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From the editor 

In this issue we bring you up-to-date on the 

planned commemoration of the arrival of the 

Talbot Settlers from Ireland in 1818. Hazeldean 

shared these migrants with some who continued 

to London, Ontario 121 years ago. Our president, 

Roger Young is a direct descendant of these 

settlers, as are many long-term residents of our 

community of Goulbourn. 

֍ 

After very successful on-line presentations in 

May and September we have scheduled 

additional on-line events for October and 

November (see page 3). The Society is currently 

looking for community volunteers with ideas and 

planning for our on-going lecture programs. 

Please consider supporting your society and 

community by contacting us at 

volunteer@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org 

֍ 

For those of you unsure of using your computer 

to attend our on-line presentations - please note 

that you do not need to buy or install any 

program on your computer to view the 

presentations. Check our website invitation for 

instructions on joining directly from your internet 

access browser (Edge, Chrome, Safari). 

֍ 

Our bookshelf grew this month with the donation 

of three well documented volumes of Stitt 

ancestry and social history. We are always 

interested in adding to our collection. We also 

have the capability of scanning documents and 

photographs so we can return original copies to 

the donor. We can even do house calls (perhaps 

after pandemic restrictions are finally lifted).  

John 
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From the President 

Dear Friends, 

As we enter the fall season, we look forward to the fall weather and the beautiful displays of nature that 

make this time of the year so special. Covid is still a concern, but, thankfully, many of us are now fully 

vaccinated and we look forward to being able to resume our activities in some form, although we still have 

the need for caution. One of the results of our need to avoid “in person” meetings is that many of us have 

developed a new appreciation for technology. I have learned to use Zoom and it’s almost second nature. 

My children have been working from home with Zoom for a year and a half. Some of us even use it for 

worship. It has become part of our lives. 

It will be interesting to see how our society has changed and how much we are still the same when the 

immediate crisis of Covid has passed. It has certainly been a time to reflect on our priorities and to find 

new ways to cope with everyday life.  

The GTHS has made plans for the fall, with three Zoom events planned for the next three months. We 

have not yet determined when we will be able to meet in person and decisions will be made based on the 

best advice and following every protocol. However, we can still enjoy each other’s company and the 

wonderful presentations that have been lined up. If you need help to use Zoom, please email anyone on 

the Board and someone will be happy to assist you. Quite simply, if you express interest, you will receive 

an email from John Bottriell. All you do is click and you’re in. Honestly, it’s not very difficult. If I can do it, 

anyone can. We might prefer to meet in person, but we are concerned for everyone’s health and safety, 

and this is the best we can do for now. Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

You will note the upcoming events in this Newsletter, and items of interest to our members. I wish to 

thank all those who have worked to prepare this Newsletter, the Presentations, and the ongoing 

administration of the GTHS. Even in this time of Covid, a great deal of work goes on behind the scenes.  

Please remember to renew your membership. You can now do this conveniently online and there’s no 

need to send cheques by mail. You are a part of why we continue to do our important work and your 

participation is so important. Thank you for your interest and support. 

Roger Young 

 

GTHS Upcoming Events 

October 28 2021 7:00pm “Preparing, Pouring and Storing” 

Another Past-President of the GTHS, Lynne Blenk will regale us with challenges of 

food handling in pioneer times. Lynne and her family have been active 

participants in historic re-enactments for many years and have made many 

presentations to the community on pioneer and military history. More 

information and registration at 

https://goulbournhistoricalsociety.org/event/event/preparing-pouring-and-

storing 

November 25, 2021 7:00pm “Politics in the Carleton 

District” Former GTHS  Vice-President, Shaun Peppy will present an 

overview of politics in Carleton, from the inception of Upper Canada until the 

1960s, while revealing some of Carleton’s most interesting members of 

parliament, candidates, and elections. This episode will focus on some different 

candidates than his 2019 lecture and provide some new information, especially 

about the political issues of the day. Information and Registration can be found at 

https://goulbournhistoricalsociety.org/event/politics-in-the-carleton-district 
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Richard Talbot Settler Connections in Tipperary, London, and Goulbourn 

by Roger A. Young 

n Sunday, August 8th, The Irish Benevolent 

Society of London & Area unveiled their 

“Richard Talbot Expedition Plaque” at 

Fanshawe Pioneer Village, commemorating the 

Richard Talbot settlers who arrived there in 1818. I 

attended as a descendant of four families who came 

to Goulbourn on the ship Brunswick as part of the 

same Talbot Expedition. In a sense, it was part of a 

“reunion,” which began June 

11, 2018, in Cloughjordan, 

Tipperary, Ireland, when a 

plaque was unveiled 

commemorating the 200th 

Anniversary of the settlers’ 

departure, since this was the 

area from which most of the 

Richard Talbot settlers aboard 

the Brunswick began their 

journey to Canada. The plaque 

in London, Ontario will, 

hopefully, be followed by a 

similar one in Hazeldean, 

completing the connection 

among those three 

communities and 

commemorating the events of 

1818. The Talbot Settlers are 

connected to the Richmond 

Military Settlement as part of 

the beginnings of Goulbourn 

Township. 

