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From the editor
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Secretary: Susan Clark-Dow
secretary@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
Treasurer: John Bottriell
treasurer@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
Director: Brian Baxter
Director: Marguerite Evans
Past President: Robert Halberstadt
Director: vacant
Committee Chairs / Co-ordinators
Archives: Vacant
research@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
Newsletter: Vacant –John Bottriell (acting)
editor@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
Membership: Nancy Peppy
Membership@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
Webmaster: John Bottriell
webmaster@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
For General Information
Info@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
We welcome submissions of articles or ideas
for the newsletter. Please contact and submit
your ideas and input to:
editor@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
The Goulbourn Township Historical Society
P.O. Box 621, Stittsville Post Office
Stittsville, Ontario
K2S 1A7
This newsletter is produced with the
assistance of the City of Ottawa and the
Ontario Ministry of Culture, Tourism and
Recreation.

A promise of spring! On the cover, William
Herron has the right idea about where to begin.
We are delighted to introduce two new members
to the GTHS board of directors as confirmed at
our January Annual General Meeting.
Brian Baxter was born in Munster Hamlet, but is
now resident in Stittsville. He has a keen interest
in the history of the region, and has been delving
into our archives and publishing all sorts of
interesting vignettes on our Facebook page. He is
an honours graduate from Carleton University
specializing in Geography and Economics. We
look forward to tapping into his internet and
website skills to increase our profile in the
community.
Marguerite Evans Ottawa-born, Marguerite’s
maternal ancestry goes back to the War of 1812
and pioneer settlement in local townships such
as March, Huntley, Goulbourn, and Gloucester.
Her paternal ancestry includes Edwardsburgh
Township and British Columbia. A graduate of
the former Ottawa Civic Hospital School of
Nursing, she also holds a PhD from Ottawa
University. Sharing a love of history, both she and
her husband, Jim, have participated in the GTHS,
Goulbourn Township Museum, Historical Society
of Ottawa, Heritage Ottawa, Huntley Township
Historical Society, Leeds/Grenville Historical
Society, Ottawa Branch of the Ontario
Genealogical Society, and the British Isles Family
History Society of Greater Ottawa.

We’d love to have you write about historical
anecdotes related to Goulbourn Township. Your
Newsletter depends to a large extent on these
voluntary contributions.
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From the President

I

t is a privilege for me, as Acting President of the Goulbourn Township Historical Society, to write this note to you in our
Spring Newsletter. We have been waiting for the snow to disappear and to see the flowers of spring begin to sprout. We
look forward to getting out into our gardens and patios to enjoy the renewal of life we see and
to simply feel the warm sunshine. It has been a long winter, with COVID keeping our lives
so restricted, and we are all hopeful that, after vaccinations, we will begin to return to
some of our normal relationships and routines.

