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    Christmas card produced in the 1930’s - likely from Goulbourn

or nearby Beckwith Township. Keepsake of Annie Myrtle Bradley.

   

COMING EVENTS/PROGRAMS 

The “Members Only” Christmas Party will be held on December 17th and the invitations are in 
the "mail". We hope to see lots of our members at the Party so we can share some seasonal joy 
and celebrate another successful year for the Society.

January 21, 2012: Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held at the Christ Church 
Anglican, in Ashton, Ontario. As usual the dinner portion will start at noon followed by the (ever 
popular) business meeting around 1:00 p.m.

February 18, 2012: Heritage Day at the Stittsville Library.
         
March 17, 2012: Our guests for this program are Charlotte Whitton with award winning author 
Dave Mullington.

                                       This newsletter is produced with the assistance 
                                                      of the City of Ottawa and  the 
                                           Ontario Ministry of Culture, Tourism, and Recreation.
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Welcome to the newest addition to our Newsletter. Rev. Jim Kirkpatrick will be “talking to us” 

on a very interesting subject. If you have been searching for information on your family tree, you  

will be able to use these tips to help you with your quest. 

Genealogically Speaking … “You’re related to who??” 

A First  Response to the Challenge  –  Then Why Don’t  You Write 
Something for the GTHS Newsletter!

A bit of background info – I have been interested in genealogy for many years, 
and have been using the Internet and Family Tree Maker software since about 
1994. Not exactly an expert but a moderately experienced amateur. I have at 
least reached the point where I know some of the questions to ask and some of 
the pitfalls to avoid. My first memory of any of this stuff goes back to the 
early  1960’s  when  my  grandfather  dragged  me  through  the  cemetery  at 
Stanley Corners as he searched for more information on his Hobbs ancestors– 
all long before the internet! My family connection (both direct and through 
marriage) with Goulbourn, Huntley, and Beckwith townships goes back to the 
late 1820’s and early 1830’s through names that include Crawford,  Hobbs, 

Kilpatrick/Kirkpatrick, Eades, Hodgins, Baird, Foote, Pattie, Willis, and a myriad of others too 
numerous to mention. Families with up to a dozen or more children was common and directly 
increases the complexity of any research. It  also gets complicated when 1st cousins marry and 
when names are re-used in a family after a child dies young (all stories for another day).

My plan is to offer some personal reflections on my experience with searching for family 
roots. Along the way I will share some tips and tricks that I have learned and perhaps help some 
of you to find what you seek a bit more easily and with less frustration. There are plenty of books 
and internet guides out there – many I have looked at and tried – usually with mixed results. This 
will not be a Genealogy 101.

So – here we go!  

   The first rule of genealogy is to start with yourself (or your spouse) and work back from 
there.  Starting  from  what  you  know  and  go  backwards.  It  should  be  a  simple  procedure, 
shouldn’t  it?  Anyone  who  has  been  at  this  for  any  length  of  time  knows  that  family 
memories/stories are notoriously unreliable at times.

Take the case of my wife’s grandfather – Ed Foote.  Ed came to Canada in 1891 (he 
thought) as a ‘British Home Child’ from the Barnardo Homes in England. However he does not 
show up on any ship’s passenger lists for 1891! He said that his father was John Foote and his 
mother  was  Mary Hiscock  and  that  he  was  born  in  Wincanton,  Somerset  in  1879.  He was 
orphaned when his mother died first, then has father and that he had 3 sisters and 1 brother. The 
sisters went into service as domestics and the 2 boys were put into the Barnardo Home and then 
to Canada. So far this is pretty straightforward, or so it seems. Ed died in 1970 so I was unable to 
ask him about any of this.  So the next step is to search for Ed’s birth record in England.
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There is a lot of stuff available via the internet and I was able to get a copy of Ed’s birth 
register from the General Records Office in London, England. He was born in 1879 in Stoke 
Trister, Wincanton, Somerset, but much to my surprise his father was James (not John) Foot (no 
‘e’) and his mother was Elizabeth Ann Sergeant.  After searching the UK Census records and the 
Birth, Marriage, and Death records it appears that Ed‘s father died first in 1884, then his mother 
in 1889 (not the other way around) and that he had 1 sister (not 3) and 5 brothers (not 1). One of 
the drawbacks to doing research on the internet is that you are restricted to what others decide to 
make available. This has left us pretty much at a dead end. The next step in hunting for Ed’s 
family in England is through the Barnardo Homes files. We are waiting, impatiently, for a copy 
of Ed’s file to be sent to us from England – a process that can take up to 6 months at the cost of 
about C$160! Another case of hurry up and wait.

I  look forward to hearing your  stories  and maybe sharing some of them through the 
newsletter.

Of interest:

District 9 of the Ontario Horticultural Society is introducing a special rose in commemoration of 
the War of 1812.

This is a hardy, scented floribunda rose with a large crimson flower. It is a repeat bloomer and 
disease resistant. The cost is $15 for a bare root and shipping and handling will be added.