When the War of 1812 ended, it was apparent that, 

in order to counteract the threat of U.S. invasion, 

Britain would need to colonize Canada quickly with 

settlements of people loyal to the British Crown. 

Accordingly, the government offered a limited 

period of government-assisted emigration to 

Canada. If a responsible person organised a group, 

and paid £10 deposit for each settler, repayable 

once the emigrants arrived on their lands, the 

Colonial Office would provide travel and arrange free 

land grants  

Richard Talbot, a gentleman from Cloughjordan, 

applied in December 1817 for land grants in Canada, 

enclosing a petition containing 71 names of “Loyal 

Protestants” and their families who wished to 

emigrate with him. It was a scheme only to last a 

year. Talbot later sent a list of 32 committed settlers, 

and enclosed halves of Irish banknotes to the sum of 

£320, stating he would send the rest on receipt of 

acceptance and instructions, asking for a ship to be 

made available to transport his party. After much 

administrative haggling, Talbot submitted, on 28th 

March 1818, a final list of 44 families for emigration 

in his group. He had shuffled the numbers and made 

each male over 17 the head of a family to ensure 

that all costs 

would be 

covered by the 

Colonial Office. 

Many of the 

settlers came 

from a radius of 

approximately 

eight miles 

around 

Cloughjordan.  

Richard Talbot 

and his party of 

183 individuals 

set out 

expectantly from 

Cloughjordan on 

4th May 1818, 

assuming that 

their ship had 

arrived in Cork. 

He did not make 

enquiries that would have confirmed that the 

Brunswick was being outfitted at Deptford and was 

not yet in Cobh, Cork’s harbour. This caused 

considerable financial hardship for the group, which 

had to find and pay for accommodation and food in 

Cobh for about six weeks, thus depleting their 

finances and preventing them from arriving in 

enough time to sow crops and survive the winter. 

The ship Brunswick arrived in Cobh on June 8th. On 

this same day, before they left for Canada, a petition 

was signed and sent, requesting compensation by 

the government for the expenses incurred by the 

delay, although the response from the Colonial 

Office placed the responsibility on Richard Talbot 

himself.  

The Brunswick was a first class 541-ton ship, triple 

decked and copper sheathed. She carried 150 tons 

of ballast and 150 tons of ordinance stores, plus 

O

The Interpretive panel installed in Cloughjordan, Co. Tipperary, 

Ireland in 2018 to mark the 200
th

 anniversary of the “Talbot 

migration to Canada”  
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about three months of food for the passengers if 

their own food ran out. Steerage on the Brunswick 

consisted of 40 berths capable of holding six people 

in each berth. Many brought what food they could 

with them.  

The settlers boarded the morning of June 12th and, 

at about eleven o’clock in the morning of June 13th, 

the Brunswick weighed anchor and sailed out to sea. 

After 31 days at sea, Newfoundland was sighted, and 

a few days later, the continent. Heavy fog almost 

caused them to run aground on Anticostia (sic) 

Island. Unfortunately, there was an outbreak of 

measles and a total of twenty-four children died, all 

under 14 years of age. Eleven died after reaching the 

Gulf of the St. Lawrence and they were buried on 

various islands almost daily. Edward Allen Talbot 

(1795-1839), a son of Richard Talbot, describes the 

voyage in his book Five Years Residence in the 

Canadas. The deaths of approximately 24 children 

during the journey would have made the journey 

tragic for many families. 

After a 43 day voyage, the Brunswick arrived at 

Quebec on July 29, 1818. The Lieutenant Governor 

of Upper Canada, Sir Peregrine Maitland and his 

Father-in-law, Charles Lennox, the Fourth Duke of 

Richmond, the newly appointed Governor of British 

North America (previously Lord Lieutenant of 

Ireland), were arriving in Quebec on the same day on 

the ship Iphigenia and salutes were being fired to 

welcome them, creating a screen of smoke that 

obscured the city. At the same time the men of the 

99th Regiment, on bateaux in Quebec harbour, 

bound for Lachine, decided to name their new 

settlement “Richmond”.  

The new settlers found that there was no provision 

for them to be transported any further than Quebec, 

and that the government was unwilling to provide 

them with any boats. Any further travel would have 

to be at their own expense. On August 3rd, they were 

transported upriver to Lachine on the steamship 

Telegraph, further depleting their funds. Edward 

Allen Talbot went back to Quebec to solicit the 

Governor for boats to York, Upper Canada. His effort 

to ask for funds for the trip further inland, or re-

imbursement, got no result, thus adding to the 

discontent of the settlers. It seems that Richard 

Talbot had misread or misunderstood the circular 

and had failed to ask the right questions. 