During this past year, the GTHS has been affected very much by COVID, and we have had
our meetings on Zoom and have not been able to present our usual round of events and
activities. I wish to thank Robert Halberstadt for his excellent leadership as President for
the past few years. I am relatively new to the Executive, having joined just three years
ago, and I have been so impressed by Robert’s knowledge, skills, and
commitment. We are fortunate to have him continuing as a member of
Executive as our Past President. It is good to have such a supportive and able
group of people as our present Executive. My tenure as Acting President is due
to the need for someone to fill this position, but this is temporary and will be reviewed for the Annual General Meeting in
2022.
I have very much enjoyed meeting so many of you at our monthly events, at the 2019 Christmas Party, and at my
presentation on the history of Hazeldean in April, 2019. Although I am new to this group, I am not new to Goulbourn. My
ancestors arrived in Hazeldean in the fall of 1818 as a part of the Richard Talbot group of settlers, who arrived on the
Brunswick in Quebec City from Tipperary, Ireland. They eventually joined the Richmond Military Settlers in Lachine as civilian
settlers, coming with them to Richmond Landing and being allotted Crown Land by Colonel Burke on Concession Twelve near
the “corner” bordering March and Nepean. Thus, my family’s history is part of the original Goulbourn settlement.
Growing up in Hazeldean, I attended the one-room school, S.S. # 13 Goulbourn, for all eight grades (although they made it
two rooms in 1962 by adding a wall.) I then went to South Carleton High School on the school bus for five years. When I was
young, we were farmers, but my father bought the local store in 1956. At that time, Stittsville was “town,” where we went to
the Royal Bank on Main Street. I had my first haircut in Stittsville and I recall the seemingly enormous steam engine crossing
Main Street, belching smoke and steam and ringing its bell. Stittsville also had a rink, where we put on our skates beside a
large, pot-bellied, wood-burning stove. But Hazeldean began to change with the building of Glen Cairn, and Stittsville was
becoming a suburban community ”just beyond the fringe.” Since then, things have changed so much throughout the whole
Township. Richmond, Munster, and Ashton also grew and continue to do so, are and we are part of the City of Ottawa. Today
we see “development” everywhere.
These changes make it so important to have a group, like ours, dedicated to preserving the History of Goulbourn. As I drive
along the concession roads, which I still know by their former numbers, I see old farmsteads, log outbuildings, cemeteries,
former schools and cheese factories, and other reminders of our rural past. We know that there are still many changes just
around the corner, as generations come and go; and we are fortunate that so much work has been done over the years to
preserve and protect our history. This is a crucial time as we engage in this continuing effort to keep the past alive. Every
generation seeks to ensure that it passes its knowledge and memories along, and that the exploits and lives of our forebears
be remembered.
There are two things I want to mention. First, that we have not been able to hold our usual events and presentations since last
March, due to Covid, and we need to find ways to make our presence and activities better known and available until we can
return to meeting in groups. Second, that our Society relies so much on the time and talent of a relatively few people, and
membership in the Executive needs to be renewed continually. We are fortunate that a few persons have come forward
recently, but there are still vacant positions. I am aware that written appeals for members lack the immediacy of being asked
in person, but I am requesting that you, or someone you know, seriously consider helping with this important work. It is
enjoyable and interesting, and you meet nice people.
I send my wishes for the spring season. Thank you for your support and for being a part of our group in any way. I look
forward to the coming year and what it brings.
Yours sincerely,
Spring 2021-01

Roger Young

Goulbourn Township Historical Society

Page 3

Annual General Meeting 2021
One of our new challenges this year was how to
conduct our Annual General Meeting during the covid19 pandemic. We were able to solicit proxies and
register sufficient members to meet our meeting
quorum. Using the ZOOM programme most members
were able to log-in and participate. We missed the
usual social luncheon and camaraderie although the
business of the meeting ran smoothly.
We were truly fortunate to have the experience of
John Bottriell and Dave Hazen to handle the technical
side of the Zoom meeting. The issue for most
participants was to find the spot on their device to
turn on the video to see each other.

Our unusual "Virtual" Annual General Meeting on January 16 2021

One position was not filled at the AGM, but apart from that we are happy to report that GTHS now has a full slate of
Directors elected to its Board, including its four officers of President, Vice-President Secretary and Treasurer. Besides
the regular agenda items, such as financial and committee reports, the participants discussed the new Cenotaph at the
Stittsville arena, the Talbot Settlers’ project, and the Bradley-Craig farmstead on Hazeldean Road. Unfortunately, due to
COVID, all GTHS programmes have been cancelled to date so it was confirmed that membership would be at no charge
for the upcoming year. Donations would be greatly appreciated instead.
If you missed the Annual General Meeting you can read a copy of our annual report on-line at:
https://goulbournhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/2020-Annual-Report-GTHS.pdf ♦

Board of Directors and Volunteers
As a result of the successful election of the GTHS board at the Annual General Meeting, held “virtually” on January 16,
2021 we are pleased to present the 2021 volunteer executive:
Acting-President
Roger Young
Vice-President
Lee Boltwood
Secretary
Susan Clark-Dow
Treasurer
John Bottriell
Director
Brian Baxter
Director
Marguerite Evans
Past-President
Bob Halberstadt
Director
*vacant*
As well we have several non-elected volunteers to support our mission of collection, preserving and presenting the
history of the geographic area formerly known as Goulbourn Township.
Membership
Nancy Peppy
Archives & Research Marg Gillick, Ellen Faulkner, Hannah Mitchell, Susan Clark-Dow
Webmaster
John Bottriell
Facebook
Brian Baxter
Newsletter Editor
*vacant* (currently done by John Bottriell)
Program Committee *vacant*
You will note that there are several vacancies for important positions which are not part of the Board of Directors. We
are looking for a Newsletter Editor, a person to head up the Archives committee, and we’d like to have three people to
work on planning our Speaker’s program. If you are interested in contributing to your Society in any of these capacities,
please speak to any of the Board members you feel comfortable with. We need your help to keep our Society vital and
interesting. Even if you can’t volunteer, perhaps you know someone in the community who might want to take on any
of these tasks. Please speak to them and encourage them to come forward. ♦
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From the Archives
Compiled by John Bottriell