If you are interested, please advise us by February 15 and the Goulbourn Township Historical 
Society will "bulk order", dividing the shipping cost among those ordering and thus saving costs.

If you would like further information, view the District 9 web site at d9.gardenontario.org

FUNDRAISING NEWS

                    The Fundraising Committee is pleased to
              inform you that, by dining out, you can assist the
             Society. If you eat at the Broadway Bar and Grill
                 in Stittsville and say “Team 396”, the Society
             will receive 10% of what you spend. So, everyone,
                     get out to Broadway and say “Team 396”,
                              earn us some money and enjoy.

Thought to Ponder

“Take the attitude of a student, never be too big to ask questions, never know too much to learn 
something new. “ OG MANDINO
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John Brummell prepares to lay a 

wreath on behalf of the Historical  

Society at the recent Remembrance Day 

service at the Stittsville War Memorial.  

John also laid a wreath for the Society  

at Richmond, earlier in the day.
                                        Photo by John Bottriell 

                                 

The  Grade  10 History Prize  at 
South  Carleton  High  School, 
given  annually  by  the 
Goulbourn Township Historical 
Society,  was  won this  year  by 
Ashley  Cuthbert  who  received 
the $100 cheque and certificate 
from Membership Chair, Robin 
Derrick.  The  event  took  place 
on October 6th.

ATTENTION MEMBERS 

Does anyone in our membership have some ideas for programs to attract the youth in the 
community??? If you do, could you please contact us via the email address listed below.

Contact Information

If you need to contact us, please email us at - goulbournhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
As well, check out our Website at www.goulbournhistoricalsociety.org

GOULBOURN MUSEUM

Public Visiting Hours
— ALL YEAR—

Tuesday thru Friday & Sunday’s
1:00 – 4 p.m.
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PRESIDENT'S REMARKS

As the leaves flutter slowly down to the ground and the frost becomes ever more frequent, we 
realize that the year is moving towards its close.  It's been a busy year for the Historical Society 
and this last quarter has provided some memorable events.

Milestone

We are  happy to report  that  the Goulbourn Township Historical  Society and the Goulbourn 
Museum signed  a  legal  agreement  on  September  22nd 2011  by  which  the  three-dimensional 
artefact collection of the Historical Society was transferred to the ownership of the Goulbourn 
Museum.  There were a number of other assets transferred such as office equipment, exhibit 
furniture and displays and original documents that require special care. This fulfills the motion 
passed at  our last  AGM to effect  such a transfer.  It  is  our intent to post  the complete legal 
agreement  on  our  website  for  several  months  so  that  any  member  who  wishes  to  see  the 
agreement in its entirety may view it.  

The  legal  agreement  also  sets  out  the  fact  that  the  photographic  collection  and  the  Family 
History,  History and Genealogical  Files,  remain the property of the Historical  Society.   This 
gives us the base that solidifies our identity as an organization that is dedicated to increasing 
information about local history and families and making it available to the general public, and it 
is our intent to add to the photographic collection by further documenting events, buildings and 
people through photographic means.

The legal transfer of artefacts was backdated to June 13th 2011 to coincide with the new funding 
contract set up between the City of Ottawa and the Goulbourn Museum but because of Canada 
Revenue  Agency  requirements,  the  employees  of  the  Historical  Society's  museum  did  not 
become employees of the Goulbourn Museum until October 1, 2011.  In any case, matters seem 
to be sorted out now on the bureaucratic front and I think both organizations are happy to begin 
the new regime.  It  is the intention of both organizations to work together on events or ideas 
whenever that is suitable.

AGM

We have decided to go to Ashton for our AGM dinner and meeting this year and it will be held 
on Saturday, January 21st in the hall of Christ Church Anglican Church.  The ladies of Ashton 
always provide a terrific meal including delicious home-made pies so we are looking forward to 
seeing you  all  there.   The Constitution will be updated to reflect  the fact  that  the Historical 
Society does not operate a museum now and you will all receive the nature of the changes to the 
Constitution before it is presented to the meeting in January.

Photo Contest

We have had another successful Heritage Photo Contest this year with more people taking part. 
Many of the entries seem to come in at the last moment – which I suppose isn't surprising since 
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we  all  work  better  when  we  know  the  deadline  is  approaching.   The  winners'  photos  are 
published elsewhere in this newsletter and we would like to sincerely thank all those who made 
the effort to take part.  It's wonderful to see people's creativity on display.

Irish Roots

Our  October  Speaker's  Program on  the  topic  of  “Life  in  Ireland  before  Immigration  in  the 
1800's” attracted a large crowd of 65 people.  Roger Thomas of the Huntley Township Historical 
Society presented a very interesting talk with illustrations.  Roger came back in November at the 
Legion  Hall  to  talk  about  the  Life  of  a  Scottish  Soldier  supplemented  by  Scottish  Country 
dancing and Scottish treats to eat. 