As they waited to pass the rapids at Lachine, the 

group met up with the discharged soldiers of the 

99th Regiment who were encamped there, 

preparing to come up the Ottawa River to begin a 

new settlement at Richmond (on unceded Algonquin 

territory.) This was an Irish regiment, and they would 

have found kindred spirits. Dissension began to 

appear among some of the Talbot group, while 

Francis Cockburn, Deputy Quartermaster-General for 

Upper and Lower Canada, began to recruit civilian 

emigrants for the military settlement. (Franktown, 

Ontario was named after him.) Captain George Thew 

Burke, superintendent of the settlement, was 

himself from North Tipperary. After a lost month in 

Cork, children lost to measles, no free transportation 

to an unknown destination, and the death of John 

Spearman (Senior), some settlers were discouraged 

and unhappy with Richard Talbot. Nearly half the 

group, fifteen families, decided to join the Military 

Settlers at Lachine headed to their new settlement. 

Some had relatives among the ex-soldiers 

proceeding there. 

On the 11th of November, Cockburn reported that 

72 emigrants, who had come to Canada under the 

£10 deposit scheme, had been settled at Richmond, 

including the Talbot settlers, located by Burke on the 

Twelfth Concession of Goulbourn, later Hazeldean, 

as well as a few in Nepean. Some located after a few 

years elsewhere in March and Huntley. Due to their 

proximity to Richmond, it is likely that they were 

able to survive with government assistance during 

that first winter, although, being civilians, they may 

have paid for whatever they received. Cockburn 

reported that the group had completed their Terms 

of Settlement on October 24, 1821, and Colonel 

Burke ordered, on October 4, 1824, that Land 

Patents be issued.  

The remaining settlers, who continued with Richard 

Talbot, left Lachine for York on August 18th, travelling 

along the St. Lawrence aboard Durham boats, 

arriving at Prescott September 1st. From Prescott, 

they were taken by the schooner Caledonia to York, 

arriving September 9th, where Richard Talbot met 

Colonel Thomas Talbot, possibly a distant relative, 

who was supervising the settlement of the London 

and Western districts. Colonel Talbot arranged for 

the settlers to go to the Township of London. 

  



From York they were taken to Niagara, then to 

Queenston, and then by land to Fort Erie. Here they 

chartered the schooner Young Phoenix to take them 

to Port Talbot on Lake Erie, but they drifted onto 

rocks on the American side, losing the boat and 

their luggage brought from Ireland. They spent two 

weeks in the United States and were finally able to 

sail across the lake on the vessel Hummingbird to 

Port Talbot. Most spent the winter in that area, 

although Edward Allen and John Talbot, Richard’s 

sons, left to scout out the Township of London, 

where they had built a log house by December 2nd. 

The Talbot Settlers of London formed a successful 

community in the years to come. 

As Bruce Elliott has explained, these two Talbot 

colonies in London Township and the Ottawa Valley 

created the core of the immigration from North 

Tipperary and adjacent areas that was to follow, as 

family members came in large numbers to join 

others and settle in an existing Tipperary 

community. In the ensuing decades of the 19th 

Century, relationships between the two 

groups were maintained, as later settlers 

arrived, or moved between them. Eventually, 

with the end of available land and the opening 

of new settlement areas, especially in the 

West, families from both Goulbourn and 

London moved beyond these original 

communities. Thus, this Irish chain migration, 

beginning with the Talbot Settlers, continued 

through much of Canada. The significance of 

the Richard Talbot expedition is that it was an 

early successful organized settlement attempt 

and prepared the way for those who followed 

for further colonization through chain 

migration. 

During my visit to London, I was privileged to 

meet with Charles Patrick Corbett, whose 

Talbot settler family came originally to 

Goulbourn, moving to the London area in the 

1840s. In fact, we are cousins through the 

Spearman family, something I recently discovered. 

The four Brunswick families from which I descend 

are Colbert, Richardson, Spearman, and Young. As 

mentioned earlier, it is a current project of the 

Goulbourn Township Historical Society to place a 

memorial in Hazeldean, similar to those in 

Cloughjordan, Ireland, and in London, Ontario. It 

will commemorate some of our earliest 

settlers and help future generations to 

remember the beginnings of the 

Goulbourn, Hazeldean, and Kanata 

communities.  

Our plan is to have the memorial placed in 

Hazeldean, in the “Old Union Cemetery,” on 

Young Road, where many Brunswick 

passengers found their final resting place in 

their new Canadian home. Conversations 

with local government are ongoing as we 

work toward this goal which, hopefully, will 

be completed in 2022. Your interest and 

support are very much needed and 

appreciated, especially if you have Talbot 

Settlers in your family history.  ֍

Charles Patrick Corbett & GTHS President Roger Young with the 

London, Ontario Plaque 

Old Union Cemetery, Young Road, Kanata, Ontario 



Here is a list of those who came to Canada with the Richard Talbot group aboard the Brunswick, joining the 

Richmond Military Settlers in their journey to Goulbourn. These names have significance in the history of our 

Township and communities.  