A

re you having problems tracing your Irish ancestors from the 1800’s? This may be the reason. Despite the fact
that the first census in Ireland was conducted from
28 May 1821 and subsequent censuses were carried
out in 10 year intervals, early historic records are essentially
non-existent. They were unfortunately destroyed in 1922
during the Battle of Dublin in the Irish Civil War.
Ireland’s Public Records Office was located in the western
block of its legislative building, known as the Four Courts.
The garrison which protected the building made the
unfortunate choice of storing its ammunition in the Public
Records Office and when the Free State army began to shell
the Four Courts, fires started and all the stored munitions
exploded, obliterating the building, and destroying nearly a
thousand years of Ireland’s archival history.
It must have been a devastating sight to see such a loss of
historical documents. Commanding Officer Ernie O’Malley’s1
description in his book The Singing Flame2 paints a
disheartening image of the destruction:

The Four Courts on fire during the Irish Civil War on June 27 1922
Public Domain - National Library of Ireland on The Commons

"A thick black cloud floated up about the buildings and drifted away slowly.
Fluttering up and down against the black mass were leaves of white paper;
they looked like hovering white birds."

1922 archives destruction

Documents retrieved from the fire of 1922

Screen shot from “Beyond 2022: Ireland’s Virtual Record treasury Video:
Trinity College Dublin

Screen shot from “Beyond 2022: Ireland’s Virtual Record treasury Video:
Trinity College Dublin

The good news for historical researchers comes with the project Beyond 2022: Ireland’s Virtual Record Treasury3
undertaken by Trinity College Dublin to create a virtual reconstruction of the lost Records Treasury of the Public Record
Office. Substitute materials located from around the world will digitally replace those destroyed. In addition several
hundred bundles of documents which were retrieved from the fire and locked away for the last century in the National
Archives have already been retrieved. June 30, 2022 is the 200th anniversary of the explosion, and a goal to digitally
recreate Ireland’s archive accessible to everybody. Perhaps this will help us with any future historical research we do of
our Irish ancestry. ♦

1

Ernest O’Malley (1897-1957) -. Was an Irish Republican Army (IRA) officer during the Irish War of Independence and a commander of the antiTreaty IRA during the Irish Civil War of 1922.
2
nd
O’Malley, Ernie, The Singing Flame, (Mercier Press 2 Edition 2012)
3
https://www.irishtimes.com/culture/heritage/retrieval-of-irish-archive-lost-in-1922-fire-astounding-historian-says-1.4104963
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Ken Hartin
Renowned Richmond Farm Livestock Veterinarian and Heritage Buff
By George A. Neville

T

he recent demise of Kenneth Ercell Hartin, D.V.M.,
on 21st January 2021 at Carleton Lodge in Nepean
from natural cause of aging at 93½ years, ended the
life of a remarkable, well regarded, widely known, and
highly sought predominantly large animal veterinarian. As
a boy, Kenny was raised on the Ercell Hartin dairy farm
(Lot 17, Conc. VI, Nepean Twp., Rideau Front) located on
the west side of Richmond Road (site of the Jno. Graham
estate in the 1879 Carleton Co. Atlas).
His obituary in the Ottawa Citizen4 noted that he attended
S. S. No. 7 Nepean on Fallowfield Road east of Piety Hill,
then Richmond Continuation School. He was the first ever
recipient of the Ottawa Lions Club’s “Man of the Future”
scholarship which allowed him to attend the Ontario
Veterinary College in Guelph, from which he graduated in
1949. With the support of his wife Kay, he proudly and
ably served the veterinary needs of the local community
for 28 years from their home at 6019 Perth Street in
Richmond.
Worn down by long hours and working with heavy
animals, Kenny closed his private business and joined the
Federal Agricultural Canada Animal Research Institute in
early 1977 as its sole staff veterinary practitioner in charge
of research and animal health. He also focused his interest
on animal nutrition. During this period his expertise
resulted in him providing advice in several countries
including Thailand, Venezuela, the Netherlands and
Russia.
My wife, Iris (née McLinton) having grown up on a dairy
farm off Barnsdale Rd. in the Twin Elm area of Nepean was
very familiar with the Hartin farm on Richmond Rd. and with
Kenny Hartin who from time to time was called for
veterinary service by her father, the late Peter McLinton. In
1975, my wife and I bought the 40 acre pasture lot from her
father at the NW corner of Barnsdale and Twin Elm Rds. In
order to qualify for an Ontario tiling grant for the land, we
purchased 4 cows, 4 calves, and 2 heifers from Hazeldean
farmer, Elmer Mulligan on June 11, 1976 to graze in the field
during the summer. On June 24th, we added 4 stockers
bought at Leo’s Livestock Exchange. By July 8th we had 2
sick heifers, and a call to Kenny Hartin only months before
he terminated his practice, resulted in me being told to
meet him next morning in the field at 6:30 AM. He sounded
(with stethoscope listened to lungs and abdomen) the
animals, said one would recover, but the other might be lost,

