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We welcome submissions of articles or ideas for 
the newsletter. Please contact and submit your 
ideas and input to: 

editor@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org 

The Goulbourn Township Historical Society 

P.O. Box 621, Stittsville Post Office 

Stittsville, Ontario 
K2S 1A0 

This newsletter is produced with the assistance of 
the City of Ottawa and the Ontario Ministry of 
Culture, Tourism and Recreation.  

 

Welcome to the Summer Edition of our 
Newsletter. As the GTHS executive 
works on finding a newsletter editor we 
have put together a summer reading 
issue to keep you connected and 
informed.  

As we move into the summer of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we hope you and 
your families are safe and coping well 
with the isolation of social distancing 
and curtailed social activities.  

And here’s a challenge from the 
Archives Committee! 

During the current pandemic you have 
an excellent opportunity to keep a 
journal or take photographs detailing 
the experiences of such an important 
event as it happens. Sharing these 
memories by donating copies to our 
Social History files will be a gift to future 
generations. 

 
Like many other organizations, the 
Goulbourn Township Historical Society 
has had to cancel all our scheduled 
presentations until further notice. There 
is also no access to our family and social 
history documents, all located in our 
History Centre in the Ottawa Public 
Library – Stittsville Branch. 
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The Fox & the Duke 
By Bob Halberstadt 

n 1819 the Duke of Richmond while visiting 
Upper Canada was at some point bitten by a 
rabid fox.   As he became progressively more ill, 

he finally arrived in the newly founded town of 
Richmond where sadly he succumbed and died east 
of the town along the banks of the Goodwood River, 
(today’s Jock River) 

Two hundred years later a certain Past President of 
the GTHS and famed - Duke of Richmond- re-
enactor lives a quiet life on a suburban Stittsville 
Street.  This past year a fox has frequently been 
seen hunting and patrolling up and down this very 
same street.  

 Strangely it seems to enjoy eating and watching the 
world go by on one front lawn in 
particular…………and who do you suppose owns this 
front lawn? 

Word of warning Robin…….you know what they say about history repeating itself !!! 

Stittsville Cenotaph installation 
We are pleased to report that the plaque honouring the citizens of Stittsville and area who sacrificed their lives in WWI, 
WWII and Afghanistan was erected at the Stittsville Cenotaph on June 30th 2020. The Cenotaph Committee members 
include Valerie Wright, Joan Darby, Edna Marlow, Frances McCarthy and Judith Richardson and GTHS President Bob 
Halberstadt. We are very proud to have completed this project as a visible legacy for the community.  

I 

GTHS Members Bob Halberstadt, Lee Boltwood and 
Edna Marlow installing the Memorial Plaque. 

Valerie Wright, proud originator of the project to 
recognize Stittsville and area's military who sacrificed 
their lives in War 

Within the first hours after installation we noted several local passers-by stopping to admire the plaque. 
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Goulbourn Township – origins 

In 1788 the government of the Province of Quebec and its successors began creating districts and counties to serve 
administrative needs at the local level. At that time the area now known as the former Township of Goulbourn was 
unoccupied land situated in the District of Mecklenburg. 

The political entity Upper Canada was created in 1791 under the Constitution Act, separating the Province of Quebec 
into Upper Canada and Lower Canada. In 1792 Mecklenburg was renamed to Midland. By 1798 Midland had been 
divided and we were now situated in the District of Johnstown, County of Carleton. In 1824 the Johnstown District was 
split and we now were placed in the District of Bathurst. As population increased the District of Bathurst was divided 
and the eastern portion named the District of Dalhousie. We were again politically relocated to it in 1838, still within the 
County of Carleton. Thankfully Districts were abolished in 1849 and county governments took on the role of local 
government.  