Outreach 

We took part in Villagefest this year and several of our members (Doreen Bell, Margaret Stone 
and Lee Boltwood) walked in costume for the People's Parade along Abbott Street.  We also had 
a booth staffed by members Marion Gullock and Robin Tilgner which featured our Information 
plaques on buildings of historical interest in our township, and also outlined what our Historical 
Society does.
One week later, four of us were again in costume on a float at the Richmond Fair.  Our theme 
this year was The Duke of Richmond Arms, the establishment run by Maria Hill and her husband 
Sergeant Andrew Hill in the early days of Richmond. On the float were the Duke of Richmond, 
Maria Hill, a pioneer lady, and a male patron of the tavern.  Marion Gullock provided the trailer, 
John Bottriell made the hand-painted wooden sign and Tina Cockram not only provided the truck 
and bales of hay, but also drove the truck.  With our pewter tankards, empty I might add, a good 
time was had by all.
We also had an exhibit at the Richmond Library in October and November celebrating Canada 
and the British Connection and showing who was on the throne in England when important 
events were taking place in Goulbourn Township, such as settlement, establishing villages and 
amalgamation with Ottawa.

Future projects

We want to add to our Family History Files and enhance our social history information and we 
will be looking for people who are interested in doing some short research and/or research and 
writing in these areas.  These are intended as short-term volunteer projects - a manageable way 
to contribute to society in general and to the Society in particular.  Please contact the Society 
President at 613 836-2305 or at  president@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org if you would like to 
help out.

Barbara Bottriell
President, Goulbourn Township Historical Society

IN SYMPATHY

The G.T.H.S. has lost another of its members this year, a well known Historian, 
Mrs. Alice Hughes.

Goulbourn Township Historical Society – Newsletter 2011-4                        



            
RICHMOND FAIR FLOAT 

The Duke of Richmond Arms, an establishment run by Maria Hill and her husband Andrew Hill 
in 1819, was the subject of this year's GTHS Richmond Fair float. Enjoying the beautiful day are 
a  patron of the licensed  house (John Bottriell), Maria  Hill  (Barbara  Bottriell),  The Duke of 
Richmond (Robin Derrick), and hidden from view, a pioneer woman (Marion Gullock). 

DID YOU KNOW

Taken  from  the  book  titled  “The  Real 
McCoy”,  (The  True  Stories  Behind  Our 
Everyday Phrases) written by Georgia Hole 
(2005).  Where  and  what  does  the  phrase 
"wipe the slate clean – make a fresh start"  

comes  from  and  means:  In  the  past, 
shopkeepers and pub landlords used to keep 

a record of what a customer owed them by 
writing the details on a slate tablet. Once the 
customer  had  paid  their  account,  the  slate 
would literally be wiped clean. Slates have 
been used in this way at least since medieval 
times, but it wasn’t until the late 19th century 
that  someone  had  the  idea  of  comparing 
cleaning  a  slate  to  forgetting  about  past 
disagreements. 

A SMILE FOR THE DAY

A grandmother was telling her little granddaughter what her own childhood was like. “We used 
to skate outside on a pond. I had a swing made from a tire; it hung from a tree in our front yard. 
We rode our pony. We picked wild raspberries in the woods.” 
The little girl was wide-eyed, taking this all in. At last she said, “I sure wish I’d gotten to know 
you sooner!”
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NEWS ITEMS

History Prizes

The Society's annual Grade 10 History Prize was presented to Ashley Cuthbert at South Carleton 
High School on October 6th and Nicholas Hoffe was awarded the prize at Sacred Heart Catholic 
High School on October 18th.

Roving Ambassador

Robin Derrick, our Membership Secretary and Past President, has been enjoying himself playing 
the role of Charles Lennox, 4th Duke of Richmond at a number of events outside Ottawa. He was 
the featured speaker at the North Lanark Historical Society's General Meeting in Almonte back 
in  February,  in  June  he  appeared  as  The  Duke  at  Beckwith  Township  Historical  Society's 
Heritage Day, and in September he was the featured speaker in full costume at Bay of Quinte 
United Empire Loyalist Branch in Ameliasburg.  Kudos to Robin for so ably representing our 
Society and telling the tales of our history.

New Purchase

The Historical Society has purchased a digital voice recorder with the intent to use it to gather 
people's  memories  and stories  to add to our  record  of  life  in  Goulbourn Township.  Gwelda 
O'Shaughnessy has volunteered to do some of these interviews, and there may be other members 
who would enjoy interviewing people.  You have only to let us know.

Ghosts Return

Longtime member Bernie Shaw's popular collection of local ghost stories has been reprinted by 
the Historical Society and will be available for sale for $10 at each of our public programs. You 
can also get it at Saunders' Farm Gift Shop, the Goulbourn Museum or you can  order it online 
from our website by clicking on “Bookstore”, or if you can arrange to pick it up yourself, you 
can call 613 836-2305 to order a copy.   A nice little Christmas present.

New High School Course

A new grade 12 university level course called “Archives and Local History” available for all 
secondary students in Ontario has been developed by educator Rose Fine-Meyer of the Ontario 
Institute for Studies in Education.  The challenge is to get principals and teachers to introduce the 
course into their curriculum.