and prescribed injections with chloramphenicol daily for a
week. Kenny administered the first injection showing me
how to immobilize the heifer’s hind end using a “tail jack” by
lifting its tail directly over its back before plunging the needle
with syringe attached into the rump near the tail. I drove to
his office to get the remainder of the prescription and supply
of syringes, and I attended to that heifer daily at 6:30 AM for
the next week. Kenny explained that cattle from an isolated
herd are prone to picking up pneumonia from random mix of
stockers collected at stock yards. After 4 days treatment, the
heifer resisted tail leverage, a good sign of recovery, and it
survived along with the rest of the little herd.
The following summer Kenny and Kay invited Iris, me, and
our kids to come join them and son, John, for a barbecue in
the backyard of their heritage stone house. Of course, we
were given a tour of the interior of the historical house.
A couple of years later, we were invited to visit him at the old
farm house on the north side of the 4th Line of Goulbourn
beyond Munster towards Franktown. Kenny had collected
so many antiques over the years by attending country
auctions that he acquired that marginal farm and stone
house (W½ Lot 3 Conc. IV – the Wm. Craig property of the
1879 Atlas) for storage and display of his collection. He told
me that when an item put up for auction which the
auctioneer could not identify and brought little interest from
the crowd, he would bid on it and invariably get it. In this
manner, he accumulated a rich collection of rare antiques
which he later researched.

Photo Barb Bottriell

Kenny is sorely missed! ♦

4

https://ottawacitizen.remembering.ca/obituary/kennethhartin-1081485007
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A Tale of the Pioneer West

H

erron House sits on the east half of Lot 4 in Concession 6 in the countryside along the Jock River, just southeast
of Ashton. It is a handsome stone house, first built for Thomas Herron and his wife Nancy who moved into it in
the fall of 1844.

There is an interesting story connected to this
house that was recounted in Harry and Olive
Walker’s “Carleton Saga”5. James and John Herron
who were born in the house, went west in the
early 1870’s to scout the western plains. They
were part of the newly organized North-west
Mounted Police. The Carleton Saga goes on to tell
the following tale.
“Those were the days when the west was really
‘wild’. Chief Sitting Bull of the Sioux had crossed
the border after wiping out Custer’s U.S. 7th
Cavalry at the Little Big Horn.
“In 1876 the Sioux tried to make an alliance with
the Blackfoot Confederacy to kill all the whites and
destroy all the settlements in what is now Alberta
and Saskatchewan. Sergeant John Herron, on
patrol with ten constables, boldly rode into the
The Herron House
GTHS ASH037
encampment of Chief Crowfoot of the Blackfoot
and convinced him and his warriors that it would be in their interest not to desert the protection of the Great White
Mother. Finally, after a long council under the stars, the peace pipe was smoked. Chief Crowfoot asked Herron “to tell
the Great Mother we will be loyal and that we ask not to let her children starve for the buffalo will soon be killed”. One
year later Queen Victoria sent a gracious reply to Crowfoot with an elaborate medal which became the insignia of
chieftainship in the Blackfoot nation….”