Goulbourn Township located in the County of Carleton was surveyed around 1817. The Township was named after 
Henry Goulburn a British Conservative Statesman who was Under-Secretary of State for War and the Colonies at that 
time. Geographic townships were the original historical administrative subdivisions surveyed and established primarily in 
the 1800s, used primarily for geographic purposes, such as land surveying, natural resource exploration but are not 
political entities. Township settlement began in 1818 with veterans of the 99th Regiment disbanded at Quebec who 
established headquarters at Richmond. Interestingly, Richmond was not annexed into Goulbourn Township until 1974. 

Goulbourn Township 200 years ago was just beginning to be settled. Following are stories of some of these early 
pioneers two hundred and one hundred year ago.  

Goulbourn Township - 200 years ago 

Stephen Eynough - Schoolmaster 
The Government, early in 1819 redeemed its promise of providing a schoolmaster and of erecting a schoolhouse, and a 
man named Read took up the duties with the distinction of being the first teacher in what is now the County of Carleton 
at a salary of £50 per annum, paid by the Government. The expense accounts of the settlement indicated that from the 
25th of September, 1820, Stephen Eynough succeeded Mr Read, and when soon after Government aid was withdrawn, 
he continued, with the help of the settlers, to teach the children of the settlement as best he could under the conditions 
of the time. 

From: Andrew Haydon – “pioneer Sketches in the District of Bathurst” 1925 

Hugh & Eliza Ronan – Richmond Pioneer 
Hugh Ronan was a farmer-weaver in County Cavan, Ireland, when he decided to emigrate to Upper Canada. He had 
married Eliza Shannon in 1814 and at the time of emigration they had two young children. Ronan’s destination in 
Carleton County was to the relatively new military settlement at Richmond. He appears for the first time in Goulbourn 
Township on the assessment roll dated 1 January 1821 and on the census roll dated 17 February 1821. This places him in 
Goulbourn prior to 1821 and it is assumed that the Ronan family arrived in the summer or fall of 1820. An affidavit filed 
by Eliza Ronan and her second husband, John McCurdy, in 1856 states that in 1820 Hugh Ronan occupied, cleared and 
built a house on lot 7 on the east side of Murray Street in Richmond. This statement supports the estimate of the Ronan 
arrival in Carleton County in 1820. 

From: Desmond R. H. Gourley, Ottawa Branch News Vol 40 No 1 January-February 2007 [Ontario Genealogical Society 
(Desmond Gourley is the great-great-grandson of Hugh & Eliza Ronan) 

And as published in the Stittsville New: 
 “ Ambitious for a better life and probably anxious to escape the economic and social dislocations in Ireland that 
followed the Napoleonic Wars, he was shrewd enough to obtain free passage from Ireland to Canada for himself and his 
family and tried to obtain a similar gratuitous conveyance for his mother-in-law and her family. Upon his arrival in Upper 
Canada, he managed to obtain a free grant of a town lot in Richmond, and within months began the process required to 
obtain a patent for 100 acres nearby in the recently surveyed township. His will tells us that he was a weaver but also 
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made and sold potash, and cleared and farmed at least part of 200 acres of land. He was a leader in his church and was 
concerned that his family retain high moral standards.” 

Stittsville News January 7 1998 

Rebecca Shannon (Mother-in-law of Hugh Ronan) 
Rebecca was the mother of Eliza (Shannon) Ronan who emigrated from Ireland to Goulbourn in 1820 with her husband 
and their first two children. Evidently, Rebecca had decided that she, too, wanted to emigrate to Canada because she is 
one of 15 County Cavan heads of families listed by George Argue in a petition to the British Colonial secretary, the Earl of 
Bathurst, for free sea passage for all of them to the colony. This petition is undated but other evidence suggests that it 
may have been submitted late in 1820.  … Rebecca was not so lucky. It took her another three years to make it out to 
Carleton County, and it is doubtful that she got a freebee. In 1824, with her daughter Mary and perhaps other children 
in the family, she sailed for Canada on a vessel named Providence.  From: Des Gourley, Stittsville News, April 19 1975 

William Richmond Radenhurst Lyon – Richmond’s first male baby 
William Richmond Radenhurst Lyon, the first male child born in Richmond (b. Feb. 7, 1820) was a son of Capt. George 
Lyon. Wm. R. R. Lyon conducted the family enterprises in Richmond and became the first Reeve of the village. 