 

BURTON, Mr. William, 30, gentleman, Shinrone, wife. Elizabeth (Harte,) 32, children 1. 

COLBERT, John, 50, farmer Ballingarry, wife Ann, children Ann 19, Mary 15, Frances 12. 

COLBERT, William, farmer Ballingarry, children Mary 18, Ann 12, John 8, one other daughter. NOTE that this 

William is probably a brother, and not a son of John’s. 

CORBETT, Patrick 29, Shoemaker, wife Elizabeth (Spearman) 23, children John 2, William 1. 

DELAHUNT, Thomas, smith, Shinrone, wife Jane (Guest), children William 6, John 4, Editha 4, Katherine 1. 

GRANT, Robert 25, clothier, Limerick, wife Elizabeth (Powell), 23.  

HODGINS, William 29, farmer, Newtown, Modreeny, wife Susan (Colbert) 21. 

LEWIS, John 31, farmer, wife Mary (Sheppard) 18, (carrying John, born 23 September 1818) 

LONEY, Richard, wife?, Edward 12, son? One or two daughters. 

LONG, Samuel, farmer, Toomevara 

MORGAN, William, 19, farmer, Borrisokane 

POWELL, Francis 38, woolcomber and linen weaver, Newport, wife Jane (Smith,) Joseph 9, John 7, Mary 6, 

Thomas 4, Ann 2. 

RALPH, Robert 27, farmer 

RICHARDSON, William, Shoemaker, Borrisokane, wife Mary, William Ferdinand 16, Richard 14, Mary 8, Thomas 

5, Ann (?). Son William F. married Mary Colbert, daughter of John (above). 

SHOULDICE, James 31, farmer, Dunkerrin, wife Jane (Boyd) 28, Nicholas 7, Joseph 5, possibly Elizabeth 3 and 

Robert 1, both of whom died young, possibly at sea. 

SHOULDICE, Nicholas, farmer, Glantane West, wife Susanna (Mooney,) John? George 21, Jane 21, Martha?, 

son?, Susanna? 

SPEARMAN, John, 77, “oldest member of the party”, farmer Borrisokane, wife Elizabeth, John Jr. 32, three 

unidentified children.  

STANLEY, Thomas 42, black and white smith, Red Gate, Shinrone, formerly Borrisokane, wife Elizabeth 

(Hodgins) 34, Samuel 8, Maria 8, James 7 (died Quebec City July 30, 1818), Thomas 6, probably Eliza? 

Catherine?, Ellen 2 months (born Cork) 

YOUNG, Robert 27, wife Sarah (Colbert) 22, son John, 6 months. 

My appreciation to Dr. Bruce Elliott for much of the above information, found in his book, Irish Migrants in the Canadas. 

If you wish more information, or have any further interest, please email me: youngspond@gmail.com. 
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Disappearing Pioneer homesteads 
By John Bottriell 

This month’s cover photograph shows a log home that was situated on lot 26 Concession XII adjacent to John 

Street (now Johnwoods Street). The image dates from November 2011 when demolition was imminent. 

Earliest records in the GTHS archive identified the purchase of 160 acres (lot 26 Concession XII) by Irish Settler 

Patrick Hartin (1795-1875), a resident of Huntley Township, for his eldest son James. The 1863 Wallings map 

below shows lot 26 with a sawmill in the lower right on the West Fork Carp River (now Poole Creek) and close 

to the road (now Hazeldean Road) 

 

By 1879, according to Belden’s Atlas the lot 26 property had now been divided between James and his younger 

brother David. 80 additional acres were purchased from Robert Grant and split equally between brothers 

James, David and John. 

 

According to the Stittsville Women’s Institute’s Tweedsmuir History, by the 1950’s much of this farm was sold 

into residential lots. The area highlighted below being the corner of Hazeldean Road and John Street used to 

be known as “Hartinville” The north end of this original farm lot was then occupied by a family descendant 

James Alexander.  

  

Figure 2 Belden's Atlas 1879 

Figure 1 Wallings Atlas 1863 

Figure 3 Google Earth 2004 

Hartinville 

Remaining farmland 

Log home 
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The property was eventually rezoned for high-density 

residential and the log building was removed in November 

2011.  Figure 4 below shows the transformation to housing 

over the last 10 years of the whole area north of 

Hazeldean Road to the border with the former Huntley 

Township. Along with losing links to our past, the aerial 

photographs have also illustrated the extent of urban 

deforestation. The loss of urban trees makes our 

community prone to the effects of harsher storms and 

more intense heat waves.  

 

Concerned about our disappearing heritage infrastructure? We have an ongoing project to photograph and 

document the historical Architectural landscape along the concession roads of Goulbourn Township. Flewellyn 

& Fernbank Roads have been completed but we would love to have volunteer help in covering properties 

along Fallowfield, Mansfield and Franktown and Hazeldean Roads. Interested … please drop us a line at 

historicproperties@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org. 