Log Building on Village Square

T

he log building on Abbott Street, Stittsville sits on a very small plot of land with dimensions of 24 feet by 50 feet.
It was adjacent to the Canadian Pacific Railroad (now the Trans-Canada ([Great] Trail) it sat on a much larger piece
of land than it does today. The land was
originally part of the William McCurdy’s farm.
The history of this little building comes courtesy
of Stittsville resident Grace Bell, whose late
husband Ray recounted it to her. Gilbert Healey,
he told her, was a local farmer and carpenter who
owned the building and operated it as a grist-mill
using steam engine for power. In the late 1930’s,
storekeeper W.J. Bell (Ray’s father) purchased the
building, removed the gristmill equipment and
the lean-to’s and used it as a storage shed for
bags of cement that were brought by freight to
the village and unloaded at the CPR station. He
later sold the cement at his store.

The Log Building in 2021
5

photo John Bottriell

Harry and Olive Walker, Carleton Saga ( Ottawa, Runge Press, 1975) p499
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Cheese Factory

T

his is a follow-up to our cover photo on our autumn newsletter
2020-03. There was a question as to its exact location. In this case
the photograph was only identified as being on concession 3.
GTHS members George Neville and Marion Scott suggested looking at
the 1879 Belden’s Atlas. Searching along Concession 3 (Jock Trail),
Belden’s Atlas shows a small group of
buildings on James Green’s property with
reference to a Blacksmith’s Shop and two
other buildings not identified, one of
which could have been a cheese factory.
Looking further afield we find actual reference to a
cheese factory one concession north near the
intersection of Concession 4 (Franktown Road) and
Green’s Road. If this is where the photo was taken
then the image reference is definitely incorrect. A
Belden's Atlas 1879
rd
– 3 Concession
Google Earth virtual drive along the Jock Trail did not
reveal any present-day structure resembling this photo. We cannot be sure where
this photo was taken so, we’re asking you, our readers, if you can shed any light on
its location.
This certainly reinforces the need to obtain as much information as possible about a
photograph being donated to our photograph collection.

Belden's Atlas 1879
4th Concession

Genealogy Bits and Bites
Neelins
Dear Editor,
I am intrigued by the mention of Arthur Gregg Neelin on the front page of the spring issue of the GTHS Newsletter, and I
am wondering whether any of your readers know the names of his antecedents. He was born the same year as my
father, Gregg Franklin Neelin, who was not a twin, but who had a much older half-brother Arthur, alleged to have
disappeared in the U.S. Their father was my namesake, James Michael Neelin, their grandfather William and greatgrandfather Michael, whose sibling Gregg (sometimes misconstrued as ‘Gregory’) was the earliest settler of the Neelins
in Carleton County.
There are two name peculiarities of our family in Canada: the phonetic spelling (commonly but not exclusively ‘Neilan’ in
Ireland) and the given name Gregg, ending in two g’s, which dates back at least to the Eighteenth Century.
Jim Neelin.

Request for Information
Here is a recent request from Monica Finn from British Columbia who is trying to track down information about the
arrival in Canada of Mary Ann Collins and her family members. Mary Ann was born about 1815 in Ireland and was living
in Goulbourn in 1831 when she married John Brown in Ottawa at Basilique Notre Dame.
“I think it is likely she was among the Peter Robinson settlers (although ages don’t match others with that name)” writes
Monica Finn “or came over in the immediate following years to join relatives. Thomas and Richard Collins emigrated in
1823 and were living in Goulbourn when Mary Ann Collins lived there.”
Editor: Barbara Bottriell’s book Stittsville: A sense of Place identifies both Thomas and Richard Collins as recipients of
land in Goulbourn as FGPR (Free Grant Peter Robinson), and both were listed as passengers on the Hebe in August of
1823. No other trace can be found in our existing GTHS archives. Can any of our members suggest how she could find out
more about Mary Ann (Collins) Brown?
Page 8
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The Railway Comes to Richmond
rom: Richmond "150" Yesterday and Today 1818 –
19686 here is a vignette of once local transportation to
and from the village or Richmond.

F

busy place. Mr. Ernest Brownlee met the passenger trains
with what was called a stage. It was just a two seater drawn
by one horse. He also delivered parcels.

“The Canadian Northern Railway, founded by Mackenzie &
Mann, succeeded in obtaining a charter from the Federal
Government for the building of a railway line. The right of
way was expropriated and the railway line was surveyed
and graded in the summer of 1911. The steel rails of track
were laid in 1913 on the south-east side of the village.