INTERESTING TIDBIT 

Question: Why is shifting responsibility to someone else called ‘passing the buck’?
Answer: In card games, it was once customary to pass an item, called a buck, from player to 
player to indicate whose turn it was to deal. If a player did not wish to assume the responsibility 
of dealing, he would ‘pass the buck’ to the next player. 

Answers to the Quiz: Jingle Bells, Walking in a Winter Wonderland, Santa Claus is coming to 
town,  Joy to  the  World,  Rudolph the  Red  Nosed  Reindeer,  Oh!  Come all  ye  Faithful,  I’m 
Dreaming of a White Christmas, Oh! Christmas Tree, What Child is this, We Three Kings, Deck 
the Halls, I Saw Three Ships, Oh! Holy Night, Noel, A Way in a Manger, 12 Days of Christmas, 
I Saw Mommy kissing Santa Claus, All I Want for Christmas is my 2 front teeth. 
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***************************************************************************

HERITAGE PHOTO CONTEST

Below you will find three of this year's  winners of the Historical Society's  2011 Heritage 
Photo Contest. If you would like to see the rest of the winners' photographs and the entries of 
all those who participated in our contest, please visit our 10-day exhibit at the Goulbourn 
Recreation Complex starting in the afternoon on Dec. 3rd or take a look at our website at 
goulbournhistoricalsociety.org and click on "Photo Contest" to see the web exhibit of all the 
photos.

The "Best of Show" in the Historical Society's Heritage  

Photo Contest this year, chosen by judge Tobin Kennedy  

of Henry's Photo Shop, was this lovely moonlit shot of the  

spire  of  St.  Philip's  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  

Richmond.  The photo was taken by Lianne Rogers.  St.  

Philip's  was  built  in  1857  after  an earlier  church was  

burned 10 years before.

 

Winner  of  the  Victorian  Buildings 

category  was  this  photo  of  the 

Bradley/Craig homestead on Hazeldean 

Road.  It  was  taken  by  John  Bottriell.  

The  home  was  built  in  the  1870's  in  

Gothic Revival style right in the middle 

of the Victorian period.  It has received  

heritage status from the City of Ottawa.
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 The  winner  of  the  "Generations"  category  in  the  

Historical Society's photo contest was this photo of four  

generations.  It  was  submitted  by  Ria  Massey  of  

Richmond. The four generations represented are Anna 

Kapteyns who is 90 years old and has been a Stittsville  

resident  since  1987,  her  daughter  Jo  Barrett,  her  

granddaughter  Abbey  Barrett  and  her  great  

granddaughter Lily Anne Barrett.

****************************************************************************

LOOKING BACK

A   STORY  of  OLDEN  DAY 

CHRISTMAS’  –  as  remembered  by 

the  Lewis  sisters  …  the  late  Isobel 

Crawford and the late Mary Collins. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  … When  Lynn 
(Griffiths)  phoned Mary and asked that 
she  and  I  would  talk  about  an  old 
fashioned  Christmas  at  the  meeting,  I 
said, well, what are we going to say, and 
after  39  years  my  memory  is  not  the 
best. I will attempt to talk about some of 
the happenings foremost in my mind. 
   The first sign of Christmas happened 
at  school;  usually  the  first  part  of 
November,  when  having  a  Christmas 
concert  was discussed. Incidentally,  the 
school  was S.S.  No.  4  Goulbourn;  just 
west of what was Dwyer Hills Farms. It 
is now a residence. Our home was where 
Heron Lake Estate is now, and there was 
no  bus  to  school.  We  walked,  mostly. 
Dialogues,  recitations,  songs  etc.  were 
decided upon, and everyone given parts. 

Then  it  was  practice  during  school 
hours, and deciding what time and date 
the concert would be held. Some years it 
was  held  on  last  afternoon  of  school 
before  Christmas,  when  our  parents 
came to watch us perform and applaud 
us on. Some years it was held at night, 
when  more  guests  came.  There  was  a 
great  deal  of  preparation  for  those 
concerts.  For  instance,  decorating, 
arranging the stage and the pupils getting 
proper  costumes  for  their  parts  in 
dialogues,  etc.  The  boys  went  to  the 
bush,  and  cut  boughs  and  a  Christmas 
tree.  Everyone  taking  part  in  the 
decorating. It  was a most exciting time. 
During  this  time  at  home  there  were 
preparations being made. The Christmas 
cake  was  one  of  the  first  things  our 
mother  baked,  and stored it  away until 
Christmas. On a mild day the first part of 
December,  our  father  with  the  help  of 
our uncle and a neighbour would butcher 
a beef.  It  would be left hanging on the 
barn floor, hoping it would stay mild for 
a  couple of days,  otherwise at  the first 
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sign of freezing it would have to be cut 
into usable pieces.  Could anyone guess 
how we stored this meat? It was put on 
boards  in  our  summer  kitchen  until 
frozen, then put into heavy cotton grain 
bags, tied, and put down into a large bin 
of grain in the granary, so it would keep 
frozen. Well, what had butchering a beef 
to do with Christmas? A great deal, for 
from the meat we got the suet to make 
the  plum pudding.  Our  mother  had  an 
excellent recipe, and as you may guess, 
the  procedure  to  cook  it  would  be 
different  to  now.  The  pudding  was  all 
mixed and put in a dish. A large kettle of 
water was put on the wood stove. In this 
kettle was set a large pan full of holes in 
the  bottom.  The  pan  containing  the 
pudding  was  set  in  this  steamer,  and 
covered with a  pie plate,  and over  this 
another lid to cover the large kettle, and 
to  keep  the  steam in.  You  didn’t  dare 
move the lid on the pudding dish until it 
was time for the pudding to be cooked 
and the kettle had to be kept boiling and 
more water added as needed.
   One very important thing was to think 
about  the  fowl  for  Christmas.  Our 
mother  mostly  raised  a  few  geese  or 
ducks.  Goose was the most  usual  meat 
for  Christmas  then.  In  fact  we  hardly 
knew about  turkey.  It  was  some  years 
after  when  our  dear  neighbour  raised 
turkeys  and  invited  us  for  New  Years 
Eve dinner that we began to know how 
turkey  tasted.  Oh,  our  neighbour  lived 
across  the  road  from  where  Lynne  & 
Bram live now. Of course the geese had 
to  be  plucked,  and  unless  you  wanted 
feathers all through the house, you chose 
another mild day, and did it in the cow 
byre. As, for storage the geese went the 
way of the beef. 
   Of course we must have a Christmas 
tree. Across the road (4th line) from our 
home  was  some  bush,  owned  by  our 

neighbour. We would phone him and ask 
if we might go over to his bush and cut a 
tree.  With  his  permission  Mary  and  I 
would go down the lane pulling a hand 
sleigh, and equipped with a saw and an 
axe,  to  make  a  decision.  When  we 
decided  on  a  tree,  we  chopped  and 
sawed, and carried the tree to the fence 
at  the  road,  and  go  back  up  the  lane. 
There  were no tree stands then,  so our 
father  made  us  a  stand  of  wood  –  2 
pieces  of  wood  nailed  together 
crossways,  ant  then  nailed on the  tree. 
Of course if the tree was too high for our 
living room, a piece had to be cut  off. 
Then  to  decorate  the  tree.  The 
decorations were sort of sparse not like 
today. We had metal candle holders that 
snapped  unto  the  branches  and  held 
candles. We had a red paper rope instead 
of the tinsel, and all the glitter of today. 
   Our parents would drive to Carleton 
Place to buy our gifts, and of course they 
would  be  hidden  some  place  until 
Christmas.  The  day  before  Christmas, 
the goose had to be prepared.
    On Christmas Eve, we hang up our 
stockings  beside  the  stove  (and  they 
were not  nylon,  hand knit  ones),  put  a 
lunch on the table for Santa and off to 
bed early, for we were told if we didn’t 
get to bed early, Santa would not come. 
Naturally  we  were  awake  very  early 
Christmas morning and crept downstairs 
not to waken our parent (as we thought) 
who were listening for the ohs & ahs.
   Our Grandmothers  bedroom was off 
the living room. She had a lamp burning 
all night, so we grabbed it to look if any 
of the lunch was gone. Yes, sure, some 
of  the  lunch  was  gone,  and  Santa  had 
been here. Then to our stockings and the 
tree  to  see  what  our  gifts  were.  I 
remember one Christmas of getting a red 
eversharp pencil with a ring in the end so 
I could put a ribbon in it and tie it around 
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my neck.  Another  Christmas  it  was  a 
Kodak camera for Mary and I. That was 
really  something.  Of  course  we had  to 
take  our  things  upstairs  to  show  our 
parents who showed so much surprise. 
   I remember of going outdoors after it 
got daylight, to look up on the roof, to 
see if we could see Santa’s’ tracks. Yes 
there  were  tracks  on  the  roof.  I  think 
someone  had  been  on  the  roof  and 
cleaned the chimney shortly before. 
   Then it was to get dinner prepared, for 
our Grandfather, Uncle and four cousins 
were  coming.  Yes,  there  they  were 
coming  in  the  lane  with  the  team  of 
horses  on  the  sleigh.  In  they  came  all 
wishing each other Merry Christmas. Of 
course for dinner we had the goose and 
the  plum  pudding.  Our  guests  always 
stayed  for  supper,  so  that  took care  of 
the Christmas cake.

   One Christmas that I really recall was 
going to our Mother’s  Aunt & Uncle’s 
home  on  the  other  side  of  Prospect.  I 
remember  it  was  a  very  clear  crisp 
morning, and we went with the horse & 
cutter. Mary and I sat on a little seat in 
front of the dash board. Thank goodness 
the horse did not kick. Perhaps being a 
cold morning, we had a hot brick rolled 
in newspaper at our feet. I remember so 
distinctly  of  watching  for  Santa’s 
reindeers tracks, and on the other side of 
Prospect,  where  there  is  still  the  bush, 
we  saw  tracks  that  we  knew  for  sure 
were Santa’s and that he had called on 
the boys and girls in that area too. 
   Perhaps Mary can think of something 
to  tell  you  I  have  missed,  so  thanking 
you for listening to me. I will wish you 
all a Happy & Joyous Christmas & good 
health for ‘88. Thank you. 
    

Book Review

McNab

by David Mulholland
265 pages (2006) $19.95
General Store Publishing House
499 O'Brien Rd., Box 415
Renfrew, Ont.  K7V 4A6

This novel was written by our October 2010 speaker, David Mulholland.  It's the story of the 
Laird of McNab,  13th Chief of Clan McNab and the settlement of the nearby Township that 
includes Arnprior.  It covers the period from 1824 to 1853 and it is told in the voice of the Piper 
to the Laird.  The Laird, it seems, was somewhat of a tyrant and the manner in which he treats 
the settlers is hard to countenance.  Putting it in the form of a novel is useful because we can 
identify with the characters and come to know of their hardships and triumphs in an interesting 
way.  I found the book a little hard to get into, but once in, it became fascinating and it is an 
excellent way to understand this period of history, including the role of the Family Compact in 
Toronto.  I would recommend this to anyone who wants to have a feel for what it was like in the 
early days of settling this country – although settlers in Goulbourn did not have to go through the 
injustices that those in McNab Township did.

Submitted by B. Bottriell
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CHRISTMAS QUIZ –  Can  you  guess  the  names  of  the  Christmas  songs  by looking  at  the 
pictures? Answers are found on page 8.
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**********************************RECIPES****************************

AMY’S TASTY  TROPICAL FRUIT MUFFINS

G.T.H.S. member Joan Darby

1 cup flour
1cup whole wheat flour
2 tsp baking powder
1 tsp baking soda
¼ tsp salt
½ cup shredded sweetened coconut
½ cup packed brown sugar
1 egg
1 cup milk
1 cup mashed ripe bananas (about 3)
¼ cup melted butter 
2 tsp vanilla
1 can crushed pineapple (or can use tidbits)-well drained (8 oz/227 mL can)

 
1. Preheat oven to 400F. Lightly butter or spray nonstick muffin pans.
2.  In large bowl, combine dry ingredients – use only half of the coconut. Mix sugar and wet 

ingredients separately and then mix together with dry until just moistened.
3.  Spoon into pans and top with remaining coconut.

Bake for 20 – 25 minutes

************************************************************************

Another lesson in Home Economics … Some Great Ideas
                                      Better than paper towels and a lot less expensive ... 

COFFEE FILTERS

Coffee filters ... Who knew! And you can buy 1,000 at the Dollar Store for almost 

nothing - even the large ones. 

-Stop the soil from leaking out of a plant pot. Line a plant pot with a coffee filter to 
prevent the soil from going through the drainage holes.
- Cover bowls or dishes when cooking in the microwave. Coffee filters make excellent 
covers. 
- Clean windows, mirrors, and chrome... Coffee filters are lint-free so they'll leave 
windows sparkling.
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- Put a few in a plate and put your fried bacon, French fries, chicken fingers, etc on 
them. It soaks out all the grease.
-As a sewing backing. Use a filter as an easy-to-tear backing for embroidering or 
appliquéing soft fabrics.
-Use them to strain soup stock and to tie fresh herbs in to put in soups and stews.

- Protect China by separating your good dishes with a coffee filter between each dish.
- Can use to hold dry ingredients when baking or when cutting a piece of fruit or 
veggies. Saves on having extra bowls to wash. 
-Use them to wrap Christmas ornaments for storage.
- Weigh chopped foods. Place chopped ingredients in a coffee filter on a kitchen scale.
- Use them to sprout seeds. Simply dampen the coffee filter, place seeds inside, fold it 
and place it into a plastic baggie until they sprout.
- Use coffee filters as blotting paper for pressed flowers. Place the flowers between 
two coffee filters and put the coffee filters in a phone book.

OH YEAH THEY ARE GREAT TO USE IN YOUR COFFEE MAKERS TOO.

 THE NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE

We are looking for creative writers; a memoir, historical extracts, and items of interest. Please 
contact Virginia at 613-836-1556 if you think you have something you’d like to share. 

Obituaries – Goulbourn Residents

BEAUDOIN, OSCAR (of Richmond) - On 
October 23, 2011, aged 84, husband of the 
late Marjorie Kuhns.  father of Kim (David) 
Sherry  (Wayne),  Nancy  and  Tanis  (Pat). 
Brother of Rita Devenny.

BRADLEY,  ISABEL  AUDREY (nee 

Wilson) (of  Stittsville)  -  On November  2, 
2011, wife of Bill and mother of Paul (late 
Sandra) and Richard (Ann).

BUJOLD,  DANIEL  ANDREW (of 
Richmond) -  On August  9, 2011, aged 39, 
husband of Jennifer (nee Chamberlain) and 
father of Julia, Benjamin and Sarah.

CASEY,  DESMOND (of  Ashton)  -  On 
August  28,  2011,  aged  80, husband of  the 

late  Anne  Casey  and  brother  of  Michael 
(Marlene), John (Theresa), Pat (Sharon) and 
Gerald (Terry).

DOWDALL, ELEANOR (nee Blackburn) 

- On October 24, 2011, aged 87, widow of 
Orville,  and  mother  of  Robert,  Brenda 
(Brent) Merkley and Barry (Sandra).   Also 
survived by her sister, Dorothy Doucette.

FRASER,  ROBERT (of  Richmond) -  On 
September 6, 2011, aged 73, son of the late 
Irwin and Irene Fraser and brother of the late 
Elaine Hall, Joan Doisseau and Ray.

IOB,  ELDA MARY (of  Stittsville)  -  On 
September  30,  2011,  aged  79,  widow  of 
Aureliano and mother of Michael (Joanne), 
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Lisa  (Terry)  Smith,  Sandra  (Rick) 
Poniatowski,  Robert  (Debbie),  Roger 
(Cathy) and Diane (Sean) Hollo.
JOHNSON,  ALLAN  BRUCE (of 
Richmond) - On November 23, 2011, in his 
89th year, husband of Marcia Kitching (nee 
Van Alstineu) and predeceased by his first 
wife Mary Elizabeth (nee Curry).  Father of 
Helen Freer (Jim) and stepfather of Debbie 
Comeau  (Brian),  Chris  Kitching  (Edwina), 
Jamie and the late Donald Kitching.

MANN,  RICHARD (of  Richmond)  -  On 
November  9,  2011,  aged  72,  husband  of 
Linda  (nee  Caouette)  and  father  of  Tom 
(Kaoru)  and  Sharon  (Andrew)  Norman. 
Brother of Margo (Pet6er) Smiley and Don 
(Gaye). Stepson of Mabel Mann.

MATHIEU, LIONEL (of Richmond) - On 
October  15,  2011,  aged  69,  partner  of 
Colleen Purdy and father of David (Nicole) 
and Nikki Healey.

McCURDY,  ELGIN  HENRY (of 
Richmond)  -  On November  7,  2011,  aged 
76,  husband  of  Lorna  (nee  McBryde)  and 
father of Garry (Sheila), Tim (Pauline), Don 
(Barb)  and  Suzanne.   Brother  of  Gordon 
(Bessie),  Glenn  (late  Pam),  Lois  Cooper 
(Rudy),  David  (Marguerite)  and  Carol 
Pinkham (Ron).

MCKENNA-LYNG,  HELEN (of  Dwyer 
Hill)  -  On  November  25,  2011,  aged  55, 
wife  of  Brian  Lyng  and  mother  of  Alana 
(Adil),  Sharon  and  Breanne.   Daughter  of 
the late Tillie Clarey and D'Arcy McKenna. 
Survived  by  her  siblings  Marilyn,  Giselle, 
John, Kevin and Joe. 

MOORE,  DONALD  GEORGE (of 
Richmond)  -  On October  10,  2011,  in  his 
97th  year,  husband  of  Lulu  Blanche  (nee 
Dunbar)  and  father  of  Wayne  (the  late 
Patsy) and Linda Tremblay (Paul).

MOORE, JAMES ALLEN (of Stittsville) - 
On August  18,  2011, aged  82, husband of 
the  late  Ruth),  Father  of  Caroline  (Fred) 
Bulmer,  Joanne  (Stephen  Walsh)  and  the 
late Jimmy.

MORRIS,  D.  JEAN (of  Stittsville)  -  On 
September  16.  2011,  wife  of  Clive  and 
mother of Geoffrey (Kathy), Sandra Dunlop 
(late  Donald),  Joanne  Samler  (Jeff)  and 
Peter (Linda).

MULLIGAN,  MARILYN  FAYE (nee 

Reid) (of  Stittsville)  -  On  November  3, 
2011, widow of Elmer Harry Mulligan and 
mother of Keith (Karlene),  David (Nancy), 
Joy (Richard) and Mel (Sandy)

PEEVER, GRACE E. (of Stittsville) - On 
November 12, 2011, aged 91, widow of Earl 
Peever and mother of Norris (Roxy), Mabel 
(Fred)  Robillard,  Jeanie  (Frank)  Fanning, 
Shirley  (Rick)  Cannon,  Lennis  (Nicole), 
Joan (Marc) Switzer and the late Keith.

RATH, JAMES ROBERT (of Richmond) - 
On September 30, 2011, aged 84, husband 
of  Velma  (nee  McInnes)  and  father  of 
Williard  (Judy),  Eunice  Goodenough  (late 
Terry) and Sharon Boal.

ROWE,  ELLA LILLIAN (nee Schryer) 

(of Stittsville) - On October 7, 2011, in her 
99th year, mother of Ron (Lynne) and Allan 
(Mary).