From George & Iris Neville. “St. John's Anglican Cemetery,  
Lot 10 on the South Side of Strachan St, Richmond, Ontario” –  

Ottawa Branch, Ontario Genealogical Society Publication 76-4 

John Gordon 
John Gordon, a native of Co. Armagh, Ireland immigrated to Upper Canada and received his first grant of land Feb 25, 
1820. This was E ½ L16 C6 (100 acres) Goulbourn twp. On May 5, 1828 this land was sold to a Mr. Featherstone and is 
still owned by his descendants.       From: E.M. Gordon – “The Gordons of Goulbourn 

 

St. John’s Anglican Church 
The British Government sent along two teachers with the settlers, Mr. Read and Mr. Eynough, and built a school house. 
In this school house, our ancestor Captain Maxwell, father of Sarah Maxwell who married Robinson E. Lyon, who was 
considered one of the more pious among the congregation, conducted services on Sundays for the settlers, according to 
the usage of the Church of England. 

An interesting story is told by the descendants of the Maxwells and the McElroys.  

"One bitterly cold Sunday morning in 1820 as the burly Captain was reading the lesson he paused and looked up; and the 
congregation was somewhat startled as these words boomed out: “ And the Lord said unto Moses . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pat 
McElroy, put another stick in the stove". 

The first Episcopal Church was commenced in 18201. It was completed around 1828 and was consecrated in 1838 
Richmond was one of the original "Crown Rectories" of Upper Canada before 1840 and at one time the church held 400 

                                                           
1 From Father of Richmond By Colis And Alix Lewis we find reference to a petition in 1823 for a Church and Clergyman from the 

Church of England. 

 "To Lieutenant-General the Earl of Dalhousie, Governor in Chief and Commander of the Forces from the inhabitants 

of Richmond and its vicinity in the Rideau Military Settlement professing the Protestant religion.  

Your petitioners have felt the most painful anxiety arising from a want of a clergyman of the Church of 

England and which cannot be afforded them until they erect a church. That your petitioners from having 

exhausted their means in making the necessary improvements on their lands feel unable, with their utmost 

efforts, to accomplish this most necessary and desirable object without some assistance and they therefore pray 

that Your Excellency would be pleased to recommend their case to the favourable consideration of His 

Majesty's Government, and your petitioners as in duty bound will ever pray. in behalf of the Protestant 

inhabitants of Richmond and its vicinity.  

Signed: Thomas Thompson, George T. Burke, Francis Wjgall, Andrew Lett, Andrew Hill, Hugh Ronan and John 

Scott. Committee. March 11, 1823."  

The petition was successful in that a cornerstone was laid in June of 1823 and the Rev. R.V. Rogers was inducted as Rector of that 

church in 1828. 
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acres of land. Much of the early history of the Parish is fragmentary, as many of the records were lost when the first 
rectory, a stone building, was burned in 1871.  The oldest tombstone found in the cemetery bears the date 1820. 

 From: James H. A. McTavish – “Our Lyon Family – From Inverurie to Richmond and Beyond” 

Kemp’s Tavern 
There is historic precedence for a restaurant and tavern in this beautiful Gothic Revival stone house on Hazeldean Road. 
Known as Kemp's Tavern, this house was built in 1868 for John Kemp, whose father was William Kemp, a settler from 
Cavan, Ireland who had immigrated with his family with the help of Colonel Cockburn in 1820. The land was originally 
deeded to the Bassetts and Kemp came to the land in 1828, purchasing the West half of Lot 27, Concession 11, and 
building a log home for his wife.         Factfile 408 – image HAZ039 

 

Ashton 
Ashton’s beginnings officially date back to 1820 but, as Harry and Olive Walker’s book, Carleton Saga, points out, there is 
some evidence that it began some form of “communal life” in 1814. John Stewart, a wealthy Brit, arrived in 1820 and 
started the area’s first mill, a “pot-ashery” and a general store. 