“There were several different lines of business carried on at
the station. Mr. D. A. Brownlee & Son brought coal in by the
carload and supplied people in the village and district. They
also bought grain from the farmers and shipped it out in
carload lots for W. H. Dwyer Co. Ltd., of Ottawa, who had a
grain elevator here. There was a stockyard at the Richmond
station and cattle were shipped to outside
markets. This business was handled by W.
A.McClenaghan, Martin Kennedy and W. W.
Gordon. Local farmers who had dairy
contracts, brought their milk to the station in
eight gallon cans and shipped it to Ottawa on
the early morning train. Mr. J. E. Gamble had
a large gasoline tank on the siding and got
gasoline in tank cars.

Waiting for the train at the Station in Richmond in the 1920's

“In 1913 Mr. Ellis S. McLaren was appointed the first station
agent. In January 1914 a mixed train carrying freight with a
coach on the rear end for passengers was put into service
between Napanee and Ottawa, — to Napanee east and
west daily except Monday. The eastbound one was
generally hours late. It was due out of Richmond at 5.54
p.m. and about once a month they made it. Then the day
and night Toronto-Ottawa-Toronto passenger trains were
put on in August 1914, and were much better for comfort,
and being on time. The conductor of the first mixed train
which came through Richmond one night in January 1914
was George Junke, himself a Richmond old-timer, who was
born and raised in the village. There was a passenger train at
6.00 a.m. from Toronto; a freight train from Ottawa at 9.00
a.m. a passenger train from Ottawa at 1.30 p.m. a passenger
train to Ottawa at 6.00 p.m. a freight train from Toronto at
the same time, and a passenger train from Ottawa at
midnight.
“The railroad was essential to the community in those days
for very few people in the village had cars; the roads to
Ottawa were in poor condition, so the station was a very

“Gradually, with the coming of improved
roads, cars, trucks and planes, business
diminished until in 1965 the station was
closed and dismantled. Mr. E. S. McLaren
was station agent from1913 to 1953. During
this period Mr. Arthur Rupert replaced Mr.
GTHS RIC027
McLaren for one year. Mr. Ted Hrushawy
was agent from 1954 to 1963, followed by Mr. L. Belanger in
1964-65.” ♦
Editor: VIA Trains still run through Richmond today
unfortunately they no longer stop for passengers.

VIA Rail train #55 from Ottawa stopped in Richmond Ontario allowing VIA
Train #42 from Toronto to pass on siding. March 1, 2019
YouTube screen capture channel FlyingYankee59

6

Richmond "150" Yesterday And Today 1818 – 1968, a
th
community publication celebrating Richmond’s 150
Anniversary in 1968, page 39
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Family Farming, Harvesting Machinery & Operations in the 1930s to Post WW II2
By George Neville

F

arming methods and machinery in Goulbourn and
Nepean Twps., like that across Canada in the post
Great Depression years (1929-1939) extending to
~1948, were essentially small scale operations and
family centred. A dairy herd of 50 cows was considered
very large particularly when much milking was done by
hand. The more practical of the early De Laval milking
machines7 did not appear until 1922. Much of the farm
machinery was relatively simple in operation and was
powered by two or more horses well into the WW II
years.
Large scale agricultural implement manufacturing in North
America, however, had occurred immediately after the
construction of railway networks in the late 1850s8. The
steel-toothed riding dump rake was introduced in 1860 and
that decade also saw the invention of the hay tedder, a
machine for lifting and scattering windrows of wet hay to
better its drying conditions. In 1865, barn hay forks were
developed and in 1875 hay loaders and steam-powered
engines were on the scene. Progress in the hay industry
continued with the introduction of the side delivery hay rake
in 19009.

drawn mower, but later use of a side-delivery rake was not
only much more efficient for forming windrows but also for
accelerating drying by turning over windrows thereby
elimination use of a tedder.
The later 1964 mower
10
innovation by New Holland called the ‘Haybine® Mower
Conditioner’ provided the added hay drying advantage of
‘crimped’ cut hay in one operation whereby the crimped
(partially broken and crushed) hay stocks lost their moisture
more rapidly.
The next great harvesting machine was the ‘reaper binder’
introduced in 1903 by McCormick as the Light Draft
Binder11. It combined the sickle bar of a mower with a reel
of the binder to sweep grain stalks onto the cutting bar
along with twine looping and knotting facility to enable the
machine to cut and bind into sheaves oats, barley, wheat, or
buckwheat. The plant stalks with their grain heads would be
bound and tied mechanically with binder twine and kicked
out the side of the binder as it was pulled along. Field
workers would come along later and gather 6-8 sheaves
propping them up against one another in a pile call a ‘stook’.
Collecting the grain sheaves from a field array of stooks was
much easier and more efficient for a grain wagon driver who
had to distribute the sheaves on a load for good compaction
and balance using a pitch fork just like the field hands who
had to pitch them, one sheaf at a time, onto the wagon with
their pitch fork. Photo 2 shows Peter McLinton harvesting a
field of barley in the 1930s with a Reaper-Binder using three
horses to pull and power the mechanism. Normally, a

Photo 1: Peter McLinton’s father. Robert William McLinton on the
horse drawn Dump Rake

Some of these operations are illustrated by old photos taken
on the Peter McLinton (wife, Gladys Brown) dairy farm of
Lot 5, Conc. 5, Nepean Twp. R.F. such as Photo 1 of Peter’s
father, Robert William McLinton (~1930) riding the dump
rake drawn by a team of horses. Even into the late 1930s,
hay was left to dry in swaths as it was laid back by a horse

Photo 2: Peter McLinton harvesting barley with a Reaper Binder
drawn by three horses. One can just see part of the top blade of the
binder reel over the backs of the horses.

7

10

De Laval Separator Company – Milking Machines, https://www.oldengine.com/delaval.htm (accessed 3rd December 2020).
8
The Arrival of Agricultural Implement Makers in Ontario by Alan
Skeoch in Families, Vol. 19, No. 3, 1980, p. 157-168.
9
Hay History by Janelle Skrinjar,
https://www.farmanddairy.com/news/hay-history/451.html
(accessed 3rd December 2020).
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reaper/binder could be pulled easily enough by two horses,
but if the grain crop was thick and heavy, it might need
three HP. Sometimes a younger horse would be broken into
field work placed between a team of seasoned horses.
By the mid-1930s, the clattering sound of hay loaders was
more often heard, but their adoption was constrained by

Photo 3: Peter McLinton’s tandem haying assembly- Farmall H
tractor, hay wagon, and hay loader.

the financial austerity of the depression years. The hay
loader was a mechanized device to scoop up hay from
windrows and elevate it to the top of the loader from
whence it fell to the hay wagon as each was towed in
tandem by a team of horses and later by a tractor. The hay
loader consisted of a continuous track of belted horizontal
wooden slats that rotated upwards from the bottom axle
and the scooping tongs and then retreated downwards
below the loader rack in its endless circular loop. Photo 3
shows Peter McLinton’s hay wagon with his lay loader
attached behind and the assembly pulled by his first tractor,
a Farmall H, which Iris, their daughter and oldest child, was
allowed to drive as early as age six. One of her brothers sits
on their white horse (Belle) back of the wagon while the
other brother stands
on the wagon near its
front rack.
Photo 4 is a ‘staged’
shot of a good large
load of loose hay being
drawn towards the
barn and its hay mow
by Iris McLinton driving
the Farmall H tractor
(the only form of
vehicle that could be
obtained during WW II
years because farm
Photo 4: A ‘staged’ photo of a hay load
produce was needed to
set in the front yard with Iris on the
feed the war effort as
tractor and her younger brothers, Robert
and Gordon standing atop at front of the much as steel was
needed
for
war
load.
machines). The two lads on top of the load of hay are
Robert and Gordon, her brothers. Her father, Peter, would
build the load using a pitch fork from the hay discharged
from the hay loader as Iris drove the tractor. When the load
Spring 2021-01

was big enough, the hay loader was disconnected from the
wagon and left in the field where it was re-engaged for the
next load.
Now in the early 30s, while
there
were
still
few
automobiles about in the
country,
it
was
not
uncommon to find persons
like Isabelle Barnes and her
‘beau’ out for a Sunday
afternoon drive from Ottawa
to visit their McLinton
relatives on the farm near
Twin Elm. For this purpose
on a fair-weather day, they
would take their Express, a
four-wheeled buggy, drawn Photo 5: Isabelle Barnes and her
by a trotting horse for a ride. ‘beau’ about to take off from their
Here they are pictured (Photo ‘Express’ visit to the McLinton farm.
5) to the south east of the 1½ story McLinton house with the
north-east corner of the old barn showing behind them.
In Photo 6, is seen Peter McLinton’s 1947 Chevrolet sedan
parked on the lane way in front of their modest, white clapboarded house of nearly one hundred years usage. Thirty
years later it was discovered that the space between the
studs, inner board sheeting, and outer clap boarding was
filled with large 4” thick slabs of concrete acting as
insulation against the winter winds and as a heat sink during
the summer heat waves. It must have been a novel

Photo 6: Peter McLinton’s ‘47 Chev parked in the lane way in
front of the McLinton 1½ story house.

innovation between when houses had no insulation
whatsoever and from when ‘rock-wool bats’ (spun glass
fibre) were introduced after WW II. During WW II, very few
automobiles of any make could be obtained, and these only
for Doctors, Fire Chiefs, and Police Chiefs until 1948 when
vehicles slowly began to trickle into normal commerce.
Peter was lucky because he had good relations with
Harold Moore of Richmond, the General Motors, dealer,
who was able to get him that ‘47 Chev as a rare new
vehicle. ♦
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Events
Doors Open 2021
One of the highlights of late spring has since 2002 been the largest architectural and heritage event in
Ottawa, “Doors Open”. Unfortunately due to COVID-19 restrictions, last-year’s event was cancelled. This
year the City of Ottawa has created the 2021 event as a virtual celebration of our community’s built
heritage. You can discover the secrets and stories that lie within some of Ottawa’s most interesting
buildings during the first full weekend in June (June 5th & 6th 2021.) This is a free event and this year
you’re invited to enjoy Ottawa’s beautiful architectural landscape from the comfort of your own
home. https://www.facebook.com/doorsopen.ottawa/

Heritage Day 2021
The City of Ottawa’s Heritage Day event is an annual celebration of the contributions of volunteers and staff
of Historical Societies, Museums and related organizations promoting the heritage conservation and
educating the public about our city’s history. Goulbourn Township Historical Society members have been
active participants in this event in past years sharing our community’s history. This year was an
exception as we celebrated a virtual event on February 16, 2021. We missed the usual sharing with
other like-minded organizations and look forward to a safer 2022. You can catch this year’s speeches at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C8VOwmuomeE&t=702s.

Bradley-Craig Farmstead Update (again!)

After so many years, is this foundation
restoration finally an encouraging sign of plans
for an adaptive reuse of this historic resource?

Photo March 25 2021 - J. Bottriell

Photo March 25 2021 - J. Bottriell

Today (2021) this 148 year-old barn on Hazeldean Road just west of the
Carp River looks somewhat forlorn with its deteriorated barn-board façade
and removed doors. This once proud historic barn was designated as
heritage in 2010 by the City of Ottawa under the Ontario Heritage Act and is
on the City’s Heritage Watch List. In 2016 we reported that the Ottawa City
Council had voted 20-3 to allow the relocation of the barn to Munster. This
relocation did not happen by the 2018 move deadline. The
developer/owner, Richcraft Homes, kept it in its original position on
Hazeldean Road, indicating they were seeking a future tenant and working with an
architect on plans to renovate the barn for commercial use.
In 2021 our local Councillor Glen Gower reported that the “barn doors have been open
due to ongoing foundation restoration work happening inside. Richcraft has been doing
this work in conjunction with a heritage architect and with the required permits from the
City”12.

The Friends of the Bradley-Craig Farm have been very active in monitoring the
situation and advocating for the preservation and adaptive reuse of this heritage
structure. There are many creative ways to repurpose this barn (and the original
farmhouse) to the benefit of the whole community. We shall continue to keep a close
watch on this development. The Friends of the Bradley-Craig Farm group has an active
Facebook page13 with up-to-date information. The on-line community website Stittsville Central14 Also keeps us informed of
developments. Follow the links below. ♦
12

https://www.glengower.ca/information/update-foundation-restoration-for-the-bradley-craigbarn/?fbclid=IwAR0OlKhN_8OTQq9Aigdf_WP2EoQn9-tMeViAKeKpQh8cnXh3LLUQML3VuMo
13
https://www.facebook.com/groups/bradleycraig/
14
https://stittsvillecentral.ca/
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Photo March 25 2021 - J. Bottriell

Unfortunately, our GTHS celebration of Heritage Day in Goulbourn, usually held on the Saturday before official Heritage
Day, was cancelled this year for obvious social distancing reasons. We’ll be back in 2022!