 

Ancestry Query 
 

Monica Finn 

monicalis@shaw.ca 

I was directed to this group from the Trent Valley Archives. I am trying to track down 

information on arrival to Canada and family members of Mary Ann Collins. She was born 

about 1815 in Ireland and was living in Goulbourn in 1831 when she married John Brown 

of Ottawa (at Basilique Notre Dame). 

I think it’s likely she was among the Peter Robinson Settlers (although ages don’t match 

others with that name) or came over in the immediate following years to join relatives. 

Thomas and Richard Collins emigrated in 1823 and were living in Goulbourn when Mary 

Ann Collins lived there. Do you have any suggestions about how I could find out more 

about her? (from BC) I’ve looked at LAC and Ancestry as well as sites such as the shiplist 

and Bytown.net. 

 

Figure 4 Google Earth 2021 
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“Father” of Fingerprinting in Canada 

From Farms & Families – Stittsville Women’s Institute 

Inspector [Thomas Edward] Foster, who could rightly claim to be the "father" of 

fingerprinting in Canada, was born on the tenth line of Goulbourn near Stittsville, 

on November 14, 1863. 

While growing up he was attracted to railroading, and followed this profession 

for several years but, at 26, Mr. Foster joined the Dominion Police. January 1, 

1890, was the date which marked the turning point in his life. Henceforth he 

would be devoted to police work, and while following his vocation would be sent 

as peacemaker and trouble-shooter to many parts of the Dominion. 

During his long career with both the Dominion Police and the R.C.M.P. Mr. Foster 

was given many important assignments, such as guarding Royalty, and one of his 

first details was to guard a Canadian display of gold at the St. Louis World Fair in 

1904. 

It was at this Fair that the future Inspector met two people who not only influenced his life, but that of 

Canadian law enforcement as well. These two were Detective J.K. Ferrier, of New Scotland Yard, and Mrs. N. E. 

Holland, wife of the editor of "The Detective," and a detective in her own right. Both of these people were 

greatly interested in fingerprinting and, by the time Mr. Foster returned to Canada, he was also burning with 

enthusiasm for this new science. Not only this, but also he felt that Canada should have an association for 

Police Chiefs, and he set about reviving an organization which had ceased to exist, with the result that today 

we have a Chief Constables Association of Canada. 

The science of fingerprinting was rejected by many, and it took years of intensive work, aided by an 

understanding superior, the Commissioner of Police for Canada, Sir Percy Sherwood, before the system was 

finally adopted. Now we have the National Fingerprint Bureau at R.C.M.P. Headquarters, Ottawa, the oldest 

central bureau in North America and one of the first in the world. Goulbourn has reason to be proud of her 

son. 

A short resume of Mr. Foster's life showed that he became Inspector in the Dominion Police on May 4, 1910, 

then joined the R.C.M.P. on February 1, 1920, retiring on pension July 1, 1932. 

At that time he was 68, having served forty-two years in the Force, but he was in no mood for quiet 

retirement. For the next twenty-four years, he spent six months of each year in Ottawa and six months in 

Florida where he was a member of the Canadian Club. 

Inspector Foster learned to swim at sixty-plus, was a keen shot and an excellent dancer. He was a member of 

St. Luke's Anglican Church, the Masonic Order and the Ottawa Curling Club.  

After a long and eventful life, he died on January 21, 1956, at the age of 92, and was buried in [Beechwood 

Cemetery] Ottawa. 1 

 

In February 2019 Thomas Edward Foster was highlighted as Vet of the Month2  

Around the world, Thomas Foster was celebrated as Canada's first fingerprint expert, and he organized the 

Bureau into what today is known as the RCMP's Identification Bureau. Foster worked primarily out of ‘A’ 

Division in Ottawa. There is no doubt that Inspector Foster was a full career police officer. … Due to his 

pioneering work in the field of fingerprinting in Canada, Inspector Foster is often referred to as the “Father” of 

Fingerprinting in Canada. 

                                                           
1
 Mrs. George H. Richardson, of Carp, Ontario, supplied information for this biography. 

2
 https://www.rcmpgraves.com/vetcorner/vetmonth-feb19.html 
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From Scotland to Stittsville 
A Footnote to the Home Boys Stories in 2019 & 2020 

A letter to the Editor from Alan Johnston (in Scotland) 

he items in the winter and summer Newsletters about the Creighton Boys and the Eadie families were 

especially interesting to me and may intrigue others as well. 

Robert Thomson Creighton and James White Creighton were my uncles and they, and my mother 

Margaret White Creighton (also known as Peggy) spent significant parts of their childhood in Quarrier’s Orphan 

Homes in Bridge of Weir, between Glasgow and Greenock in Scotland.  In turn, Robert and James were sent to 

Canada as Home Boys and the Winter newsletter describes Robert’s time on the farm of John Brown in 

Huntley. The location of James’s home farm remains a mystery which members of GTHS are trying to solve. 

The Eadie family are well-documented in “Scotland’s People” and the 1911 census describes a well-established 

working-class family. John Eadie was the head of the household, aged 27 and a flour miller living in a tenement 

block in Partick Bridge Street a suburb of Glasgow. At that time there were several mills on the banks of the 

River Kelvin but now all have been demolished or converted into blocks of flats.  

In 1911 John’s wife Catherine, 28 years 

old and John’s mother Christina, 72 lived 

with them. In due course they had six 

children, John (b.1904), James (b.1907), 

Christina Kennedy (b. 1908), Barbara 

Milne (b. 1910), Margaret (b. 1914) and 

George Wilson (b. 1915).  

The Summer Newsletter describes how 

the Eadie family arrived in Goulbourn as 

Home Children in 1920 and subsequent 

years and the article reveals a link 

between the Creighton Boys and the 

Eadie Family before they arrived in 

Ontario. The article does not name the 

orphanage in Scotland that looked after 

the Eadie family but the detailed 

description fits Quarriers perfectly and I 

have checked with the archivist in 

Quarriers that the family arrived there in 

1916. My mother had been there with 

her brothers since 1908 and did not leave 

until November 1917. So Peggy’s time at 

Quarrier’s overlapped by over a year. 

Quarriers Homes were unique in many 

ways e.g. the children were homed in 

houses of 20 to 30 boys or girls 

supervised by married couples.  Quarriers 

did not make public appeals for 

donations but relied on donations usually 

from individuals or organisations with 

strong religious convictions.  

To publicise their work they published 

detailed annual reports described as A 

Narrative of Facts and a major feature 

T 
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each year was an account of the preparations for 

the groups of boys and girls who made the 

voyage from Scotland to Canada on what came 

to be known as The Golden Bridge. The baby on 

the front of the 1916 report must have looked 

very like George Eadie who born in 1915.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year there were pictures of the 

groups of boys taken on the ship or, as in 

1920 at Fairknowe, Ontario. John Eadie3 

would be in this picture taken on the last 

occasion the boys and the teachers were 

together before being sent to the farms as 

Home Boys. ֍ 

 

 

 

 

September 28 – National British Home Child Day 

This day was declared national British Home Child Day in Canada as a motion in 

Parliament in 2018 in recognition of the more than 100,000 boys and girls brought 

from the United Kingdom to Canada as child immigrants and indentured labourers 

between 1869–1948. This child migration scheme, born during the Industrial 

Revolution, was seen as a solution for children from intact families facing difficult 

circumstances due to sickness and/or death of a parent. Unable to care for their 

children, they were surrendered to various support organizations (Barnardo, Quarrier, Salvation Army, …). 

Emigration to Canada (as well as Rhodesia, South Africa, Australia, and New Zealand) was under a contract that 

would require that children be housed, fed, clothed, and sent to school. Although some children were 

accepted into families, others suffered and ran away, disappeared or died of ill-health.  It is reported that 

during the first Word War many home boys enlisted4 just to get back to the United Kingdom to see/find their 

family. It is estimated that only about 12% of home children were orphans, the remainder still had family back 

home.  

                                                           
3
 John Eadie WILSON (sic) (1904-1979) was identified as John Eadie Wilson as a home child (Wilson being his mother’s 

maiden name] arriving at Saint John on the Scandinavia in 1920. John settled in Goulbourn, was well involved with St. 

Paul’s United Church, Richmond and is buried with his younger brother George (1915-1989) in Richmond United Church 

Cemetery. John’s sister Christina Kennedy Eadie (1908-1987) also a home child arrived in Halifax in 1924 on the Columbia. 

Christina married David Brown and is also buried in the Richmond United Church Cemetery.  
4
 Indeed GTHS Member George Neville reported to the GTHS in June 23 1996 on his research into Home Child Robert 

Creighton, a home child who enlisted in the Canadian Expeditionary Force in 1915 (as reported in the Stittsville News of 

June 26 1996). 

1920 Boys Canadian Party at Fairknowe 

SS Scandinavian – brought 15 year-old John Eadie to Canada in 1920 
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German POW Farm Hands in Goulbourn 
A letter to the Editor from Ellen Faulkner 

This is a follow-up to GTHS Newsletter 2018-2 query from George Neville and Iris (nee) McLinton) Neville and 

subsequent article of the GTHS 2020-4 issue of their article on Josef Vogt, a WWII German POW Farm Hand. 

I read with interest the report by George and Iris Neville (nee McLinton) on WWI German POW farm hands 

who lived and worked at the McLinton farm in Twin Elm. When George Neville told me that he was 

conducting this research it jogged my memory of unknown men I had seen in my grandparent’s family 

photos5.  German POW farm hands also lived and worked at the Faulkner family farm in Stittsville6 during or 

after WWII. I asked my aunts, Lyla (Lyndsay), Dianne (Moore) and Eileen (McNally) (nee Faulkner) to provide 

recollections about the POW’s who lived at the family farm. While actual dates are unknown, their 

recollections provide context for a time period in Goulbourn-Canadian History. I thank them for their 

contributions to this submission. 

