help Wanted – Seeking Researchers
The Archives Committee is looking for volunteer 
researchers to assist in replying to genealogical or 
historical questions submitted to the GTHS via email 
or any other means. The ideal candidates will have 
experience as thorough and dedicated researchers, 
will be comfortable using electronic resources and 
email and have the time available to take their turn 
replying to questions. This would not be onerous in 
terms of overall time commitment, but the volume and 
timing of requests are unpredictable, so there will be 
times of higher demand. If you are interested, please 
contact Joan Darby either by
email: research@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org or 
phone at 613-838-5692.

Ontario Heritage Conference 
Ottawa is hosting the 29th edition of this conference 
from June 8-10, 2017 and they are seeking members 
of local heritage organizations to assist in organizing 
the conference. The theme for this year’s conference 
is “Canada 150: Reflecting on the Past and Build-
ing the Future of Heritage Conservation”. The 
following areas need your participation: Programming, 
Volunteer Coordination, Marketing, Sponsorship, 
Logistics (sessions, food & beverage), Tours, Writing 
Media Releases/Program Guide and Speaker Coor-
dination. If you are interested in volunteering for this 
event, please contact Lesley.Collins@ottawa.ca for 
further information.

GTHS Facebook
Have you checked out our Facebook page recently? 
You will find event information, historical facts and 
photos in ample supply. Even if you don’t use Face-
book, you can access the page by typing:
facebook.com/goulbourntownship in your internet 
browser.

Membership Renewal
Don’t forget that your membership is up for renewal at 
the end of January 2017. The best time to renew is at 
our Annual General meeting.

Council of Heritage Organizations in Ottawa (CHOO)
The following are events that CHOO is holding over the next month or so that may be of interest to you.
- Tuesday, November 29 – 11:00 am - Ottawa’s Economic Outlook 2016 Luncheon, Shaw Centre. The Mayor 
   and Panel Experts address trends & opportunities in the City’s business sector and economic future
 - Thursday, December 1 – 9:00 am - Momentum 613 Harnessing the Power of Ottawa’s Festivals and
   Cultural Events – Ottawa Festivals in Partnership with the Ottawa Cultural Alliance featuring Nick Nanos and
   other expert panelists, All Saints, 10 Blackburn Ave.

GTHS Fundraising
“Team 3966” - that is the number GTHS members 
should give to your server at Hurleys Restaurant in 
Stittsville so you can raise needed funds for GTHS ac-
tivities while benefitting from a good meal at the same 
time. Hurleys Restaurant donates 10% of each meal 
to the GTHS bank account. So next time you find 
yourself at Hurleys, mention Team 3966, and continue 
to fundraise for GTHS. Keep eating, keep fundraising!

Ontario Historical Society
Did you know that the OHS holds webinars that are 
a fountain of information for all and are available for 
screening? Some past webinars have included top-
ics on Built Heritage – helpful for GTHS’ Historical 
Properties Project, as well as one on Project Man-
agement for Digitization Projects which would be an 
excellent resource for our Archives team and anyone 
else wishing to digitize their family histories. For more 
information on dates, times and topics, check out their 
website at: www.ontariohistoricalsociety.ca.
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PEARLS OF WISDOM …

WHEN winter comes along the river line
And Earth has put away her green attire,
With all the pomp of her autumnal pride,

The world is made a sanctuary old,
Where Gothic trees uphold the arch of gray,

And gaunt stone fences on the ridge’s crest
Stand like carved screens before a crimson shrine,

Showing the sunset glory through the chinks.
There, like a nun with frosty breath, the soul,

Uplift in adoration, sees the world

Transfigured to a temple of her Lord;
While down the soft blue-shadowed aisles of snow

Night, like a sacristan with silent step,
Passes to light the tapers of the stars.

Bliss Carman
April 15, 1861 – June 8, 1929

And remember …. 

May Peace be your gift at Christmas
and your blessing all year through! 

Unknown 

Winter
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GOOD ENOUGH TO EAT

Gingerbread Cake with 
Cream Cheese Frosting Ingredients

• 3/4 cup boiling water   
• 1/2 tsp baking soda
• 2/3 cup unsulphured molasses
• 3/4 cup granulated sugar
• 1 2/3 cup all-purpose flour
• 2 tsp ground ginger
• 1 tsp ground cinnamon
• 1/4 tsp ground nutmeg
• 1/8 tsp ground cloves
• 1/2 tsp baking powder
• 1/4 tsp salt
• 1/3 cup vegetable oil
• 2 large eggs

Cream Cheese Frosting

• 6 oz cream cheese, softened
• 1/3 cup unsalted butter, softened
• 1 3/4 cups powdered sugar
• 1/2 tsp vanilla extract
• Sparkling cranberries and mint leaves
            (optional)

Directions

• Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Butter a 9-inch springform pan (or an 8-inch square. Or a 10-inch 
springform would work too just reduce baking time slightly). Line bottom with a round of parchment 
paper (or square if using a square dish) and butter parchment, set aside.
• In a heat proof mixing bowl whisk together boiling water and baking soda. Stir in molasses and gran-
ulated sugar, whisking well to dissolve sugar, set aside.
• In a large mixing bowl whisk together flour, ginger, cinnamon, nutmeg, cloves, baking powder and 
salt.
• Stir vegetable oil and eggs into molasses mixture, then, whisk wet mixture into dry mixture 1/3 at a 
time, mixing well after each addition. 
• Pour mixture into prepared springform pan. Bake in preheated oven until toothpick inserted into cen-
ter comes out clean, about 30 - 35 minutes. Cool 5 minutes then run a knife around edge of cake to 
loosen and remove ring. Cool completely on a wire rack then frost top with cream cheese frosting and 
decorate with cranberries and mint leaves if desired.
• For the frosting: In the bowl of an electric stand mixer fitted with the paddle attachment, whip togeth-
er cream cheese and butter until pale and fluffy. Add vanilla extract and powdered sugar and mix until 
pale and fluffy.
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GOULBOURN TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP FORM

Last Name:  ___________________________________ First Name:  _____________________
Full Address: __________________________________________________________________
Phone:  _______________ e-mail:_________________________________________________
Second Family Member (if applicable):______________________________________________
Second e-Mail address (if applicable): ______________________________________________

Is this application for a SINGLE MEMBERSHIP ($15/yr)? ____

Family Membership ($20/yr)? ___ (two family members at the same address)

Is this a membership renewal? _____ or a new membership request? ____ 
Do you wish to make a donation to the GTHS? ____
Would you be interested in volunteering with the GTHS? ____ 

NEWSLETTER:
The GTHS Newsletter is published quarterly and sent to all members. Please help us keep our costs 
down by having your copy sent to you by e-mail.

Please send my copy by e-mail:  ____            by post:  ____

METHODS OF PAYMENT:
Cash or cheque made payable to the “Goulbourn Township Historical Society”.

Payments may be made at any meeting or program, including the Annual General Meeting.

Payments can also be mailed to:
Goulbourn Township Historical Society,
PO Box 621, 2060 Huntley Road, Stittsville, ON, Canada K2S 1A7

Receipts for Income Tax purposes will be sent shortly after your application is received.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
For GTHS Membership Office Only

Date Received:  _______________

Membership dues are for the period:  February 1, 2016 to January 31, 2017

Amended:  March 2016

MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION


