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Richmond Fair Parade September 2022 

The GTHS float in this year’s parade – celebrating the diversity of pioneers in Goulbourn Township. Left to right: 
Roger Young- lumbering, Lee Boltwood -homesteading, Sheila Newland as Maria Hill and John Bottriell as the Duke 
of Richmond. Float pulled by vintage truck courtesy of Bert Smith.                                                     photo Susan Clark-Dow 
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From the editor 

The Richmond Agricultural Society Fair and 

Parade are an annual tradition in the community. 

After a two year hiatus we were pleased to be 

represented in 2022 in this year’s parade as our 

lives slowly get back to a “new” normal. 

֍ 

In this issue  

We delve into village land disputes and Indian land 

treaties and the survey of the Township of 

Goulbourn.  

We also continue with further background and 

discussion on the state of health care in 1946.  

֍  

We were pleased to have had two in-person 

events over the last month: a presentation by 

Mark Heckman and a historical driving tour, both 

highlighted in this issue. 

֍ 

We’d also enjoy having your contributions to our 
newsletter. Please address them to 

editor@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org 

֍ 

Editor: John Bottriell 

Thanksgiving 1903 
St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Hazeldean  

Country Tales – Mary Mulligan HAZ051 

 

 

mailto:editor@goulbournhistoricalsociety.org
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From the President 

Dear Friends,                                                                                                               Fall, 2022 

Welcome to the Fall Newsletter of the Goulbourn Township Historical Society. It’s hard to believe that 

there are fewer than three months left in 2022. I hope you’ve had a good summer, especially in terms 

of your health. We are starting to move into more “in person” meetings and events, while being 

mindful that caution and diligence are still important where Covid is concerned. By the time you read 

this, the leaves will be out in their full glory, and it will be Thanksgiving. A beautiful time of year 

when so many activities get underway. 

At the time I am writing, October 2
nd

, we have already had two successful events, as well as an 

appearance of the GTHS in the Richmond Fair Parade. On Saturday, September 17
th

 a GTHS “float” 

took part in the Parade with some of our members in period costumes, which was well received.  On 

Saturday, September 24
th

, Mark Heckman spoke to us at the Richmond Legion about the history of 

taverns and hotels in Richmond and on Saturday, October 1
st
, we had our tour (by car) of historic 

churches in Richmond, Dwyer Hill, and Ashton. On all three days the weather co-operated. It has 

already been a busy fall.  

I have been impressed with the commitment, knowledge, and talent of so many of the members of the 

GTHS, as well as the support and assistance we receive from so many people. There are too many to 

mention by name, but it is a pleasure to work with a group who are willing to share their time and 

talent to maintain and further the history of Goulbourn Township in a time of great change. I am proud 

of what we have been able to accomplish and provide, given our relatively small numbers and the fact 

that everything is done by volunteers. I wish to say “thank you” to all those who have seen our Society 

through the years of Covid and whose interest and energy are evident in so many ways. 

There will be an article elsewhere in this Newsletter concerning our “tour of the churches” on October 

1
st
, but I was made aware, in ways that I had not previously realized, of the beauty of our Goulbourn 

countryside and some of the lovely historic buildings around us. The churches we visited 

commemorated many people of our Township, who, from earliest times, have helped to establish these 

communities and to build what we have inherited. They also memorialize so much of our history. I 

also realized the work and sacrifice that has gone into constructing and maintaining these lovely 

buildings and the wealth of art and beauty they contain. Because of groups like the GTHS, we can 

appreciate so many things that we might otherwise take for granted, as well as our wonderful heritage. 

Thanks once again to those who participate in our events and activities and who support us by their 

memberships or by contributing in any way to the work of the GTHS. I look forward to our upcoming 

event in November concerning our Indigenous past and we are making plans for a Christmas social 

gathering. Please do join us. 

Best wishes, 

Roger Young 

Acting President 
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GTHS events 

After suffering two and a half years without an in-person event due to the COVID pandemic, the GTHS took 

some baby steps with three in-person activities over the last month.  

The Richmond Parade – after a two year hiatus the Richmond Parade took 

place on Saturday September 17 2022 in support of the 177th Richmond 

Agricultural Fair. Your Society was represented with a float celebrating several 

aspects of pioneer life in Richmond. Costumed characters represented the 

town’s military origins; John Bottriell as the Duke of Richmond;  Sheila 

Newland as Maria Hill an entrepreneur;  and Goulbourn 

Township’s homesteaders  Roger Young- lumbering and Lee 

Boltwood –homesteading. The trailer and beautiful vintage red 

pick-up truck were generously provided by local farmer 

Bert Smith. It was great to feel some normalcy in 

participating in this community celebration. 

  

Richmond’s Inns, Taverns and Hotels – On September 24th 2022 we met at 

the Richmond Legion as Mark 

Heckman took us back to the early 

days of Richmond where hotels and 

taverns were  essential for travellers 

covering long distances between 

valley towns. Mark had some interesting 

stories to tell about the Rielly Hotel and how it was connected to the Richmond Fairgrounds. And the audience 

enjoyed hearing about Maria Hill and her two husbands and the important place of her taverns in Richmond’s 

history. 

 

Where the Spirit(s) Lead Us! – On October 1st 2022 members enjoyed a pleasant afternoon touring 

several churches in the Township of Goulbourn. We explored both the history and architecture of these 

historical buildings, and then delighted in discovering the human history of the pioneers through the 

interpretation of interior stained glass windows, plaques and cornerstone. 
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Our first stop was in Richmond, at (1) St. John the Baptist Anglican Church. The original St. John’s Church was 

the first church built in Carleton County, with its cornerstone laid by the local Lodge of Free Masons in 1823. 

This present edifice was built in 1860 with the original cornerstone re-laid by the Sovereign Grand Master of 

the Orange Order of Canada. The impressive spire was built with money willed by Maria Hill, owner of the 

famous tavern “The Duke of Richmond Arms”.  

We then proceeded to Dwyer Hill to the (2) St. Clare Mission. The 

(3) original wooden building built in 1890 was replaced in 1915. This 

new building is an architectural gem – 

designed by Francis Conroy Sullivan1 

who worked periodically with the 

famous architect Frank Lloyd Wright. 

The design is identified as the Prairie 

School2  making it architecturally 

unique and a valuable heritage in Goulbourn Township. Tillie O’Connor of St Clare 

Mission prepared an interesting display of historical documents, some 

commemorating the Mission’s 100th anniversary in 2015. Also displayed was a wood 

remnant of the original church including flat nails recovered from the site across the 

road. 

A short drive to Ashton took us to the original Christ Church, built in 1844-45 from 

stone hauled from the nearby Jock (Goodwood) River. Although no longer in use it still 

stands proud in the Church Cemetery 177 years later. The “new” Christ Church was 

built in 1915 at a cost of $5,000. We again had access to the interior, surrounding us 

with some beautiful and deeply coloured stained glass windows. Historian Barbara 

Bottriell3 provided a commentary on the stories behind some of the 

windows (see left).  

A short walk through the village took us to the Ashton United 

Church, actually across the border in Beckwith Township. This brick 

church was built in 1898 as a Methodist denomination but joined the United Church in 1925 

when the new denomination was formed. It then shared services with Ashton’s Melville 

Presbyterian Church until 1940. The Melville Church was eventually sold and became a 

private residence.  

Our final destination was the Ashton Pub, also in Beckwith Township. This building was once 

a grist mill but is now a pleasant setting overlooking the Jock River and a great place for us to 

finish our tour and do a little socializing. 

                                                           
1
 Francis Sullivan also designed other local works including the Pembroke Carnegie Library, Lansdowne Park Horticultural 

Building, Shawville Post Office and the O’Connor Street Bridge at Patterson Creek. 
2
 Prairie School is a late 19th- and early 20th-century architectural style, most common in the Midwestern United States. 

The style is usually marked by horizontal lines, flat or hipped roofs with broad overhanging eaves, windows grouped in 
horizontal bands, integration with the landscape, solid construction, craftsmanship, and discipline in the use of ornament. 
Horizontal lines were thought to evoke and relate to the wide, flat, treeless expanses of America's native prairie 
landscape. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prairie_School 
3
 Barbara Bottriell was the editor of the GTHS publication “Goulbourn Stained Glass”, written by S. Bernard Shaw, a fully 

illustrated record of stained glass windows and related family histories of the Churches of the former Goulbourn 
Township.  

GTHS Members admiring the stained glass 
windows in St. Clare Mission 

Our host on the left - Tillie 
O'Connor of St. Clare Mission 

Christ Church – Ashton 
A celebration of 100 years 
of worship - founders and 
those who served God and 

King 

Our host Linda Guetta of 
Ashton United Church 
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Our November 2022 program is waiting speaker confirmation – please check with our website closer to the 

date for more information. 

From the Archives 
The GTHS History Corner in the Stittsville Branch of the Ottawa Public Library is now fully digital 

Thanks to the funding support from the City of 
Ottawa, we have now installed a workstation 
making available our complete archive of 
Family Histories, Social Histories and photo 
collection for research purposes. 

Instructions on registration and access are 
available at our History Corner. Please note 
that the Library Staff are not involved in this 
facility and unable to assist you. 

We ask you to respect the terms of access. 

We anticipate providing an orientation session 
in the future to assist you in your searches.   

 

 

Other Events of Interest 

October 26 2022 7:00 p.m. Jimmy Carter – Chalk River and Beyond – with guest speaker Arthur Milnes 

presented by the Historical Society of Ottawa.  The world’s first nuclear meltdown and its 

connection to former US President’s lifelong connection to Canada will be explored. To access this 

virtual event refer to the HSO website historicalsocietyottawa.ca. 

 

October 19 2022 7:00 p.m. Bikers, Blue-Bloods, Ruin and 

Renewal: The History in Architecture of Carleton Place – 

Presented via ZOOM. Pre-registration is required. To register refer 

to the Heritage Ottawa website https://heritageottawa.org/events 

  

 

Raise Your Hand and Volunteer! 

Planning for these above events is done by our Program Committee. 

We need your help to continue to keep alive an active community 

interest in our local history. 

We are looking for several people to serve on our Program 

Committee. 

Please approach any of our Board members for more information. 

https://historicalsocietyottawa.ca/
https://heritageottawa.org/events
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Richmond Land Dispute 

Gleanings from the Goulbourn Township Papers4 
                                                         John Bottriell 

Researching historical documents found in Ontario’s collection of 

Township Papers often reveal interesting stories about the land 

dealings that occurred in the early days of Richmond’s settlement. One 

such document was Robert Birtch’s dispute over the public sale of 

crown land held under the authority of the Commissioner of Crown 

Lands to William Radenhurst Richmond Lyon.  

Robert Birtch’s petition dated April 26 1847 addressed to the 

Commissioner of Crown Lands, Crown Lands Office, Montreal pleas 

“That sale to Mr. Lyon be not confirmed Lot 12 East side of Murray 

Street, Richmond”. An added comment made to this document on June 

25 1847 “referred to W. Durie(?) for his report on the within and 

whether application to purchase had been made by R. Birtch”. The 

location of said lot is shown on the map (below right), at the corner of 

York & Murray streets 

 

  

                                                           
4
 Scanned copies of miscellaneous land-related records arranged by Ontario township lot or by town name and lot 

number covering the period 1783-1870’s. . See the GTHS Newsletter 2022-01 for more information on these documents.  

Illustrated Historical Atlas of The County of Carleton 
(Goulbourn, Richmond) originally published in 1879 by 
H. Belden & Co., Toronto. P.22 

Township Papers - Village of Richmond image 
143 - Lot 12 East of Murray Street 

Township Papers: Village of Richmond image 144 of Robert 
Birtch's letter of April 25, 1847 (transcription on next page) 



P a g e  8                                                 Goulbourn Township Historical Society                          Autumn 2022-03                            

The precise lines of survey represented on the map of Richmond were the work of Surveyor Joseph Fortune5 in 

1818 as a precursor of the Military Settlement. 304 lots were identified within a matrix of road 8 east-west by 

6 north-south, not all useable due to the meandering Jock (Goodwood) River through the village.  

Crown land issued to petitioners was called a Patent as the first transaction in separating the land from the 

Crown to a person. The petitioner had to meet specific requirements in order to ultimately acquire ownership. 

Both the Birtch and Lyon family settlers acquired land in this way, both township and village lots. From the 

publication LAND PATENT HOLDERS - GOULBOURN TOWNSHIP AND VILLAGE OF RICHMOND6 we find patents 

issued for both acreage, town and park lots; 5 to the Birtch Families and 59 to the Lyon families. 

The following transcription identifies Robert Birtch’s dispute over lot 12 on the east side of Murray Street. 

Despite Robert Birtch’s plea, further research in the LAND PATENT HOLDERS GOULBOURN TOWNSHIP AND 

VILLAGE OF RICHMOND, indicates that Robert’s plea was unsuccessful. William Radenhurst Richmond Lyon 

was granted a land patent on 15 June 1857 for the Lot 12 East on Murray Street. 

 

                                                           
5
 Refer to George Neville’s well- researched article on Joseph Fortune in our GTHS Newsletter 2017-04. 

6
 Land Patent Holders Goulbourn Township and Village of Richmond, The Ottawa Branch 

The Ontario Genealogical Society, PO Box 8346, Ottawa, Ontario K1G3H8 Publication Number: 01-03 
ISBN: 0-7779-1516-2 Recorded and Checked by Jim Stanzell 

Richmond, Dalhousie District 
26th April 1847 

To the Court of Crown lands 
             Montreal 
Sir, 
 I beg leave to request that a patent may not be issued for a certain town lot in the Village of Richmond 
lately sold by the local Court at Bytown until such time as the following facts might be fairly investigated the 
lot in question is no. twelve in the east side of Murray Street in the said Village lately sold to Mr. 
William R. R. Lyon. My claim is as follows 1st - That I cleared the lot about fourteen years ago; 
2nd - That I have remained in possession since and that I do now and did also at the time of sale hold 
possession of the said lot. 3rd – That I have been always ready and willing to purchase; 4th – That I did 
different times apply for the lot by purchase but always understood that it was not for sale; and 5th - That I 
have always hitherto waited until the lot should be for sale when I might have a fair opportunity to purchase 
and also that upon the application of others for this lot they were always informed that it could not be sold. 
 The whole of the above can be if necessary supported by the affidavit of different persons as well as myself  -  

I have the honour to be 
Robert Birtch 
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The Google image to the right shows the outcome 

of this property dispute as seen today (2022), 

where the lot in question and surrounding lots are 

now known as the Richmond Conservation Area.  

 

Other anecdotes concerning the links 

between the Birtch’s and Lyons. 
In 1843 William R. R. Lyon purchased the east lot 
11 on McBean Street and built the Georgian style 
stone building overlooking the Jock River. He ran a store and resided 
with his family until his untimely death in 1854. The store continued to 
be owned by the Lyon family until 1915. 

Coming full circle we find Robert Birtch’s two sons Adam and William 
operated a store in this same building from 1901 to 1924 and owned 
the building until 19357. The following is quoted from the “Birtch 
History”8  

“Robert [Birtch] owned 336 acres of land by 1844 and had provided 
one son with a town lot and 3 other sons with 200 acres between 
them in North Gower. However, Robert became indebted to 
Edward Malloch, a prominent merchant, politician, and regional 
land shark, and all of Robert's land was sold to repay the debt. He 
then lived on land belonging to his son-in-law, and was buried with 
money provided by his prosperous brother Thomas. Robert was 
buried in the Anglican-Cemetery in Richmond in 1871. Robert's 
sons Adam and William were the original Birtch Bros. Merchants in 
Richmond. The old stone building was originally owned and built by 

Captain George Lyon who was Richmond's first industrialist. “ 

                                                           
7
 http://www.richmondheritage.ca/index.php/lyonbirtch-bros-store/, Marion Scott, September 21 2012 

8
 Birtch History, John & Arlene Birtch – privately published – available in the GTHS Family History Archives. 

The sale of Robert Birtch’s land and tenements 
in 1850. 

The Packet, May 4 1850 
 

Lot 12E 
Murray Street 

In 2022 

This map excerpt is taken from the “Town of Richmond 
& Park Lots in the Township of Goulburn, Bathurst 
District 1825” – Ontario Archives. 

Although drawn in 1825, it was a working copy. 
Whenever a lot or a portion of a lot was patented, the 
patentee’s name was inscribed on the plan. 

 Source: Ontario Ministry of Public and Business Service 
Delivery 
(http://ao.minisisinc.com/SCRIPTS/MWIMAIN.DLL/118029010/1

/89/43430?RECORD&DATABASE=IMAGES_WEB) 

Murray Street Lot 

12 east – 

identified to 

William R. R. Lyon 

Murray Street Lot 

12 east in 2022  

http://www.richmondheritage.ca/index.php/lyonbirtch-bros-store/
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More Hospital Matters 
Submitted by George Neville (This February1946 letter complements the GTHS Newsletter, Summer Issue 2022-02 

Letter sent to Mary Ann Brown by her daughter, 

Gladys McLinton, just before her mother’s 

unexpected death in the Ottawa Civic Hospital 

To:  Mrs. Mary Ann Brown 
409 Room,1 
 Fourth Floor  
Ottawa Civic Hospital 

Richmond, Ont.  
Feb. [1946] 

Dear Mother, 
Just a few short lines to you. I am not much good 

at writing any more. Well, Mother how are you to-day. I 
hope your arm is coming along better, and I hope you are 
not worrying yourself too much. You should be liking the 
hospital by this time. It seems an awful long time since you 
went down. I was hoping you would soon 
be able to be out. But then again you 
couldn’t get along at home very well yet. I 
was up home last night for a while. They 
seem to be getting along very good. The 
hens are laying about 7 doz. eggs now, and 
they had sold a little bull calf and 2 big pigs. 
And I suppose you knew they sold some 
cows. So that’s what you call making some 
money (eh, ha ha). Some of the cats had 
the cold. I think they lost the biggest Tom 
cat, but then you still have lots of them yet. 

 I took up some clothes I had 
washed and I brought a few more to-day so I got them 
washed, but I couldn’t put the white things out. I am drying 
the dark shirts in the house and some underwear. It sure 
rained to-day and is it getting slippery too. I hope none of 
the rest of us fall so hard as you did, and I am sure sorry 
that you had to fall. When you felt you wanted holidays, 
why didn’t you come down here with us for a while? 

  9Norman Seabrook was there last night. He says 
Mrs. Evans shoulder is sore and pains & aches a lot too. He 
said the Doctor said it might be a year before her shoulder 
would feel better. Carman McC[affrey] was there too. 
Wilson was just getting the dishes done & Daddy still had 
the milk pails to do. I thought I would go up some day next 
week to do some scrubbing and tidy up a bit. I was wishing I 
had of planned to go up to-day. It was so nice & mild. Oh 
maybe it won’t be so awfully cold now. 

                                                           
9
 Norman Seabrook resided in Richmond; Carman McCaffrey, a farmer 

from near Stittsville. 

 10We are all not too bad here, everyone is able to 
shout anyway. Iris & Robert are at school every day. 
Gordon’s cold is better, but he seems to have got wet to-
day. He was like a duck out all day. I think Edith might be 
coming home to-day. She will be quite busy now for awhile. 
I hope the baby be’s well. Orville got in to see you on 
Monday. I think they like the other prisoner. I hope he stays 
and helps them anyhow; he is only about 27 years old. I 
guess you didn’t realize how stormy Sunday was and was 
the house ever cold here. But the roads are ever good now. I 
wish the snow was all over. There was [sic] 3 aged persons 
burnt in the fire out here about 2 or 3 miles from here. 
Maybe you saw it in the paper. Tobin was their name. They 

were rich people but lived old fashioned. It 
happened some where about 12 o’clock 
Sunday morning. It sure brought back the 
thoughts of fire out here. It would be a year 
next Saturday night since Josh’s house was 
burned. I suppose you read about that 
terrible shooting in the paper. Evelyn Bowers 
(Seabrook) has had pneumonia, but I think 
they have it checked now. 

 Well I guess your will be getting 
tired reading this by now. I must tell you 
Peter got his fortune that day we were down. 
I didn’t think that he would get it that day. 

He got $674.00 out of the $800.00. The government takes 
off that much when you are not a first cousin. But anyhow it 
[is] very nice to get. We got our flax11 drew about a month 
ago nearly. [8] It’s suppose[d] to make us $50/acre if we 
only get the money. It turned out pretty [well] too. 

 Uncle Tom McCord12 is not very well. I suppose 
Myrtle got over to see you. We haven’t saw [sic] them since 
we were down that Tuesday. Mrs. Gamble13 be’s asking for 

                                                           
10

 Iris, Robert and Gordon, children of Peter and Gladys McLinton; Iris and 

Robert are attending Twin Elm S. S. No. 8; at this time, Gordon, being 5 years 
old, has not started schooling. / “The other prisoner” refers to another WW II 
POW working on the John Brown farm – for related POW account, see GTHS 
2020-04 Winter Issue, p. 11, “German Prisoner of War Farm Hand./ Site of 
the Tobin fire not cited in newspapers, but somewhere towards North Gower 
and Manotick. / Evelyn Bowers (Seabrook) is Stella Seabrook’s sister; Stella is 
wife of farmer, Wilbert McLinton. 
11

 Flax – dried, ‘retted’ sheaves of flax were stored in the McLinton barn until 

drawn in January, 1946, to the Flax Mill in Richmond – see GTHS Newsletter 
2019-2, pp. 8 & 9. 
12

 Tom McCord is a half-brother of Mary Jane McLinton (Peter’s mother) 

and mother-law of Gladys McLinton (née Brown). 
13

 Mrs. Gamble is believed to be the wife of Clayton Gamble, prominent 

farmer on Twin Elm Rd. (property bought by Dutch Smits family in 
1950s). 

Mary Ann Brown, mother of 
Gladys McLinton (née Brown) 
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you & Stella & many others. Well I guess that’s about all. 
The kids is [sic] tearing up the house so I will have to get 
chasing them. Tell Aunt Lena14 I had Mr. Rodney for supper 
Sat. night and he was talking something about his wife 
coming from Carp so he told me she was Emily McCatherly. 
He brings the bread in for the Canada Bread Co. to Dillons. 
Sat. night in the blinding storm he got in the ditch. [9] So 
him [sic] & young McCaffrey had to chance it back to 
Ottawa Sat. night. Jimmie McCaffrey’s lad is on the truck 
with him. Well I hope Aunt Lena isn’t getting too tired. I 
wish I was near so I could go often to see you. But don’t be 
worrying. I may not be down until Sat. with the children to 
the Doctor. So be sure and keep feeling better. How is all the 
other ladies in your room? I will close for now. 

Your loving daughter Gladys    XXXXXXXXXXXXX 

I hope this gets in to you. 

Commentary by Marguerite Evans, PhD, graduate of 
the former Ottawa Civic Hospital School of Nursing re: 
Gladys McLinton’s letter submitted by George A. 
Neville 

What I find interesting about Gladys McLinton’s 1946 
letter to her mother, Mrs. Mary Ann Brown, in hospital at 
the former Ottawa Civic Hospital, are the similarities and 
differences between then and now. For example, in 1946 
the Civic was experiencing numerous problems. Chronic 
overcrowding had plagued the institution since World War 
II began. There existed an alarming bed shortage, a 
waiting list of about 1,000 patients, an overcrowded 
Maternity Department, an unwieldly large number of 
medical staff, a shortage of experienced graduate nurses, 
and spiralling costs. Crises could occur, e.g., the Salvation 
Army Maternity Hospital closed for 5 weeks in June and 
July 1946 because of an infection. Thus, the Civic 
accommodated extra maternity cases, new babies, and 
premature babies with no maternity deaths or infections. 
When they ran out of bassinets, they substituted with 
butcher baskets from Canada Packers. 

On 1 October 1946 Miss Edith G. Young joined the Civic’s 
staff as the Director of Nursing15. There were no pensions 
for nurses. Young’s predecessor, Miss Gertrude Bennett 

                                                           
14

 Aunt Lena (née Cox), a sister to Mary Ann Brown (née Cox), was 

married to Wilfrid Ives on Dunrobin Road of March Twp. 
15

 Hailing from Lanark County, Edith G. Young was a prize winning 1922 

Lady Stanley Institute graduate, a former superintendent of Rosamond 
Memorial in Almonte, held a diploma in nursing education from McGill 
University, and was a former nursing instructor and later nursing 
superintendent at Nicholls Hospital (now Peterborough Civic Hospital). 

retired in October after 22 
years of devoted service 
without a pension.  

Unlike today, much of the 
bedside care of the 840-bed 
Civic was provided by 60 
General Staff nurses, 20 part-
time General Staff, 133 student 
nurses who each cared for 16-
20 patients, 53 Preliminary 
Class students and 10 
Affiliates. In exchange for 
education, student nurses were a source of dependable 
labour that turned over every 3 years. In addition to 
patient care, nurses had cleaning and disinfecting 
activities and carried food trays to and from patients. Staff 
also included 10 head nurses, 22 assistant head nurses, 
and 10 junior assistant head nurses who had 
administrative and teaching duties. 

A shortage of interns meant that new technological roles 
and responsibilities such as taking blood pressures 
(functions previously allotted to interns) were transferred 
to “specially trained” graduate nurses. 

By 1946 graduating nurses were enlisting in the military 
where they became lieutenants, getting married, 
acquiring industrial positions with better wages, working 
in private duty, veterans’ hospitals, or physicians’ offices 
with better hours.  

What happened to address the student and graduate 
nurses’ situation? In 1946 Ottawa City Council approved 
the Civic’s appeal to spend $500,000 for new buildings 
and equipment. An unbroken 8-hour day, 6-day week for 
nurses was phased in gradually. City Council requested the 
Civic to take over operation of the Strathcona Isolation 
Hospital in Sandy Hill which provided students with an 
invaluable learning experience. Edith Young promoted 
hiring of auxiliary nursing aides. She also discontinued 
charging student nurses for broken glass thermometers, 
syringes, and medicine glasses. To entice new graduate 
nurses, the Civic increased room rates in order to raise 
nurses’ salaries. On 1 January 1946 semi-private rates 
increased to $3.50 per day (what Mrs. Brown paid) and 

private rates to $6.00 daily16.֍ 
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 Sources for this commentary: Knowles, Valerie, Leaving with a Red 

Rose. Ottawa: Deneau Publishers & Company Ltd., 1981. Cynthia Toman, 
“’Body Work’: Nurses and the Delegation of Medical Technology at the 
Ottawa Civic Hospital, 1947-1972,” Canadian Journal of the History of 
Science, Technology and Medicine, Vol. 29, no. 2, 2006. 

Edith G. Young 
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The Survey of Goulbourn in 1817 
G. J. Zeldenrust 

Reprint of an article originally published in the January 25th, 1984 edition of the “Stittsville News”.  

It was the autumn of 1815. Napoleon had been 
defeated at Waterloo, the war of 1812 had been 
concluded with the Treaty of Ghent and Great 
Britain found itself suddenly overrun with 
thousands of discharged soldiers looking for a job.  