There were two men, German POW farm 

worker, Vincent Meier and German POW 

farm worker, “Henry”.  

 The photo left shows VINCENT MEIER, 

German PO worker who lived at the farm, 

estimated time period between 1942-1946.   

Aunt Eileen Faulkner (McNally) recalls that 

he lived and worked at the Faulkner farm 

between 1942-1946.  She recalls that he was 

well behaved and helped on the farm, and 

attempted to learn English, assisting the girls 

with reading and homework. “I remember 

being 7 years old and helping him before 

bedtime with his book of German words 

opposite the English word and I would tell 

him how our English word sounded.”  

Further, “He was a very clean immaculate guy and so kind and pleasant and hated the war and Hitler. The 

ordinary people did not want war in Germany any 

more than we did and we all missed Vincent when he 

left for home.”  

Reginald and Evelyn Faulkner kept in touch with 

Vincent and his wife Elli who he met in England on his 

way home to Germany to visit his brother. Vincent 

wrote a few times after leaving Canada. One letter 

survives “To the Faulkner Family” from Germany in 

1948. This letter documents that Vincent Meier had 

left Germany for Canada in 1942. When Vincent and 

Elli went back to Germany, they opened a flower 

shop. There is still a Meier flower shop in Germany, 

possibly connected to the family.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                           
5
 I am related to Iris McLinton through my paternal family. My great-great aunt, Mary Faulkner, married Peter McLinton 

(Senior). They lived at Twin Elm, Richmond. 
6
 Faulkner Trail (old forced road), concession 9, R.R. #1 Stittsville; formerly “Pleasant Valley” 

 Left to Right: Back Row: Reginald Faulkner, Vincent Meier 

(German POW); Front row: Eileen, Ray, and Noreen 

Faulkner, year unknown but sometime between 1942-1946.                                                                                                                              
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To put this into context, Dr. Michael O’Hagan7 reports that Canada’s Department of Labour approved a POW 

Labour Program from 1943 to 1946. During this time, it “supervised POW’s living either on farms, in farm 

hostels, or in internment camps” (O’Hagan, 2020:32). A project was implemented in Metcalfe, Ontario:  

“Thirty-eight anti-Nazi POWs arrived at Metcalfe on August 9, 1943. All of these men 

had been carefully vetted and many had requested protection from Canadian 

authorities in the face of threats or attacks by their pro-Nazi comrades. Their anti-Nazi 

classification meant they did not require armed guards, but this did not mean they were 

free men. Farmers employing these prisoners all signed contracts with the Canadian 

government which stipulated they were responsible for the safe custody of the POWs in 

their charge. Farmers were thus unofficial guards and had to ensure their prisoners 

remained on the farms, did not enter towns or villages, or fraternize with the public” 

(O’Hagan, 2020:37-338)8
.  

Dr. Michael O’Hagan documents that thousands of combatant POW’s were employed on Canadian farms from 

1943 -1946. They sought relief from living in the “confines of a barbed wire enclosure for an opportunity to work 

and live in relative freedom” and “escape the monotony of life in an internment camp and find a way to fill their 

time as they awaited the war’s end” (O’Hagan, 357). Many POW’s applied to stay in Canada after the war.  

According to O’Hagan, The Department of Labour approved each POW placement and placed each POW “at a 

cost to the farmer of between $20.00 and $45.00 per month depending on the service and region” (O’Hagan, 

2020:341-342). The project in Carleton County was considered successful and the program expanded to other 

provinces. 

The second German POW was “Henry”.  Aunt Eileen Faulkner (McNally) recalls that by the time Henry (surname 

unknown) came to work on the Faulkner farm she was working in 

Ottawa and had 

little contact with 

the newest 

German POW. 

Henry would 

have had more 

contact with the 

younger children, 

Dianne, Lyla and 

possibly Ray 

Faulkner, who 

worked on the 

farm while 

attending 

Kemptville 

Agricultural College. There is evidence that the German POW’s 

kept in touch with each other while in Canada. My parents (Ray and Beth) recall picking up Henry from a 

neighbour’s farm where he had visited another POW on the weekend. ֍ 

With thanks to Eileen McNally (nee Faulkner), Lyla Lyndsay (nee Faulkner) and Dianne Moore (nee Faulkner) 

Ellen Faulkner, volunteer archivist, GTHS 

Email: ellenfaulkner17@yahoo.ca.  

September 2021 

                                                           
7
 O’Hagan, Michael. 2020. “Beyond the Barbed Wire: POW Labour Projects in Canada during the Second World War”. PhD 

Thesis, Graduate Program in History, the University of Western Ontario. 

https://ir.lib.uwo.ca/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=9207&context=etd 
8
 E.S. Doughty, “Notice to Farmers Employing Prisoners of War,” April 14, 1944, HQS 7236-34-3-58 - Dept. of Labour - 

Work Project, Strathmore, Alta., C-5386, RG24, LAC. 