Jennifer Campbell. “Goodbye to a Region - Goulbourn Township” - Ottawa Citizen December 20 2000 

The village was first laid out and settled by John Sumner, general merchant and postmaster, on the Goodwood River. By 
1866–7, it was in the Township of Goulbourn, close to the dividing line between the counties of Carleton and Lanark. It 
had a population of about 100, and contained two churches-Presbyterian, a stone edifice; and Church of England, also 
stone; and one common school, with an average attendance of about 40 pupils.  

Originally the community was called Sumner's Corners and then Mount Pleasant. However, that name was duplicated 
elsewhere in the province, so it was renamed in 1851 for Ashton-under-Lyme, a suburb of Manchester, England.  

Wikipedia 

Goulbourn Township - 100 years ago 

Robert Sample – Reeve of Goulbourn Township 

Robert N.  Sample (1875-1950) was a member of Goulbourn council for fifteen years and from 1920 to 
1923 and 1925-1931 he served as Reeve of Goulbourn Township. He was elected Warden of Carleton 
County for 1922. In addition to his municipal service, Mr. Sample has also been prominent in Loyal 
Orange Lodge circles for fifty years, having joined Munster Lodge, No. 917 where he was County Master 
in 1917. Robert was also a member of the Richmond Royal Black Institution No. 776 for thirty-six years 
where he was elected Preceptor for 1920. 

     

Home Children – 1920 arrival in Goulbourn 
[Interview with the Eadie family concerning their lives as home children in Goulbourn and Huntley townships - John & George Eadie and Mrs. 
Christina Brown]  

(John) We all lived in a tenement house on Bridge St. in Glasgow, Scotland. We were six of a family and I was the oldest. 
We lived with our Father, Mother and Grandmother when World War I broke out in 1914. We were very young and 
some of us went to school. Our Father enlisted in the army and he went to a training camp in Edinburgh, Scotland and 
then he went overseas. Before he went overseas, our Mother died in Feb. 1916. Also, our Grandmother had died. Our 
Dad was killed in World War I and six of us were left orphans and we all had to go to the orphanage. George was only a 
baby then. I was there for two years and then I got the chance to immigrate to Canada.  

 The orphanage was quite a large place, about 42 separate cottages in which about 25 lived in each cottage. There was a 
public school, church and we all went to school and church every Sunday. Also, a hospital was there for anyone who got 
sick. This was outside of Glasgow in a small little town Brier of Greenock, Scotland. 

 (Christina) We didn’t live together. The boys lived in one place and the girls in another. We only got a glance of the boys 
once in a while, maybe on Sunday. We never got to visit them. When asked if they were happy there, Christina replied 
‘you had to be happy’. We had chores and had to keep our house clean, scrub the big house down on your knees, 
laundry to be done for 25 to 26 people from babies right up; lots of cooking as each house cooked all their own meals. It 
was a very nice modern place but we had to toe-the-line as it was well disciplined. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashton-under-Lyme
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
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 (John) I was there from 1916 until 1920 when I came out to Canada. I was the first one to come out and then we all 
came out, one every two years. It was the first year after the War that they were sending the children out again. They 
offered to get you a job somewhere in Glasgow or send the children out to Canada. This was done before the war but 
cut off during the war years as too much trouble crossing the ocean. 

 When I came, there were about 50 to 60 boys from our own orphanage. We landed in Saint John, NB and then came by 
train to Brockville. There was a distributing home for boys in Brockville. If the farmers out in the country wanted to send 
an application for a ‘home boy’, they would come to them to work. It was kind of strange to come that far and know 
nobody and have to start life all over again. You had to just get used to it.  

 In that time, say 1919 and 1920, the weather was just like it is now but there was no such thing as cars, no electricity, no 
telephone and in winter, horse and cutter or sleigh. It was hard to get used to as I had never been on a farm before or 
been with horses. Kind of lonely I guess. First, I went to Stittsville, no interview or anything, sight unseen. The man’s 
name was Mr. Flewellyn. He has passed now but the farm was on the 9th Concession of Goulbourn, not too far from 
Stanley’s Corners. It was quite frightening to come to a strange family. It was a family of four. We got $15.00 per month 
on the farm and we had to buy our boots and working clothes out of that. What was left was sent to the ‘home’ and the 
authorities kept record of what money you had but it took a long time to build money up. This way the authorities could 
keep track of the boys. Farming was okay. I liked working with the horses and it became my main job. I stayed eleven 
years and then came to Twin Elm where my sister Chrissie was working. Later on, George came along and Chrissie was 
married.   Interviewed and tape recorded by G.T.H.S. members Sandra Franks and Betty Bartlett on February 20, 1979 

Transcribed by G.T.H.S. member Cheryl McCoy in October 2003. 
GTHS Newsletter 2004-35 

Orange Young Britons #74 
This picture, identified as taken in 1920, shows the local Orange Young Britons 
assembled at the Stittsville Train Station ready to take the train to a July 12th 
celebration elsewhere.  

 

 

 

Elwin Vaughan / Edgar Gamble 
In 1920, just after the war, (J) Edgar Gamble started a garage in the old buggy house and stage stable 
at the Rielly Hotel, first garage in Richmond. 

When the stagecoach ran from Richmond to Ottawa, there were toll gates along the Richmond Road. 
When I was a young boy, there was the Parkway. It cost 5 cents for a single rig and 10 cents for a 
team at each toll. You always put loose change in the outside of your fur robe so you didn’t have to 
dig under your coat at each toll. There were rest stops and you could water your horses at 
Chapman’s at Fallowfield Hill, and another watering place on the other side of Bell’s Corners. 
               ELWIN VAUGHAN INTERVIEW 

Tape recorded by his daughter, Marion Scott on September 2, 1979. 
Transcribed by G.T.H.S. member Cheryl McCoy in October 2003. 

J. E. Gamble had returned to Richmond after serving in World War I and started his garage business in Richmond. By 
1925 he was elected to Town Council and in 1932 became Reeve of Goulbourn Township.                 From “Richmond 150” 

 

Richmond Train Station 
Although trains were first brought to Richmond in 1914, running between Napanee 
& Ottawa as the Canadian Northern Railway Line, this 1920 photo shows a crowd of 
Richmond residents waiting to commute to Ottawa, a daily occurrence until 1965 
when the Station was closed. VIA Rail still runs trains between Ottawa and Toronto, 
but no longer stops in Richmond.  
 

J. Edgar Gamble 
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First Street Light 
The first street lights in Stittsville were installed by the Women's Institute in 1920. They were powered by gasoline.  

James Pritchard Kelley 
Owned and operated a barber shop in Stittsville for many years .In the early 1900's James Pritchard Kelley of Shawville, 
Quebec, came to Stittsville to engage in his barber trade. In1906 Mr. Kelley married Nancy Jane Boland of Quyon. Mr. 
Kelley operated a barber shop in several locations in Stittsville before building his own shop in the 1920’s. Shortly after 
the shop was built Mr. Kelley had a house built on the same property. This home was occupied by the Kelley family until 
sold by their son, Cyril, to Les and Betty McEvoy who operated a Children's Shop in the building which was formerly the 
barber shop. 

 Donated to the Goulbourn Museum by  Marjorie Kelley (Mrs. Cyril ) August 1, 1993 

From the Archives – Name Searches 
By John Bottriell 

Have you sometimes had problems searching archives for a distant family relation where spelling variations have crept 
into searchable documents? Although some on-line search websites allow for variations and provide such tools as exact 
match or “sounds like” searches to locate possible documents there are times when you may need to be exact to get a 
match. We sometimes get research requests where names are sometimes spelled differently, even within the same 
family. 

An example of spelling variations is in the name our Historical Society and the former township of Goulbourn. The 
Township was named after the Right Honourable Sir Henry Goulburn. In 1812 Goulburn was made the Undersecretary of 
State for War and the Colonies and signed the Treaty of Ghent for Britain. Now here is where spelling becomes 
important. One finds several variations both in our files and online. Goulburn2 was the original spelling that appeared on 
original handwritten documents, and in his biography3 written by Brian Jenkins. We find reference to the township as 
Goulbourn both on H. F. Walling Map of 1863 and in the Illustrated Historical Atlas, County Carleton of 18794. The 
official embossed township seal in the 1880’s spelled it as Goulbourne. Around the turn of the century, it was again 
changed for a short time to Goulburn. Family historians from the township have also been creative in how they spelled 
the name of the township. I have found in our Family and Social History files (held at the Stittsville Public Library Branch) 
the following additional variations: Golburn,  Golbourn,  Golbourne,  and  Goulburne. When researching your family or 
local history be aware that even family names can vary between siblings and generations – something to consider with 
on-line searches! 

 

                                                           
2
 G. F. R. Barker, ‘Goulburn, Henry (1784–1856)’, rev. David Eastwood, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography online edn, Jan 2008 

3
 Brian Jenkins, Henry Goulburn, 1784-1856: a political biography (Liverpool, Liverpool University Press, 1996); Oxford DNB entry (G. 

F. R. Barker rev. David Eastwood]. 
4
 H. Belden & Co, Toronto. 

Clifford Switzer, wearing his fireman's hat, was chief 
of the Goulbourn Fire Department from 1957-1959 
with the first fire engine. 

Even more recently the volunteer fire department reverted 
to the original spelling of Goulburn. Fire services are now 
provided by District 8 under the Ottawa Fire Services. 

http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/11148
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150th Anniversary of the Great Fire 

he Carleton County Fire of August, 1870, 
devastated much of what was then Carleton 
County, including the village of Stittsville, and 

even threatened Ottawa for a time. The fire broke out 
following a three and a half month dry spell which left 
the countryside tinder dry and susceptible to a 
rampaging, out-of-control fire. The tinder dry landscape 
combined with a collection of farms built largely of fire-
friendly white cedar plus a howling wind, caused 
widespread destruction. 

The fire brought not only destruction but also death in 
its wake, partly because of its wide swath but also 
because of its rapid, blitzkrieg-like advance. Among the 
deaths were those of Mrs. Patrick Hartin, an early 
settler from Ireland who settled in the Stittsville area, 
and who, on Aug. 17, 1870, died clutching a prized old 
world clock on the 
bank of Poole 
Creek; and Robert 
Grant, one of the 
most prosperous 
farmers in the 
area, was engulfed 
by flames in his 
stone home as he 
tried to rescue 
some important 
papers. Mrs. Grant 
and her children 
escaped, but not 
without hazard as 
her dress caught 
fire as she rushed 
from the burning 
building with her 
children. 

One wonders why 
these people did 
not flee from the 
fire and why they 
were still on their 
properties as the 
fire advanced…. 
The answer is to be found in the behaviour of the 
fire…It began when workers cutting brush for the new 
Central Canada Railway line near Blakeney between 
Almonte and Pakenham set about to burn the brush. 

But the fire got away, spreading into the adjacent bush 
area. Efforts to contain the fire proved fruitless as the 
wind began to rise, spreading the fire. The wind-assisted 
fire first spread north, missing Pakenham but reaching 
the outskirts of Arnprior and then Fitzroy Harbour, all in 
the morning hours, spreading at a speed difficult for 
people to avoid with the wind blowing harder and 
harder. 

By the afternoon, the wind carrying the fire was blowing 
around 100 miles an hour. Then the wind shifted and 
began blowing eastward with the fire front increasing 
from the seven mile front near Fitzroy harbour to an 11 
mile wide front when the fire reached the 
Goulbourn/Stittsville/Bells Corners area. There were 
reports of winds of terrific force which swept the fire 
along “in billows of flame until the whole west 

appeared like a sea of 
fire rolling down”. 

The village of Stittsville 
was in the path of the 
fire. It sat at the 
crossroads of two 
important roads – 
Huntley Road (now Carp 
Road) and the 12th 
concession road leading 
to Ottawa, (now Neil 
Avenue, which at that 
time ran directly to what 
is now Hazeldean Road.) 
It had a hotel, a general 
merchant, a fairground, 
some stables, a post 
office, a blacksmith, a 
tanner, two 
shoemakers, a weaver, 
and a log schoolhouse. 
About 100 people lived 
there. Two churches, a 
Wesleyan Methodist 
and an Anglican church, 
were located a couple of 
miles to the south in the 

countryside. 

The fire roared through and destroyed every building in 
the village, except the two churches to the south. No 

T 

Map showing the extent of the 1870 fire. Taken from "The Wildfires of 1870" Ron 
W. Shaw (2017) – Perth & District Historical Society 
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villagers were killed, probably because they were able 
to warn each other and fled in a frenzy just ahead of the 
fire, many to Westboro and the Ottawa River. But those 
living on farms may not have realized the danger until it 
was too late. 

 

Daily in the days following Aug. 17, quantities of 
clothing, provisions and lumber were sent to 
Goulbourn, Huntley and March townships, the three 
devastated areas as well as the Bells Corners area. 

In early September, the Toronto Daily Telegraph 
reported that: “Few at this distance have an adequate 
idea of the magnitude of the disaster that has fallen 
upon the people in the burnt district adjacent to 
Ottawa. So sweeping a fire was never before known, in 
a purely farming country such as that which has been 
devastated in this instance. For miles there is not a 
house standing, not a fence, and not a tree except bare 
trunks, denuded of all their branches.  

“The new Dominion of Canada government 
(Confederation had only taken place three years 
before), sent financial assistance to the victims of the 
fire and so did Carleton County Council. 

The villagers of Stittsville picked themselves up and 
began to rebuild their lives. But many decided that a 
better place for the village might be near the new 

railway line that had just been built through Goulbourn 
and it was a kilometre and a half south of the old village 
site. Times were changing they reasoned, and the new 
railway line would bring a whole lot of business to 
Stittsville. They were proved right as the railway 
became central to Stittsville’s prosperity in the early 
years of the 20th century. 

A few people preferred to rebuild at the original site of 
the village around Carp Road and Neil Avenue and so 
that area gradually became known as “Old Stittsville”. 
But for a hundred and twenty years or so after the 
Great Fire, the commercial hub of Stittsville was centred 
around the railway, in Village Square. The TransCanada 
Trail which we now use for our recreation is the former 
rail bed of the rail line that ran right through the centre 
of Stittsville. 

 

 

Information taken from accounts by John Curry, Editor of the Stittsville News; the Tweedsmuir Histories; and “Stittsville: 
A Sense of Place” by Barbara Bottriell. 

"Fire Dancers" dramatizing the Great Fire of 1870 – in the 
Millennium Project - Caretaker of Dreams - A play written by 
Barbara Bottriell celebrating the history of Goulbourn Township. 

The Goulbourn Township Historical Society’s Plaque 
commemorating the great fire of 1870 and the destruction of 
old Stittsville installed September 29, 2012 in the Village 
Square, Stittsville, Ontario 