However, notwithstanding 
the apparent peace in His 
Majesty’s Colonies, the 
British government soon 
recognized that no peaceful 
settlement of Upper Canada 
was possible without a 
strong defense policy 
against any possible future 
hostilities from the young 
new republic along its 
Southern borders.  

With this in mind, it was 
decided that additional land 
be purchased from the 
Indians, and a second row 
of townships be surveyed 
north of the already 
established townships of 
Burgess, Elmsley, Montague 
and Marlboro. These were 
then to be settled by 
discharged soldiers from His 
Majesty’s armed forces and 
by other citizens loyal to the 
Crown.  

The new townships, which 
were later to become 
Bathurst, Drummond, 
Beckwith and Goulbourn, 
had not yet been named at 
that time and were simply numbered townships No. 
1, 2, 3 and 4 respectively.  

Land purchase negotiations between Captain John 
Ferguson, who was the Agent for Indian Affairs at 
Kingston, and the Chiefs of the Indian Nations of 
Chippewa and Mississauga, who owned all lands 
north of the Rideau, were begun in February 1816. 

The total area under negotiation totalled nearly 
three million acres, which, of course, included much 
more than the above-named four townships. The 
so-called surrender was concluded with the Second 
Indian Treaty of 1819 (The first one being the 

Crawford purchase of 
1783).  

Meanwhile, the Surveyor-
General in York, Upper 
Canada, Thomas Ridout, 
lost no time and issued 
survey instructions to 
Deputy Surveyor Reuben 
Sherwood on February 24, 
1816.  

Mr. Sherwood, assisted by 
surveyors Greaves and 
McDonnell, commenced 
with the survey of No. 1 
township (i.e. Bathurst) 
and produced the 
northerly boundary 
eastward on a bearing of 
North 54 degrees East to 
its intersection with 
Nepean township, which 
had already been surveyed 
20 years before.  

Another letter from the 
Surveyor-General, dated 
June 26, 1817, confirmed 
the instructions but now 
included the names of five 
additional surveyors, i.e. 
John Booth, William 
Fraser, Duncan McDonnell, 

John Ryder and William Conger.  

Upon receipt of the letter, John Ryder, a young 
deputy surveyor from the township of Pittsburgh, 
immediately engaged ten men, including his 
younger brother Cornelius and proceeded to Perth 
for more detailed instructions from Superintendent 
George Fawler. His assignment was to be the survey 

Map of Military Settlements in Eastern Upper Canada, 
1816-1820 

 Original Map is in the National Map Collection at 
Library and Archives Canada, #15,712 
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of parts of No. 4 Township, which, meanwhile, had 
been named after the British Secretary for the 
Colonies, Henry Goulbourn.  

After a short trip to Elmsley, where new settlers had 
problems finding the lot posts, Mr. Ryder and his 
men set out for Goulbourn. After a long, exhausting 
trip, they reached the southwest corner of the new 
township, on the town line approximately two miles 
south of Prospect, in the late afternoon of July 28, 
1817.  

The following day, they began the survey by running 
the boundary between Beckwith and Goulbourn on 
a bearing of North 36 degrees West planting large 
wooden posts at intervals of 67.7 chains (4468 feet). 
This distance consisted of the depth of each lot at 
66.7 chains plus a one-
chain allowance for a 
road. (See sketch).  

As this system was one 
of the many variances 
of the then common 
single front system, it 
later became known as 
a single front special. In 
this particular system, 
each lot was 66.7 
chains deep and 30 
chains wide and 
contained 200 acres.  

Since land to the 
military was granted 
according to rank, a 
major, for instance, received 1,000 acres, while a 
private had to be satisfied with 100 acres, a further 
subdivision of the 200- acre lot was necessary. For 
this reason, additional posts were planted along the 
concession lines at the middle of each lot, thus 
creating the common land description: the East half 
of lot...or the West half of lot...Yet another division 
of the 200-acre lot was created by drawing an 
imaginary line through the middle of the lot parallel 
to the concession lines, which resulted in the Front 
Half (southerly part) and the Rear Half (northerly 
part). The half lot nearest the boundary, which was 
measured and on which the wooden posts were 
planted, the surveyor called the front half.  

Meanwhile, John Ryder and his men chopped and 
measured their way along the town line to the fifth 
concession, a distance of nearly four miles. Here 
they turned a 90 degree angle eastward and started 
the survey of the fifth concession line, reaching the 
intersection with the Nepean township on the 8th 
day of August.  

Returning to the town line on the boundary 
between Beckwith and Goulbourn, he measured to 
the sixth concession, again turned a right angle and 
proceeded eastward on a bearing of North 54 
degrees East along the sixth concession as far as lot 
16. By this time, they had completely run out of 
food and were obliged to return to Perth for rations.  

When they arrived again at Goulbourn to continue 
their survey, one 
whole week had 
passed, and John 
Ryder decided to start 
on the seventh line 
rather than travel 
another day to 
continue at the place 
where he had stopped 
the week before.  

Battling swamps, 
mosquitoes, heat, 
discontent and even 
hunger, the men 
finally finished the 
seventh line. By then, 
their supplies had 

dwindled to nothing, and they were obliged to 
travel to Perth once again for rations. On the way 
back to Goulbourn several days later, a severe storm 
surprised them on the 26th of October.  

John Ryder notes in his diary: 

 October 26-The Sabbath. A stormy day of rain, hail 
and snow...  

October 27-We could not proceed, the storm 
continuing too desperate; went about two miles; my 
bread and flour was very much injured, that I was 
obliged to stop or lose the whole on account of my 
provisions being wet...  

Sketch showing 5 lots, 6 to 10 of Concession VIII 
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October 28-Cleared off and proceeded to the N.W. 
Angle of the 8th concession of Goulbourn 
Township...  

When they arrived there, they found that a fellow 
surveyor by the name of Benjamin Ecuyer, 
meanwhile, had surveyed and laid out in lots the 
entire eighth line.  

On the 29th of October, they reached the ninth line, 
planted a wooden post at the place where the 
general store at Ashton now stands, and again 
proceeded on a course of North 54 degrees East, 
planting posts every 990 feet and making allowance 
for a 66 food road every five lots.(See sketch)  

The whole area of what was to become Goulbourn 
Township, as we know it, was a dense forest at that 
time, and it can be readily understood that these 
surveys were not accomplished without great 
difficulty and hardship.  

The surveyors nevertheless finished the ninth line, 
the tenth and even all of the eleventh.  

During that fall, Mr. Ryder had to return to Perth 
frequently for more rations, and, as one can 
imagine, these trips were no Sunday drive in the 
country.  

Take the 16th of November, for instance; here he 
writes in his diary the following: 

-`Sent my party from Perth to the Massassippa17 
River with a load of rations and to return next day 
for the second load, in order to take the whole down 
the river with a raft to the grand falls, from whence I 
can distribute them through the rear of said 
township, with case the Land Road being so very 
bad and swampy that it is almost impossible to get 
rations out that way to any purpose. The distance so 
far and so wholly through the wilderness, a man 
would almost consume his whole load in going 
backward and forward-’  

On the 3rd of November, they battled a severe 
storm, which brought them eight inches of snow 
and confined them to camp for more than two days, 
as surveying had been made completely impossible 
during that time.  
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 Likely the Mississippi River  

Then, having run the 11th concession line 
backwards to lot one, Ryder’s men pounded the last 
stake of their assignment at the intersection of the 
town line and concession 11 (near the former 
Ashton station) on December 8. Next day they broke 
up camp and headed for Perth, which they reached 
on December 10, at approximately nine o’clock in 
the evening.  

Faced with a considerable amount of administration 
and accounts, John Ryder engaged a clerk to help 
him with his work. It kept them both busy until after 
Christmas, on which day they took off awhile to 
attend church services.  

On the 26th of December, things did not go right, 
and he writes: ‘Being the day after Christmas, 
getting the men to sign the pay lists, through their 
awkwardness blotted the pay lists and when I took 
them to the superintendent, he said he could not 
receive them, as they were blotted and would not 
pass them to the Surveyor-General’s office. Was 
obliged to return to my office and was obliged to 
start afresh.’  

December 28- ‘The Sabbath did not apply, 
proceeded on writing’. Unfortunately, John Ryder, 
still so busy, that on this Sunday, he did not even 
have the time to go to church.  

It is... nearly... 17018 years later now. The face of 
Goulbourn has undoubtedly changed beyond the 
wildest dreams of Mr. Ryder and his men. He could 
probably no more imagine what this township 
would eventually look like than we can comprehend 
the size and look of the wilderness of that time.  

And as we now zoom, for instance, along the old 
No. 15 highway on the ninth concession line 
between Ashton and Stanley Corners, wouldn’t it be 
nice to just reflect for a moment on those early 
surveyors who, so many years ago, struggled, 
chopped, measured and suffered along that same 
line to lay out the boundaries of what we now call 
our Goulbourn Township. ֍ 

 
G. J. Zeldenrust was a former President of the 
Goulbourn Township Historical Society 
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 Now over 200 years. 



 