Left to Right: Dianne Faulkner, “Henry,” Lyla Faulkner 

in front of the Faulkner barn, Stittsville, with dog 

“Tippy” year unknown but after 1957 

Left to Right: Dianne Faulkner, “Henry”, Reginald 

Faulkner, Lyla Faulkner and dog “Tippy” on the 

Faulkner Farm. Possibly c. 1957. Notice the height 

of the snow at the end of the lane. 
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From the Archives 

We are pleased to acknowledge a donation to our family histories from Gerald R. Brown of three volumes of 

the Stitt Family of Stittsville: Tracing some of the Descendants of 

James Stitt 1773-1844 & Elizabeth Steele, 1783-1848 over the 

decades.  

Volume 4.2 Eliza Jane Stitt 1846-1903 & Henry Walker 1847-1913,  

Volume 4.3  Samuel Stitt 1848-1920 & Mary Ellen Thompson 1847-

1926 and  

Volume 4.9 Joseph Jackson Stitt 1861-1942 & Ann Stirling 1867-1964 

are now available for viewing research (non-circulating) on our 

Historical Society shelves in the Stittsville Branch on of the Ottawa 

Public Library. 

Gerald R. Brown was born in Vista Manitoba in 1937.  He was raised 

and educated there and completed high school in Rossburn 

Mantitoba.  While attending grade XII, he spent the winter months 

with his grandparents, Wilson and Eileen (Cope) Stitt.  During this 

time, he was intrigued with his grandmother’s scrapbooks and those 

of her father which contained pictures, newspaper clippings and 

letters from the family and current events.  He began to follow family 

history from that time.  

Family history was his hobby.  He conscientiously collected interviews, pictures and family data wherever he 

travelled to conferences, workshops and other research around the world.  He has binders filling more than 23 

lineal feet in his office.  His surnames included Brown, Cope, Cormack and Stitt.  While these are all works in 

progress, he has now completed the above three documents. Additional volumes are planned including 

Volume  4.4 James Stitt 1850-1914 & Isabelle McMaster Montgomery 1859-1923 (expected fall 2021) and 

Volume  4.1 John Stitt 1844-1919 & Mary Poole, - 1916  (planned for Spring 2022) . He has also done archival 

work for Manitoba Opera Company, Manitoba School Library Association, Brandon University, and Canadian 

School Library Association.  Obviously, history is one of his favorite areas of compilation and indexing. 

Gerald may be reached by e-mail at browner1@shaw.ca or by phone at 204-510-5620.  His mailing addresses 

is Lions Place Apt 906, 610 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg MB  R3C 0G5 ֍ 

 

We welcome contributions of family histories local information and 

historical photographs from anyone who has information to share. This 

information could be donated to the GTHS, or a copy of the original 

made for the GTHS. If you would like to discuss donating research or 

information to the Goulbourn Township Historical Society Archives please 

contact us at research@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org 

 

 

We’d love to have you write about historical anecdotes related to 

Goulbourn Township. Your Newsletter depends to a large extent on these 

voluntary contributions. Send your submissions/ ideas to 

editor@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org 
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Northern Cookbook 

This fascinating cookbook was brought to our attention 

by GTHS Vice-President Lee Boltwood. The preface to 

“Northern Cookbook9” identifies its purpose as “to 

record facts about some of the wild game, game 

birds, fish, fruit and vegetables available in 

Canada’s north…and to suggest methods by which 

these foods may be prepared and served.” 

 In the remote north of Canada, far from supermarkets 

and restaurants, survival and healthy eating require some 

creativity in feeding oneself. Recipes show little is wasted. 

Editor Eleanor A. Ellis also included meal planning with 

suggestions such as baked stuffed seal heart, roast ptarmigan 

and gravy, reindeer head soup and whale pot roast. Closer to 

home we’d like to share this tasty(?) recipe. 

  

Illustrator James Simpkins also added a humorous touch to the recipes in this book.  

 

 

 

                                                           
9
 Ellis, Eleanor A. ed. Northern Cookbook,   Queen’s Printer for Canada, 1968, original illustrations by James Simpkins. 

Issued under the authority of Honourable Arthur Lang, P.C., M.P., B.S.A., Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern 

Development. 

Squirrel Fricassée 

1 squirrel 

½ teaspoon salt 

⅛ teaspoon pepper 

½ cup flour 

4 slices of bacon, cut up 

1 tablespoon diced onion 

1½ teaspoons lemon juice 

⅓ cup broth 

1. Skin and clean squirrel, being sure to remove scent glands 

from forelegs. Wash thoroughly and cut squirrel into serving 

pieces. 

2. Rub pieces with salt and pepper, then dredge with flour. 

3. Cut up bacon and cook over low heat until crisp. 

4. Add the squirrel and pan fry with the bacon for 20 minutes, 

until nicely browned. 

5. Add onion, lemon juice and broth. Cover tightly and simmer 

for 2 hours. 

Sweet pickled beaver

Wild rice stuffing for duck 

Baked stuffed Arctic Char 