Obituaries - Former Goulbourn Residents

HISCOTT,  DOROTHY (nee  Moore) 

(formerly  of  Richmond)  -  On  August  23, 
2011, in her 83rd year,  wife of Ralph and 
mother  of  Bonnie  Brown  (Lora  Lee),  Bob 
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Brown (Sonia), Danny Brown (Julie),  Kim 
Helem  (Doug)  and  Trudy  Brown-McNeil 
(Jeff).  Survived by her brother Eric.

LAFRANCE, GARRY ROGER (formerly 
of  Stittsville)  -  On  September  21,  2011, 
husband of Patt Dallaire and the late Karen. 
Father  of  Jennifer  Harvey  (Brett), 
Christopher (Amy), Angele, Lainy, Valerie, 
Suzanne and Peter.

LAWLEY,  MARGARET  (formerly  of 
Richmond) - On September 7, 2011, mother 
of  Jane  (Ken)  Langille  and  Sally  (Roy) 
Postma.

MacDONALD,  LORRAINE  BEVERLY 

(formerly  of  Stittsville)  -  In  Winnipeg  on 
September  4,  2011,  widow  of  John  A. 
MacDonald and mother of Wendy Mortimer 
(Nigel),  John  MacDonald  (Donna),  Glen 

MacDonald  (Laura)  and  Nancy  Damiano 
(Leonard). 

ROBINSON, LILIAN GRACE (formerly 

Thorsell) -  On October  22,  2011,  wife  of 
Jim Robinson and mother of David Thorsell 
(Margaret) and Shawn Knights (Dave).

SPARKS,  HELEN  IRENE (formerly  of 
Stittsville) -  On September 8, 2011, in her 
90th  year,  sister  of  Hugh  (late  Marjorie), 
Shirley (Joe) Gilchrist, Lois (Bob) Roll and 
the late Iris, Clayton and Lorne.

STAPLETON,  ELIZABETH (nee 

Consitt) (formerly of Richmond) -  In Perth 
on August 7, 2011, aged 86, predeceased by 
her  husband   Desmond  and  son  James 
(Gwen).   Mother  of  Catherine  (Robert 
Cleroux),  Elizabeth  (Michael  Grieve),  and 
Kelly

Obituaries – Out-of-town Relatives

BARR, ROSEMARIE - On September 20, 
2011, mother  of  Max (Janice)  of Munster 
Hamlet.

CHARLAND, ANNA G. (nee Smith) - On 
August  19,  2011,  aged  93,  mother  of 
Marian (Dave) McKay of Stittsville.

DONOHUE,  JOAN  THERESA (nee 

Russett) – On August  26, 2011, aged 82, 
sister  of  Brian  Russett  (Phyllis)  of 
Stittsville.

JONES,  MURRAY  JOSEPH -  On 
September  5,  2011,  aged  86,  father  of 
Marsha (Wayne Hamilton) of Munster.

MacDONALD,  HELEN  LORETTO 

(LAURIE) (nee Twolan) - In Renfrew, 
on August 24, 2011, mother of Matthew 
(Shirley) of Stittsville. 

McCONNELL, CARL - On September 5, 
2011, aged 81, father of Charlene Chartrand 
(Marc) of Richmond.

SUFFEL,  RUSSELL -  On  September  1, 
2011  aged  92,  father  of  Terri  Suffel  of 
Richmond.

THOMPSON, MADELINE MARY - On 
October 4, 2011, aged 83, mother of Carmel 
(Darryl) Dalgleish of Richmond.
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GOULBOURN TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL SOCIETY

  MEMBERSHIP FORM

(Currently, SINGLE & FAMILY annual memberships are the same cost = $15/yr)

Please complete this form whether you are renewing your membership or applying 

for membership the first time

Name:___________________________   _________________________________
           (Last)                                                                    (first)

Name of Spouse/Partner (if applicable):  __________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________
City/Town:_______________________Province_________Postal Code_________
Phone Number (with Area Code):________________________________________
e-mail address (if applicable):__________________________________________
e-mail address of family member (if different):___________________ __________

            Membership Renewal: ($15/yr)           Single_____      Family ______
                      New Member:              ($15/yr)            Single_____      Family ______
                      Donation to GTHS: ……………………..……………………..______
                     Total Amount: ……………………………..…………………. ______

NEWSLETTER: 

The GTHS newsletter, The Goulbourn News, is published quarterly and sent to all members free 
of charge. You can help the GTHS keep postage costs down by requesting your copy be sent to 
you via e-mail.                         
YES, I would like to receive my copy by: e-mail [    ]

METHODS OF PAYMENT:     
Cash, or Cheque made payable to the “Goulbourn Township Historical Society”. 
Please  mail to:
Goulbourn Township Historical Society

PO Box 621, 2060 Huntley Road

Stittsville, ON, Canada   K2S 1A7

Receipts for income tax purposes will be sent to you at a later date.

************************************************************************
For GTHS Membership Office use only

Dues for the period: April 1 to March 31

Date Received: _____________  

Amended July 2011

Goulbourn Township Historical Society – Newsletter 2011-4                        


